
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 237 – 16 September 2015 
 
Area flown: Transects 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9, complete. 
Total hours flown: 7.0 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours: 3.3 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 34 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were overcast to partly cloudy.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 
to 5. Visibility ranged from 0 to 10 km, with fog, precipitation, and low ceilings. There was no sea 
ice in the area surveyed. Low ceilings precluded additional surveying in the study area. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales, gray whales, belugas, one unidentified cetacean, small unidentified 
pinnipeds, unidentified pinnipeds, and walruses.  
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 237 Date: 9/16/2015 

Total bowhead whales: 34 Start time: 9/16/2015 9:13:40 AM End time: 9/16/2015 5:36:33 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 27 Transect minutes: 195 Transect km:696.7 
Bowhead whales on transect: 21 Circling minutes: 65 Circling km: 191.7 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 260 Trans+Circ km: 888.4 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 40 Search km: 147 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 417 Total km: 1626.7 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 117 Deadhead km: 591.3 
Total gray whales: 5 Search blocks: 12, 13, 14, 17, 15  
Total belugas: 4 Transect blocks: 13, 14, 17, 15  
Other whale sightings: 1   
Walruses: Yes   
Total polar bears: 0   
 
Cetacean Sightings:  
 
Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 

25 71.53 -156.92 12 beluga 1 0 rest -1 False 
26 71.54 -156.92 12 beluga 1 0 swim 83 False 

179 71.54 -157.88 13 bowhead whale 2 0 dive -1 True 
269 71.06 -157.83 13 gray whale 2 0 swim 106 True 
325 71.49 -159.25 13 bowhead whale 1 0 dive 221 True 
347 71.56 -159.5 13 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 220 True 
365 71.66 -159.84 13 unid cetacean 1 0 dive -1 True 
393 71.78 -160.29 14 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
401 71.78 -160.26 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
405 71.78 -160.25 14 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False 
423 71.88 -160.67 14 beluga 2 0 swim 41 True 
492 71.85 -162.22 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
496 71.84 -162.22 14 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
571 71.39 -160.52 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 314 True 
573 71.39 -160.5 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 315 True 
605 71.29 -160.17 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
607 71.29 -160.16 14 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 True 
611 71.28 -160.2 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
615 71.28 -160.13 14 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 False 
616 71.29 -160.13 14 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 False 
618 71.28 -160.12 14 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
840 71.22 -161.53 14 bowhead whale 2 0 dive -1 True 
845 71.24 -161.48 14 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
846 71.24 -161.46 14 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
850 71.25 -161.47 14 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
874 71.31 -161.86 14 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
879 71.3 -161.93 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
880 71.3 -161.93 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
889 71.33 -161.95 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 128 True 
890 71.34 -161.96 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
899 71.35 -162.02 14 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
901 71.37 -162.08 14 bowhead whale 3 0 swim 47 True 
903 71.38 -162.1 14 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 





 


