
 

 

ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 246 – 26 September 2016 
 
Area flown:  Transects 22, 24, 34, 35, 36, and 37 complete. 
Total hours flown: 9.2 
Total transect hours: 3.9 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2-4. 
Visibility was <1 km to unlimited, with precipitation and glare. There was no sea ice in the area 
surveyed.   
Sightings:  Gray whales, killer whales (including 1 calf), walruses, and small unidentified 
pinnipeds.  
   
Preliminary Summary, Flight 246 Date: Monday, September 26, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 9/26/2016 9:40:29 AM End time: 9/26/2016 7:30:26 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 236 Transect km: 881.9 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 59 Circling km: 124.7 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 294 Trans+Circ km: 1006.6 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 

Search minutes: 12 Search km: 46.7 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 551 Total km: 2414.8 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 245 Deadhead km: 1361.5 
Total gray whales: 208 Search blocks: 20,21,22,23 
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 19,20,21,22,23 
Other whale sightings: 8  
walrus: yes  
Total polar bears: 0  

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
253 68.03 -168.64 22 gray whale 2 0 swim 179 False 
265 67.94 -168.78 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
267 67.92 -168.78 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
269 67.89 -168.77 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
271 67.89 -168.73 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 False 
273 67.9 -168.73 23 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
277 67.9 -168.78 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
279 67.91 -168.75 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
280 67.92 -168.75 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
283 67.9 -168.74 23 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
288 67.88 -168.73 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
289 67.87 -168.74 23 gray whale 3 0 swim -1 False 
292 67.86 -168.75 23 gray whale 12 0 swim -1 False 
293 67.86 -168.75 23 gray whale 7 0 feed -1 False 
296 67.86 -168.8 23 gray whale 3 0 swim -1 False 
297 67.86 -168.8 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 False 
300 67.86 -168.73 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
301 67.86 -168.71 23 gray whale 3 0 swim 120 True 
316 67.84 -168.85 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
317 67.84 -168.81 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
318 67.85 -168.77 23 gray whale 7 0 feed -1 False 
319 67.85 -168.75 23 gray whale 8 0 feed -1 False 
320 67.85 -168.71 23 gray whale 13 0 feed -1 False 
321 67.85 -168.68 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 False 
322 67.86 -168.66 23 gray whale 5 0 feed -1 False 
324 67.86 -168.64 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 True 
325 67.86 -168.6 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 True 
326 67.86 -168.58 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
327 67.86 -168.58 23 gray whale 13 0 feed -1 True 
333 67.86 -168.51 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 False 
335 67.88 -168.53 23 gray whale 6 0 feed -1 False 
336 67.87 -168.54 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
337 67.86 -168.53 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 



 

 

346 67.86 -168.52 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
355 67.85 -168.53 23 gray whale 2 0 mill -1 False 
359 67.86 -168.47 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
360 67.86 -168.46 23 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 True 
361 67.86 -168.44 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
363 67.86 -168.38 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
364 67.86 -168.35 23 gray whale 16 0 feed -1 True 
365 67.86 -168.34 23 gray whale 3 0 rest -1 True 
372 67.86 -168.25 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
375 67.86 -168.16 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
376 67.86 -168.13 23 gray whale 2 0 swim 180 True 
380 67.86 -168.14 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
382 67.86 -168.07 23 gray whale 5 0 feed -1 True 
383 67.86 -168.04 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
384 67.86 -168.02 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
385 67.86 -168.01 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
386 67.86 -168.01 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 True 
391 67.86 -167.96 23 gray whale 2 0 swim 91 True 
517 67.69 -168.52 23 gray whale 4 0 mill -1 True 
527 67.7 -168.57 23 gray whale 9 0 feed -1 False 
533 67.69 -168.58 23 gray whale 2 0 swim 329 True 
535 67.69 -168.64 23 gray whale 6 0 feed -1 True 
540 67.71 -168.65 23 gray whale 8 0 feed -1 False 
922 70.23 -168.48 19 killer whale 1 0 swim 214 True 
927 70.23 -168.49 19 killer whale 7 1 swim -1 False 

          

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Pair of gray whales observed in the southern Chukchi Sea (event 355) displaying surface active group 
behavior, ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 246, 26 September 2016. 



 

 

 

Male killer whale, one of a group of 7 including 2 calves, observed ~220 km northwest of Point Lay, 
Alaska (event 927), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 246, 26 September 2016.  The dorsal fin is flopped over to 

the right side, with the tip curled under. 


