
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 48 – 10 October 2016 
 
Area flown:  Block 3, 3 complete and 2 partial transects; block 11, 4 partial transects; block 12, 5 
complete transects and 1 partial transect; Chukchi transects 1, 2, and 3, complete.  
Total hours flown:  9.0 (3 flights) 
Total transect hours:  4.7 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  62 (14 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were clear to partly cloudy.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 to 5.  
Visibility was 0 km to unlimited, with fog, haze, and glare.  There was no sea ice in the area 
surveyed. 
Sightings:  Bowhead whales, 1 gray whale, belugas (including 1 calf), polar bears, unidentified 
pinnipeds, and small unidentified pinnipeds.  Nine polar bears were sighted on a barrier island 
approximately 35 km east of Smith Bay, Alaska. 
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 48 Date: Monday, October 10, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 62 Start time: 10/10/2016 10:08:20 AM End time: 10/10/2016 8:39:23 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 38 Transect minutes: 284 Transect km: 1059.5 
Bowhead whales on transect: 32 Circling minutes: 52 Circling km: 146.7 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 14 Trans+Circ minutes: 337 Trans+Circ km: 1206.2 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 9 

Search minutes: 32 Search km: 111.2 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 542 Total km: 2215 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 174 Deadhead km: 897.6 
Total gray whales: 1 Search blocks: 3,11,12 
Total belugas: 2 Transect blocks: 3,11,12,13 
Other whale sightings: 0  
walrus: no  
Total polar bears: 9  

 

Cetacean Sightings 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
108 71.3 -152.21 3 bowhead whale 2 1 swim 1 True 
118 71.29 -152.14 3 bowhead whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
133 71.43 -152.2 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 271 True 
137 71.43 -152.28 11 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
141 71.42 -152.33 11 bowhead whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
168 71.37 -152.59 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
177 71.32 -152.59 3 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 True 
178 71.32 -152.59 3 bowhead whale 2 1 swim 263 True 
258 71.32 -153.33 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 93 True 
273 71.49 -153.31 11 beluga 2 1 swim 303 True 
287 71.64 -153.34 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
506 71.7 -154.81 12 bowhead whale 2 1 mill -1 True 
514 71.67 -154.8 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 243 True 
521 71.62 -154.78 12 bowhead whale 2 1 rest -1 True 
523 71.62 -154.79 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
524 71.61 -154.8 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
528 71.61 -154.89 12 bowhead whale 2 1 mill -1 False 
536 71.61 -154.78 12 bowhead whale 2 1 swim 260 True 
537 71.61 -154.78 12 bowhead whale 4 2 mill -1 True 
539 71.6 -154.74 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
544 71.62 -154.77 12 bowhead whale 3 0 swim -1 False 
560 71.38 -154.7 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 84 True 
566 71.32 -154.68 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
664 71.4 -155.32 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
668 71.41 -155.44 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
680 71.5 -155.29 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 64 True 
683 71.49 -155.29 12 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 False 
690 71.51 -155.24 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
693 71.52 -155.17 12 bowhead whale 1 0 breach -1 False 
694 71.52 -155.15 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 



696 71.52 -155.18 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
697 71.52 -155.22 12 bowhead whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
728 71.85 -155.24 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
729 71.85 -155.24 12 bowhead whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
769 71.66 -155.75 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
776 71.63 -155.76 12 bowhead whale 4 2 feed -1 True 
780 71.63 -155.72 12 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
781 71.63 -155.7 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
825 71.51 -156.17 12 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
938 71.57 -157.78 13 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 

 

 





 


