
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 228 – 29 August 2015 
 
Area flown: Arctic ACEs transects 212, 214, 216, 218, 220, 222, 224, and 226, complete; ACEs 
transect 210, partial. 
Total hours flown: 3.2 
Total transect hours: 2.1 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 16 (no calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 to 5. Visibility 
ranged from 1 to 10 km, with glare, low ceilings, and precipitation. There was no sea ice in the 
area surveyed. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas (including one calf), unidentified cetaceans, one walrus, 
and small unidentified pinnipeds.  There were more unidentified cetaceans than normal because 
the survey aircraft does not break off transect to circle sightings on the ACEs transects. 
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 228 Date: 8/29/2015 

Total bowhead whales: 16 Start time: 8/29/2015 5:13:56 PM End time: 8/29/2015 8:25:38 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 15 Transect minutes: 126 Transect km:450.6 
Bowhead whales on transect: 15 Circling minutes: 0 Circling km: 0 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 126 Trans+Circ km: 450.6 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 40 Search km: 145 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 192 Total km: 721.6 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 26 Deadhead km: 126 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 12, 0  
Total belugas: 5 Transect blocks: 12  
Other whale sightings: 24   
Walruses: Yes   
Total polar bears: 0   
 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
24 71.56 -156.51 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
38 71.68 -156.4 12 unid cetacean 1 0 rest -1 False 
79 71.77 -156.03 12 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 
85 71.72 -156.12 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 

100 71.61 -156.27 12 unid cetacean 1 0 rest -1 False 
120 71.65 -155.95 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 359 True 
125 71.7 -155.85 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 88 True 
144 71.9 -155.49 12 beluga 1 0 swim 89 True 
145 71.91 -155.48 12 beluga 2 1 swim 89 True 
176 71.8 -155.37 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
178 71.78 -155.41 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 89 True 
180 71.76 -155.44 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 360 True 
183 71.72 -155.5 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
188 71.69 -155.56 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
191 71.67 -155.6 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
196 71.62 -155.69 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
199 71.61 -155.71 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
203 71.58 -155.76 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
242 71.72 -155.19 12 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 True 
269 72.01 -154.59 0 beluga 1 0 swim 187 False 
284 71.9 -154.54 12 unid cetacean 2 0 swim -1 True 
286 71.9 -154.55 12 unid cetacean 2 0 swim -1 True 
300 71.76 -154.81 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
318 71.58 -155.15 12 unid cetacean 1 0 dive -1 True 
325 71.49 -155.3 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
327 71.47 -155.33 12 unid cetacean 1 0 rest -1 True 



330 71.45 -155.36 12 unid cetacean 2 0 breach -1 True 
344 71.42 -155.11 12 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 True 
346 71.43 -155.09 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim 181 True 
347 71.45 -155.07 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim 270 True 
349 71.45 -155.05 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 240 True 
354 71.51 -154.96 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 180 True 
375 71.75 -154.5 12 unid cetacean 1 0 rest -1 True 
397 71.88 -154.06 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 False 
406 71.79 -154.12 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
444 71.38 -154.87 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 270 True 
461 71.37 -154.59 12 unid cetacean 1 0 dive -1 True 
462 71.37 -154.58 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
467 71.43 -154.49 12 unid cetacean 1 0 rest -1 True 
469 71.44 -154.45 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim 242 True 

 

 



 


