
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 29 – 16 September 2015    

Area flown:  Block 12, 2 complete transects and 4 partial transects; block 3, 6 complete transects; 
block 11, 6 partial transects.  
Total hours flown:  9.5 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours:  5.3 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  46 (3 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were overcast.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 3 to 4.  Visibility 
varied from 0 to 10 km, with low ceilings and precipitation. No sea ice was observed in the area 
surveyed.  Transect lines in blocks 11 and 12 were truncated due to poor visibility. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales and belugas (including 3 calves). 

Preliminary Summary, Flight 29 Date: 9/16/2015 

Total bowhead whales: 46 Start time: 9/16/2015 10:00:43 AM End time: 9/16/2015 8:26:57 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 38 Transect minutes: 316 Transect km:1102.2 
Bowhead whales on transect: 12 Circling minutes: 51 Circling km: 154 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 3 Trans+Circ minutes: 367 Trans+Circ km: 1256.2 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 35 Search km: 111.4 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 569 Total km: 2212.3 
Possible repeats: 4 Deadhead minutes: 167 Deadhead km: 844.7 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 12, 11, 3  
Total belugas: 18 Transect blocks: 12, 3, 11  
Other whale sightings: 0   
Walruses: No   
Total polar bears: 0   
 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
150 71.49 -156.75 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 268 True 
158 71.51 -156.74 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 272 True 
165 71.56 -156.73 12 beluga 1 0 swim 69 True 
330 71.41 -155.62 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 87 True 
338 71.42 -155.68 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
343 71.43 -155.62 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 267 True 
352 71.45 -155.62 12 bowhead whale 1 0 tail slap -1 True 
355 71.46 -155.63 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
356 71.46 -155.64 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
366 71.48 -155.67 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
367 71.48 -155.67 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
368 71.47 -155.68 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
373 71.46 -155.67 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
375 71.46 -155.63 12 bowhead whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
376 71.47 -155.63 12 bowhead whale 4 1 swim -1 False 
385 71.48 -155.69 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
386 71.48 -155.7 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
388 71.47 -155.7 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
391 71.47 -155.62 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
392 71.47 -155.62 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
397 71.46 -155.67 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
399 71.46 -155.62 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
400 71.46 -155.61 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
415 71.49 -155.7 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
509 71.62 -155.21 12 beluga 3 0 swim 272 True 
510 71.62 -155.21 12 beluga 1 0 swim 274 True 
511 71.61 -155.21 12 beluga 2 1 swim 273 True 
512 71.61 -155.21 12 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
514 71.6 -155.21 12 beluga 3 1 swim 302 True 



549 71.25 -155.26 12 beluga 1 0 swim 271 True 
550 71.24 -155.26 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 332 True 
551 71.24 -155.26 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 332 True 
562 71.27 -155.28 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
570 71.22 -155.25 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 282 False 
616 71.18 -154.61 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 96 True 
620 71.19 -154.64 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
631 71.2 -154.62 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
915 71.1 -153.62 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 199 True 
918 71.11 -153.59 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
919 71.1 -153.6 3 bowhead whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
921 71.1 -153.62 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
924 71.09 -153.59 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
927 71.11 -153.58 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
1507 71.47 -151.78 11 beluga 1 0 swim 266 True 
1508 71.47 -151.78 11 beluga 2 1 swim 266 True 
1597 71.48 -151.29 11 beluga 1 0 swim 356 True 
1600 71.46 -151.28 11 beluga 1 0 swim 326 True 
1603 71.43 -151.28 11 beluga 1 0 swim 264 True 
1639 71.02 -151.16 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
1643 71.01 -151.16 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
 

 





 



 

Bowhead whale sighted in the western Beaufort Sea, about 25 km northeast of Pt. Barrow (event 415), ASAMM-Beaufort 
Flight 29, 16 September 2015.  This whale was part of a larger group of ~25 bowhead whales. 


