
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 255 – 18 October 2016 
 
Area flown:  Transects 25, 26, and 27, complete; coastal transect from Cape Lisburne to Point 
Barrow. 
Total hours flown: 5.4 
Total transect hours: 3.5 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 to 6. Visibility was 
5 km to unlimited, with glare. Sea ice ranged from 0 to 85% new/grease ice in the area 
surveyed.  
Sightings: Polar bears, walruses, and small unidentified pinnipeds. One polar bear was sighted 
approximately 40 km south of Barrow, Alaska. Three polar bears (including 2 cubs) were 
sighted near Point Barrow, Alaska.  
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 255 Date: Tuesday, October 18, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 10/18/2016 9:56:14 AM End time: 10/18/2016 3:18:05 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 208 Transect km: 846.5 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 0 Circling km: 0 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 208 Trans+Circ km: 846.5 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 11 Search km: 39.8 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 321 Total km: 1431.9 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 103 Deadhead km: 545.6 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 12,20,21,22  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 12,13,17,20,21,22  
Other whale sightings: 0   
walrus: yes   
Total polar bears: 4   

 

Cetacean Sightings:  none 

 



 

Sunrise in Barrow, October 2016. 

 

Sunrise in Barrow, October 2016 (artist’s rendition). 

#hahanotreally#JTCwishfulthinking#droidapp 

(p.s. I really do not know what I am doing with hashtags….) 


