
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 226 – 23 August 2015 
 
Area flown: Transects 36 and 37, complete; transect 38, partial. 
Total hours flown: 6.7  
Total transect hours: 1.3 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 to 3. Visibility 
ranged from 5 km to unlimited, with glare. There was no sea ice in the area surveyed. 
Sightings: Gray whales (including 1 calf), fin whales, humpback whales (including 1 calf), minke 
whales, an unidentified cetacean, and small unidentified pinnipeds.  One beluga carcass was 
seen about 90 km southwest of Pt. Hope. 
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 226 Date: 8/23/2015 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 8/23/2015 1:06:09 PM End time: 8/23/2015 8:27:05 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 78 Transect km:288.2 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 96 Circling km: 290.6 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 174 Trans+Circ km: 578.8 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 12 Search km: 46.6 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 404 Total km: 1943.8 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 218 Deadhead km: 1318.4 
Total gray whales: 15 Search blocks: 0, 23  
Total belugas: 1 Transect blocks: 23  
Other whale sightings: 24   
Walruses: No   
Total polar bears: 0   
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
223 67.63 -166.09 23 unid cetacean 1 0 swim 187 True 
250 67.64 -166.68 23 fin whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
278 67.64 -166.66 23 fin whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
287 67.64 -166.75 23 fin whale 1 0 swim 178 True 
303 67.64 -167.37 23 minke whale 1 0 swim 360 True 
311 67.64 -167.38 23 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
322 67.64 -167.58 23 beluga 1 0 dead -1 True 
327 67.64 -167.72 23 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
334 67.62 -167.7 23 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
337 67.62 -167.7 23 gray whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
362 67.64 -168.57 23 gray whale 5 0 rest -1 True 
371 67.71 -168.59 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 False 
445 67.47 -167.76 23 fin whale 1 0 swim 86 True 
534 67.3 -166.65 23 fin whale 2 0 swim -1 True 
553 67.3 -166.81 23 fin whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
559 67.3 -166.85 23 fin whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
565 67.3 -166.83 23 fin whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
572 67.3 -166.89 23 fin whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
578 67.29 -167.01 23 humpback whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
600 67.29 -167.01 23 humpback whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
611 67.3 -167.13 23 fin whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
622 67.3 -167.19 23 fin whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
641 67.24 -167.2 23 fin whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
643 67.24 -167.1 23 fin whale 3 0 swim -1 False 
656 67.3 -167.39 23 fin whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
670 67.3 -167.46 23 minke whale 1 0 swim -1 True 

 
 



 

 



 

Fin whale sighted approximately 120 km south of Point Hope, Alaska (event 534), ASAMM-
Chukchi Flight 226, 23 August 2015. 

 

Humpback whale sighted approximately 120 km south of Point Hope, Alaska (event 600), 
ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 226, 23 August 2015. 


