
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 234 – 6 September 2014 

Area flown: Transect 15, complete; transect 13, partial; block 12, complete 
Total hours flown: 8.6 (2 flights)  
Total transect hours: 5.0 
Number of bowheads seen:  62 (2 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were clear.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2-6.  Visibility varied from 0 
km to unlimited, with glare and low ceilings.  There was no sea ice in the area surveyed.  
Sightings: Bowhead whales, gray whales, minke whales, belugas, an unidentified cetacean, walruses, 
unidentified pinnipeds, small unidentified pinnipeds, and one polar bear.  All of the gray whales were 
near bowhead whales; one of the gray whales was in the group of 37 feeding bowheads.  All walruses 
were sighted in the water; no onshore haulouts were seen.  One dead unidentified cetacean (possibly 
part of a gray whale) was seen on the beach southwest of Icy Cape.   

Preliminary Summary, Flight 234 Date: 9/6/2014 

Total bowhead whales: 62 Start time: 9/6/2014 9:01:15 AM End time: 9/6/2014 7:11:37 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 23 Transect minutes: 297 Transect km:1056 
Bowhead whales on transect: 8 Circling minutes: 66 Circling km: 206.6 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 2 Trans+Circ minutes: 363 Trans+Circ km: 1262.6 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 

Search minutes: 9 Search km: 31.2 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 514 Total km: 2033.3 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 142 Deadhead km: 739.5 
Total gray whales: 3 Search blocks: 0, 12, 17, 16  
Total belugas: 23 Transect blocks: 17, 12, 18, 16, 15  
Other whale sightings: 4   
Total walrus: 76   
Total polar bears: 1   
 

Cetacean Sightings:  

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
104 70.14 -162.51 17 unid cetacean 1 0 dead -1 True 
137 70.29 -163.03 18 minke whale 2 0 swim 130 True 
729 71.5 -156.63 12 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True 
732 71.53 -156.65 12 beluga 1 0 swim 202 True 
857 71.48 -155.94 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
858 71.49 -155.94 12 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
859 71.49 -155.94 12 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
866 71.48 -155.94 12 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False 
870 71.48 -155.96 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
965 71.49 -155.25 12 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 True 
972 71.47 -155.3 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
974 71.48 -155.34 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
977 71.48 -155.43 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
978 71.47 -155.41 12 bowhead whale 3 0 swim -1 False 
980 71.47 -155.39 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
984 71.46 -155.47 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 False 
997 71.44 -155.31 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
998 71.44 -155.29 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
1004 71.45 -155.26 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
1010 71.45 -155.23 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 84 True 
1017 71.44 -155.22 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 234 True 
1022 71.43 -155.22 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
1027 71.41 -155.21 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 



1030 71.42 -155.26 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
1031 71.42 -155.27 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
1034 71.4 -155.26 12 bowhead whale 37 2 feed -1 False 
1035 71.41 -155.25 12 gray whale 1 0 mill -1 False 
1054 71.35 -155.18 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
1060 71.33 -155.18 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 340 True 
1087 71.23 -154.94 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 185 True 
1145 71.96 -154.6 12 beluga 1 0 swim 279 True 
1160 71.98 -154.21 12 beluga 3 0 rest -1 True 
1164 71.97 -154.2 12 beluga 2 0 swim -1 True 
1165 71.96 -154.2 12 beluga 6 0 swim 22 True 
1167 71.96 -154.2 12 beluga 9 0 swim 347 True 
1225 71.24 -154.1 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Bowhead whales surface skim feeding (event 1034) accompanied by one gray whale (lower left corner, event 1035) 
(high density cluster map #2), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 234, 6 September 2014. 

 

Bowhead whales surface skim feeding (event 1034, high density cluster map #2), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 234, 6 
September 2014.  Two of the whales are on their sides with their mouths open. 

  



Walrus and Polar Bear Sightings: 

 

 

Not all mammals are marine!  This brown bear was seen on the beach southwest of Icy Cape, near a whale carcass 
(event 104), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 234, 6 September 2014.   

 


