ASAMM-Chukchi —Flight 238 — 23 September 2014

Area flown: Transects 15, 17, 25 and 26, complete; coastal transect from Pt. Hope to Pt. Franklin.
Total hours flown: 9.5 (2 flights)

Total transect hours: 5.6

Number of bowheads seen: 1 (0 calves)

Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 3-7.
Visibility varied from 0 to 10 km, with fog, haze, glare, precipitation, low ceilings, and ice on the
windows. There was no sea ice in the area surveyed.

Sightings: One bowhead whale, belugas, walruses, small unidentified pinnipeds, one unidentified
pinniped, one dead gray whale, two dead unidentified cetaceans, and several dead walruses. The
walrus haulout near Pt. Lay was estimated at ~1500 animals, with at least 50 dead walruses nearby; no
other walrus haulouts were seen. Two onshore haulouts (150-200 seals) of small unidentified
pinnipeds were seen on barrier islands near Icy Cape.

Preliminary Summary, Flight 238 Date: 9/23/2014

Total bowhead whales: 1 Start time: 9/23/2014 9:20:29 AM End time: 9/23/2014 7:28:29 PM
Bowhead whale sightings: 1 Transect minutes: 338 Transect km:1239.6
Bowhead whales on transect: 1 Circling minutes: 27 Circling km: 90.1
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 365 Trans+Circ km: 1329.7
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on Search minutes: 4 Search km: 10.7
transect: O
Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 569 Total km: 2396.5
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 200 Deadhead km: 1056.1
Total gray whales: 1 Search blocks: 16, 22, 21, 20, 17, 13
Transect blocks: 17, 18, 15, 16, 22,
Total belugas: 12 19, 21. 20, 13
Other whale sightings: 2
Total walrus: 2735
Total polar bears: 0
Cetacean Sightings:
Event Lat Long Block Species Total | Calves | Behavior | Swim Direction | On Effort
288 71.27 -167 16 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 5 True
341 7153 | -168.17 16 beluga 11 0 swim 334 True
1192 | 69.46 | -163.16 20 gray whale 1 0 dead -1 False
1226 69.7 | -163.11 20 unid cetacean 1 0 dead -1 True
1390 | 70.76 | -159.75 13 beluga 1 0 swim 216 True
1411 | 70.87 | -159.22 13 unid cetacean 1 0 dead -1 True
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Dead gray whale (event 1192) south of Pt. Lay, Alaska, and the luckiest brown bear in the world (“look what | found!”),

ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 238, 23 September 2014.
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Funded by BOEM (1A Contract No. M11PG00033)

Walrus haulout (event 579) on barrier island near Pt. Lay, Alaska, ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 238, 23 September 2014.
Areas of the beach that are not snow covered were likely covered by walruses at an earlier time.
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Pinniped haulout on barrier island near Icy Cape, Alaska, ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 238, 23 September 2014.



