
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 23 – 31 August 2015 

Area flown:  Transect 12, complete; transect 10, partial; coastal transect from Barrow to south of 
Wainwright; search through block 13 to assess weather. 
Total hours flown:  6.9 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours:  3.2 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  8 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy to overcast.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 1 
to 5.  Visibility varied from 0 km to unlimited, with low ceilings, glare, and precipitation.  There 
was no sea ice in the area surveyed.  Low ceilings and high winds throughout BWASP survey 
area prevented surveys in the Beaufort Sea.  
Sightings:  Bowhead whales, gray whales (including 3 calves), one beluga, walruses, one 
bearded seal, unidentified pinnipeds, and unidentified small pinnipeds. 

Preliminary Summary, Flight 23 Date: 8/31/2015 

Total bowhead whales: 8 Start time: 8/31/2015 11:32:06 AM End time: 8/31/2015 8:11:06 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 4 Transect minutes: 192 Transect km:689.1 
Bowhead whales on transect: 8 Circling minutes: 18 Circling km: 59.1 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 210 Trans+Circ km: 748.2 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 27 Search km: 101.7 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 414 Total km: 1862.3 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 177 Deadhead km: 1012.4 
Total gray whales: 8 Search blocks: 12, 13, 17, 16  

Total belugas: 1 Transect blocks: 12, 13, 17, 14, 15, 
18, 16 

 

Other whale sightings: 0   
Walruses: Yes   
Total polar bears: 0   
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
321 70.88 -159.25 13 beluga 1 0 swim 258 True 
336 70.84 -159.54 13 gray whale 2 1 swim 154 True 
342 70.82 -159.61 13 gray whale 4 1 swim -1 False 
351 70.81 -159.66 13 gray whale 2 1 swim 348 True 
713 71.62 -163.92 15 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 158 True 
714 71.62 -163.9 15 bowhead whale 4 0 rest -1 True 
731 71.6 -163.84 15 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 337 True 
732 71.59 -163.82 15 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 True 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Two adult bowhead whales sighted in the Chukchi Sea about 250 km west-northwest of Barrow (event 714), 
ASAMM-BWASP Flight 23, 31 August 2015. 


