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Vanessa White

Walleye Pollock’s
Spotty Little Secret:
Examining How
Ichthyophonus-Infected
Pollock Could Affect
the Future of Multiple
Alaska Fisheries

Parasites can affect the health of wild fish
populations but can also affect the quality
of seafood produced from affected
commercial species. One such organism
is Ichthyophonus sp., a parasite found
in fish flesh that can alter the flavor
and texture of fish fillets. Until
recently, there have not been any
reports of infected fish in the Bering
Sea, even though Ichthyophonus sp.
is known to be a cosmopolitan
parasite. We will present the
findings of our research on this
parasite from a population of
eastern Bering Sea walleye
pollock, and speculate
on the implications
of infections in this
host considering the
central role of walleye
¥ “,'i. pollock in the Bering
Sea food web.



