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Bottom Trawl Effects and Best Practice  
Management – the Muir-Pinchot  
Debate Once Again 
Bottom trawling produces a significant portion of the annual fish harvest 
worldwide resulting in substantial socio-economic benefits. It is, however, a 
controversial fishing method because of concern about its impacts on 
benthic organisms. This seminar will summarize trawling activity in the 
eastern Bering Sea and research on its effects in soft-bottom habitats. It will 
also present a related project that is developing a comprehensive 
understanding of trawling practices worldwide and is evaluating different 
management practices based on several performance measures. The best 
practice for management of trawling effects will likely include consideration 
of local policy drivers, resources, and values. 
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