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Richard Lauber, Chair of the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council, welcomed the delegations from the Parties to the Convention on the
Conservation and Management of Pollock Resources in the Central Bering Sea (the Convention)
to the Second Annual Conference. Mr. Lauber convened the Annual Conference at 1000
Wednesday, S November 1997.

2. Opening Statements amlImmducrions

1. The opening statements of the Parties are provided in Appendix 

2. A complete list of the delegates is provided in Appendix 2.

3. With the unanimous agreement of the Parties, Mr. Arthur Goddard, Consul-General
Canada, and Dr. Irina Shestakova, Executive Director, North Pacific Anadromous Fish
Commission, participated as observers at the Annual Conference.

Mr. Lauber was elected Chairman at the conclusion of the First Annual Conference.

B. Vice Cbair:person

Mr. Kyoichi Kawaguchi, Director, Far Seas Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan and
head of the Japanese delegation, was elected Vice-Chairperson at the conclusion of the First
Annual Conference.

Mr. Paul Niemeier and LCDR William Quigley (United States) were appointed rapporteurs for
the Annual Conference.



The Parties adopted the Provisional Agenda (Appendix 3); as modified.

1. Dr. Richard Marasco (United States), Chair of the Scientific and Technical (S&T)
Committee, reported on the S&T Committee Meeting of3-5 November 1997 (report provided to
the delegations separately). Dr. Marasco acknowledged that the Parties did not object to the
admission of Mr. Robert Steinbock, International Directorate, Department of Fisheries and
Oceans, Canada, as an observer.

2. Dr. Marasco noted that the presence ofan observer generated a discussion about the
interpretation of Article XIl5 of the Convention concerning observers to S&T Committee
meetings. Prior to the m g, the United States submitted to the other Parties a proposal on
rules of procedure for admitting observers to the Annual Conference and S&T Committee
meetings. The Procedures Group met to discuss the proposal, as well as the interpretation of
Article XII.5. The Group concluded that Article XII.5 does not govern participation by observers
other than representatives of non-Party States attending sessions of the Annual Conferences.
Based on the discussions, the United States agreed to submit a revised proposal to the Parties in
advance of the Third Annual Conference. The S&T Committee recommended that this issue be
discussed during the Third Anmml Conference.

3. Dr. Marasco reviewed the report of the Science Group Intersessional Meeting held in
Gdynia, Poland, 3-5 September 1997, and recommended on behalf of the S&T Committee that
the Parties approve the report. He also reviewed the report of the Enforcement Group
Intersessional Meeting held in Seattle, Washington, 20-22 May 1997, and recommended that the
Parties approve this report and the Central Bering Sea Observer Program As Required by Article
XI to the Convention.

4. Dr. Marasco reviewed the discussion of issues nom the S&T Committee Meeting.
Regarding the Allowable Harvest Level (AHL) in the Convention Area, the S&T Committee
concluded that there is insafficient information to estimate the absolute abundance of the Aleutian
Basin pollock stock directfy. The best available starting point for the estimation of the Aleutian
Basin pollock biomass is 342,000 metric tons assessed for the Specific Area.

5. Dr. Marasco reviewed the Science Group s Work Plan for 1998. He noted that Poland
submitted a written trial fishing plan for 1998, while China and Korea indicated their intention to
also conduct trial fishing in 1998. The S&T Committee expressed concern that not all Parties had
made written detailed trial fishing plans available for approval by the Annual Conference and
suggested that the Annual Conference may desire to establish specific requirements for tri81

'\.

fishing plans if the AHL is determined to be zero. 



6. Dr. Marasco also reviewed the Parties' 1998 cooperative research plans. The United States
noted that it would conduct a survey of the Bogoslof Island area during March 1998, but that the

S. research vessel Mll..LER FREEMAN will undergo planned repairs in September 1998 and
may not be available to conduct the 1999 survey. The United States indicated that it was still
interested in conducting the Bogoslof survey on an every-other-year basis, with assistance from
the other Parties in the off-years.

7. Dr. Marasco commented that R11ssia intends to host a pollock symposium during May-June
1998. Russia will provide details on this symposium at a later time.

8. Dr. Marasco mentioned several issues of discussion pertaining to enforcement. The Uriited
States provided to the Parties a proposal for a management system in the Central Bering Sea,
based on a draft list of l11amllgement plan requirements developed by the Enforcement Group at its
May 1997 intersessional meeting. Written comments on the proposal should be submitted to the 
United States via diplomatic channels by 1 June 1998. Other components of a management
system were also discussed.. They include the number and priority placement of Article XI
Observers, methods to detennine catch weight, the number of vessels in an Olympic-style fishery,
the starting date for a fishery, and sources for data management. The S&T Committee could not
reach consensus on any of these components and expressed the need to continue discussions.

9. Dr. Marasco concluded his repon by highlighting three meetings the S&T Committee
recommends holding in 1998: (1) Age Detennination Workshop in Seattle during 17-20 March
1998; (2) the pollock symposium to be hosted by Russia; and (3) an intersessional meeting of the
S&T Committee to be held two months in advance of the Third Annual Conference.

10. The Annual Conference approved the Report of the S&T Committee and its Work Plan for
1998.

A 1. The United States reviewed the conservation and management measures employed in its
zone. The United States a~in did not authorize a BogoslofIsland pollock fishery in 1997.
Pollock are concentrated in this area during the February-March spawning season. The fact that
the United States has foregone a valuable Bogoslof pollock roe fishery is a significant action and
illustrates its support of the conservation principles of the Convention.

A2. The United States explained that it annually assesses the Eastern Bering Sea and Aleutian
Island pollock stocks, utilizing fiskery and scientific survey data and population dynamics models.
The allowable biological caICh (ABC) for the Eastern Bering Sea stock is 1.13 million metric tons
and the total allowable catch (T AC) is set at this level. Retrospective analyses show that the



exploitation rate on this stock was 16 percent for 1992-1996. The ABC and TAC for the
Aleutian Island pollock stock is 28 000 metric tons. 'I.1te exploitation rate on this stock was 19
percent for 1992-1996. The United States believes that management of its fish stocks is based on
very conservative principles.

A3. The United States noted that it also employs other management measures. Its fisheries are
highly monitored, with rigorow at-sea boardings and dockside monitoring. There is 100 percent
observer coverage on vessels over 125 feet long, 30 percent observer coverage, on vessels
between 60 and 125 feet long, and the catches from smaller vessels are sampled dockside. These
meaSures ensure the viability of the stocks.

A4. Russia indicated that it approaches fisheries management from an ecosystem approach.
The biological status of the stocks, as well as the food base, hydrological conditions, and species
interactions are studied. R 11 

~~~

conducted four trawl hydroacoustic surveys in 1996 and 2 trawl
hydro acoustic surveys in 1997. The data from the 1997 SUlVeyS is still being processed, but the
Russians hope to make a detailed presentation on the results at the pollock symposium in 1998.
Russia assesses the current biomass of the Western Bering Sea pollock stock at 500 000 metric
tons and the Navarin Basin pollock stock, based on 1997 preliminary estimates, at about 1 million
metric tons. Russia said that the niche of pollock in the Western Bering Sea is currently being.
occupied by herring and squid. Russia believes that the strong increase in herring and squid'

stocks are the result of an ecosystem change in the Western Bering Sea.

A5. Russia stated that, while the pollock productivity has declined in the Western Bering Sea,
waters of the N avarin Basin area are highly productive. Two strong year classes have emerged in
the Navarin Basin area in the 1990s. , Russia emphasized that this northern stock doesn t migrate
to the high seas of the Cenu al Bering Sea.

A6. Russia also reviewed various management measures taken in its zone to ensure the
conservation of stocks. It employs the precautionary approach when establishing the AHL and
T AC. Based on domestic laws, the T AC is distributed to companies and economic enterprises.
Fishing limits are strongly enforced and the bycatch of juveniles and other species is limited to 8
percent of the catch. Areas with juvenile fish are closed to commercial fishing. Fishing vessels
are required to submit catch data daily to analytical centers. Fishing vessels are also monitored by
fisheries enforcement vessels, at-sea inspectors, and aerial surveillance. In addition, a special
body for high seasons is established to monitor catch data and determine when to open and close
areas to fishing.

A 7. Russia explained that becau se of the appearance of the two strong year classes in the
Navarin Basin stock, additional measures will be taken to protect the stock in 1998. Fish
processing vessels will have inspectors embarked, a minimum net mesh size of 110 mm has been
established, and transponders will be placed on vessels to improve monitoring of the fishery.



I. Dr. Marasco presented the S&T Committee Work Plan for 1998. The elements of the
Plan consisted of (I) Age Determination Workshop to be held in Seattle during March 1998; (2)
pollock symposium in Rns-~a in May-June 1998; (3) the March 1998 U.S. BogoslofIsland area
pollock SUIVey; (4) a Rus-~jI'1 hydroacoustic and ichthyoplankton survey during summer 1998; and
(5) an intersessional S&T Committee meeting approximately two months prior to the Third
Annual Conference.

2. The Annual Conference approved the work plan submitted by the S&T Committee.

I The Annual Conference adopted the "Central Bering Sea Observer Program as required by
Article XI to the Convention," dated Fmal 04 November 1997 and its attachment "Circumstances
Related to Interference with an Observer " dated Final 21 May 1997.

2. The Annual Conference concurred with the S&T Committee that the Parties provide
comments on the draft J11am1gement proposal to the United States by 1 June 1998. Comments
should be submitted via diplomatic channels and the United States will distribute the comments to
the other Parties.

D . 1. Poland reported that one vessel conducted trial fishing in the Central Bering Sea in 1996
and 1997. Detailed information was presented to the Parties on 1996 trial fishing at the Science
Group Intersessional MC(.~ in Poland. However, Poland said that it is not ready to present the
results for 1997 yet.

2. China reported that one vessel conducted trial fishing in 1996 and two in 1997, one in
June and one in August. The planned duration of the trial fishing for each vessel in 1997 was one
month. However, the two vessels had no success and only fished for four days. A report on the
results of China' s trial fishing in 1997 is provided in Appendix 4.

l. The United States Stated that it was disappointed that pollock stocks in the Central Bering
Sea are showing no signs of recovery, despite the sacrifices made by fishers of all Parties. The
United States agreed with the S&T Committee s conclusions that there is insufficient data to
estimate the Aleutian Basin pollock biomass directly. There is no infonnation clearly available to
estimate this biomass bettc" than the U. S. RIV MILLER FREEMAN survey of the Bogoslof
Island area. This estimate was 342 000 metric tons for 1997-about 50 percent lower than last



year s estimate when the Parties set the AHL at zero. The 1997 estimate is, in fact, the lowest
biomass on record for this area. The United States nC?ted that all test fishing results show little or
no fish in the Central Bering Sea. Therefore, the United States, taking a precautionary approach
to the conservation and tmtnagement of this valuable resource, recommended to the other Parties
that the AHL be set at zero for 1998.

2. Russia, noting the views of the S&T Committee and the other Parties at the Annual
Conference, stated that it believes that pollock stocks are at a very low level in the Convention
Area. It sees no indication that this situation will improve in the near future. Therefore, Russia
supported the proposal ftom the United States that the AHL for 1998 be set at zero.

3. Japan noted that, at the FIrSt Annual Conference in Moscow, it had hoped that an AHL
would be established for 1997, but based on the best available information at that time, Japan
agreed to establish the AHL at zero. Japan had pointed out to the Parties at that Annual
Conference that regardless of the pollock biomass level, it is possible for the Annual Conference
to establish an AHL for that level based on Article VII of the Convention. Japan reiterated this
position at the Second Annual Conference. Japan explained that the closure of the commercial
fishery in the Central Bering Sea since 1993 has greatly affected its commercial fishers and their
patience is running short. Japan said it realized that currently, even if the Annual Conference
established an AHL, it woald be diffiaUt to resume commercial fishing. Such an action would
however, give Japanese fishers some hope. Japan said that it hoped this Annual Conference
would accomplish two things: (1) consideration of the situation of the fishers, who have waited
through 5 years of moratoria on fishing in the Convention Area, and (2) show the fishers the
effectiveness of the Convention. Japan stated that, with the expectation that its position would be
taken into full account, and giving due consideration to the status of the pollock stocks and the
infonnation provided by the S&T Committee, it would go along with a consensus to establish the
AHL at zero for 1998. However, if the AHL is zero, then the coastal States should take
equitable measures for the conservation of the pollock stocks, according to the Joint Resolutionof 1995. 

4. China noted that the fishing moratoria have also adversely affected its fishers. 
acknowledged that trial fishing and the Bogoslof Island survey show that the abundance of
pollock is low in the CoIIValtion Area. China recalled that if consensus is not reached on an AHL
at the Annual Conference, then the defiwlt mechanism in Part 1 of the Annex to the Convention
would be used to detell~ the AHL. It stated that it could accept an AHL equal to zero for
1998, but reiterated Japan s statement that the coastal States should also take appropriate
conservation measures in their exclusive economic zones.

5. Korea commented that it is reasonable to establish the AHL at zero for 1998, given the
results of the research crni~ and trial fishing. It noted that even after five years of morat~ria on
commercial fishing of pollock in the GJnvention Area, the pollock stock has not improved:' "Given
the hardship also faced by Its fishers, Korea requested that the Parties consider reQpening the
fishery at next year s A.nnc:al Conference.



6. Poland acknowledged the information provided by the scientists at the S&T Committee
Meeting and the results of trial fishing. Poland is also disappointed that there has been no
improvement in the Central Bering Sea pollock stocks despite the 5-year sacrifice of the fishers.
It noted that it is difficult to explain the lack of recovery of the stocks. Like Japan, Poland
explained that despite the biomass level, it can see no reason why the Annual Conference can
establish an AHL. Poland commented that it always acts responsibly and strives to reach a
consensus. Therefore, Poland said it would concur with establishing the AHL at zero for 1998, if
it was the will of the other Parties. Poland requested that the other Parties reconsider the
situation in the future, in light of the problem of the fishers.

E. 7. In the spirit of consensus, the Annual Conference established the AHL at zero for 1998. .

Because the Annual Conference established the 1998 AHL at zero, no individual national quotas 
were established.

1. The United States commended the Parties on the reporting of trial fishing in the Central
Bering Sea, but stated that standardized reporting is required. It believed that more specific

guidelines and rules are needed for trial fishing. The United States recognized that planning trial
fishing cruises requires am"311cc notice and often difficult coordination between governments and
fishing fleet managers. Therefore, the United States presented a proposal for consideration at the
Annual Conference. The United States noted that the Polish Delegation provided a trial fishing
plan (Appendix 7 of the S&:T Committee Report). It believes that Poland' s plan meets the needs
of the Convention. The Polish Delegation also submitted a report of trial fishing (Attachment 1 of
the report of the September 1977 Science Group Intersessional Meeting in Poland). The United
States believes that this report contains the types of infonnation that should be collected and
reported for each trial fishing cruise. Fmally, the United States said that trial fishing tenDS and
conditions (taken from the FIrSt Annual Conference) and monitoring and control measures must
be established for 1998 trial fishing. It suggested that the Parties adopt the monitoring and
control measures set out in relevant documents approved at the First Annual Conference. The
United States circulated a proposal on measures to be taken for trial fishing in 1998.

6. G.2. Poland noted that it had submitted plans and reports for trial fishing. It thanked the
United States for its kind words on Poland's efforts. Poland expressed the desire that trial fishing
in the future years would oot be necessary. Poland also reiterated its position, expressed at the
First Annual Conference, that the measures adopted for trial fishing would be observed by Polish
vessels. As a matter of principle, the delegation insisted that the report of the Conference contain
its opinion that measures eiaborated for commercial fishing vessels were not applicable to vessels
conducting trial fishing.



3. With modifications, the Anmla1 Conference adopted the United States proposal on
measures for "Trial Fishing for Pollock in 1998." The Annual Conference adopted the measures
on "Trial Fishing For Pollock in 1998" (Appendix 5).

H~ 1. Japan reported that it has deployed one patrol vessel in the Central Bering Sea last year.
Durng 1996, the vessel did not detect any violations.

2. As there was no commercial fishing for pollock in the Convention Area during 1997, there
were no reports of violations ftom the Parties.

The United States requested information from Russia on the expansion of the herring and squid
stocks in the Western Bering Sea.

1. Poland noted the presence of observers from both Canada and the North Pacific
Anadromous Fish Commission. Poland stated that it is interested in the full and broad
participation of observers in the Annual Conference and supported full transparency. Poland
explained that it had received an inquiry from officials of the European Union (ED) to participate
as an observer at Annual Conferences. Poland enquired as to the best way to receive
consideration from the Parties on this request.

2. China noted that the Procedures Group of the S&T Committee had discussed this issue and
will be distributing a revised proposal to the Parties on rules of procedure for admitting observers
to the Annual Conference and meetings of the S&T Committee for consideration and discussion
at the next Annual Conference.

1.3. The United States made the observation that the next Annual Conference might be too late
for a decision on admitting the EU as an observer. It observed that the review process of the
revised proposal could be expedited through correspondence of the Parties, or that interim
arrangements could be made for obsen-ers until the Parties have agreed on fonnal rules of
procedure.

4. Japan cited Article XII.5. oftbe Convention and noted that this section applies only to non-
Party States and does not mention intergovernmental organizations. Japan proposed that, for the
next year only, simple interim procedures be adopted to deal with such requests. Specifically,
requests should be provided to the Chairperson no later than 90 days prior to the Annual



Conference. The Chairperson v.ill notify each Party of the request and the Parties will respond to
the Chairperson with their views no later than 60 days prior to the Annual Conference.

5. Russia noted that under Article XII. , the Parties are authorized to invite any non-Party
State on the basis of unanimous consent.

6. 1apan reconfinned that Article XTI.5 consensus should be obtained prior to the Annual
Conference. Regarding intergovernmental organizations, the Convention makes no provisions
for admitting them as observers. Japan said it welcomes the participation of such groups if they
can contribute to the goals of the Convention. The Parties should examine previous actions of the
international fisheries l11~rnI gement organization prior to admission to the Annual Conference.. 
1apan made clear that its earlier proposal would apply to non-Party States and international
organizations on a provisional basis only. Regarding non-governmental organizations, the
Procedures Group should continue to discuss this issue.

1.7. Poland sQPported the Japanese proposal.

8. The United States DOted that Japan s proposal is only an interim step and that the U.
revised proposal will be more comprehensive, addressing observer participation by non-
governmental organizations as well as non-Party States ~d intergovernmental organizations.

9. Russia recommended that the Parties allow the Procedures Working Group to continue its
work, and proceed with J ~an ' s interim proposal.

10. The Annual Conference agreed to lapan s interim proposal for considering requests by
non-Party States and intergovernmental organizations for observer status at Annual Conferences
while allowing the Procedures Group to complete work on formal comprehensive rules of
procedures for observers.

Japan offered to hoSt the Third Annual Conference in Tokyo in October or November 1998.
Japan will notify the other Parties of the exact time and place via diplomatic channels.

B. ~on of.QWrperron and Vice ChaiI:person

7 . Und~ the Rules of the Procedure for the Annual Conference, the Parties shall elect as
Chairperson a nominee of the Party hosting the next Annual Conference. The Parties shall also
elect the Vice Chairperson.. Therefo~ Japan, as the hosting country for the Third Annual
Conference, named Mr. Kyoichi Kav.4gUchi as Chairperson.



2. Korea announced that it would host the Fourth Annual Conference in 1999, however, it
was not prepared to name the Vice Chairperson at thi~ time. Korea will notify the Parties of its
decision at a later date through diplomatic channels. 

1. Poland announced to the other Parties that it wanted to invite Canada to participate as an
observer to the Third Anml"l Conference in Tokyo.

2. Japan responded that it had no objection to Canada participating as an observer, but asked
Poland to follow the interim procedures set up by the Annual Conference to request approval for
non-Party observers to attend the Third Annual Conference.

3. Poland said that it believed that such a decision could be made at this Annual Conference
but agreed to submit a written request to the Chairperson.

4. Japan announced that at the S&T Committee Meeting it had indicated that it was considering
conducting a Bogoslof Island area survey in 1999. It informed the other Parties that it was still
unable to confinn that commitment. Japan also requested that the United States continue to
conduct its annual BogoslofIsland pollock spawning stock survey in the future because Japan
believes that there was an understanding that the United States would continue such surveys
annually based on the understanding that its institutions have a roll in the final determination of
the pollock biomass for the Specific Area.

S. The Annual Conference agreed on ajoint press release (Appendix 6).

The Parties closing statements are provided in Appendix 7.

10. Adjournment

Chairman Lauber adjourned the Second Annual Conference at 1500 on Thursday, 6 November
1997.
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OPENING STATEMENT
PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA

, By Mr. Xin Deli
Head of Chinese Delegation

November 5 , 1997

Thank you , Mr. Chairman

Mr. Chairman , distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:

First of all , I would like on behalf of the Chinese Delegation to extend our
gratitude to the government of the United States for hosting theConference. Mr. Chairman I believe that under your leadership, the
meeting will be able to fulfill its objectives.

Mr. Chairman, before the meeting, the experts from six countries part to
the Convention made efforts to solve the problems and draft the reports of
intercessional enforcement group meeting and meeting of scientists both

. held in Seattle and in Poland respectively, I would like to thank theseexperts for their hard-work and we appreciate the work done by theexperts. 
It is the second time we gather together to discuss the measures related
to the conservation and management of Pollock resources in the Central
Bering Sea after the Convention came into force and we have made a lot
of achievements although no fishing operation conducted in the Central
Bering Sea. We find that all decisions have been made consist with tJ1erelevant provisions of the Convention. That is to say, we have commoQbasis for discussing the relevant Issues regarding the Pollock resources
conservation and management in the Convention Management of PollockResources in the Central Bering Sea (the Convention). I wish that the
work and results of this conference should be also under the framework of



Page Two - Opening Statement - Peoples Republic of China

the Convention , and we should not make any decision beyond thelimitation stipulated by relevant provisions of the Convention.

Mr. Chairman , it is regretful that we cannot use the Convention and the
relevant regulations to manage the fishing operation in the Conventionarea since there are not fishing operation in the area. Are we sure thatthe detailed regulations we have adopted is good and enough for meeting
management requirements? I do not know because the regulations are
not proven by the reality. In this connection , I sincerely wish that the
fishing operation in the Central Bering Sea can be restarted soon.

Mr. Chairman , the Chinese Delegation will cooperate with you and other
Delegations to discuss and decide the management measures for the next
year during the period of the conference.

Than k you.
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I am Kawaguchi, Representative of Japa~ and Director of Far SeasFisheries Division of Resources Management Department of Fisheries
Agency of Japan. It is my pleasure to say a few words at the opening of
the 2nd Annual Conference of the Convention on the Conservation and
Management of the Pollock Resources in the Central Bering Sea.

As you are all aware the first Annual Conference was held in the Russian
Federation in November of the last year, and with friendly cooperation the
Contracting Parties determined on the AHL and deliberated on and
adopted various documents necessary to implement the Convention.

. The Enforcement Monitoring and Compliance Working. Group met in May,
and the Science Working Group in September, of this year. The twogroups reviewed various issues from their respective perspectives as
experts. I would like to pay high tribute to those who participated in thosemeetings. 
For our country the Bering High Sea is a very important fishing ground.Five years have lapsed since the Contracting Parties suspended fishery
for Pollock in the Convention area. The fishermen are anxiously waiting
for fishing operation to resume.

At the outset of this 2nd Annual Conference, I hope that the Contracting
Parties will d~liberate in a constructive manner not only on the primary
mandate of this Annual Conference of determining the Allowable Harvest
LQvel and IndividuaJ National Quota for next year, but on the various
pending issues as well , so that we may come to a fruitful conclusion. 

In closing I would like to express out sincere gratitude to the Governmentof the United States of America and those individuals involved in the
participation for having made all the arrangements for the Conference.
Thank You.
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By: Mr. Yang 500 Lee - Head of Delegation - November 5 , 1997
Mr. Chairman , Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a great honor for me to participate in the Second Annual Meeting. 
behalf of the Korean Delegation , I would like to thank the United States for
organizing and hosting this meeting.

As we are aware , many efforts have been made for the conservation and
management of the iving marine resources of the Central Bering Sea
since the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Pollock
resources in the Central Bering Sea came into force in December of 1995.

The Republic of Korea has positively participated in the r~levant meetings
including scientific research activities. I n particular, Korea has carried
out survey on the Bering Sea Pollock resources by research vessel since
1994.

The Korean Government will continue to strengthen cooperation with
member states. And also Korea will actively participate in the efforts for
conservation and management of fish stocks in the region, and will do its
best to provide accurate scientific data.

I hope that all member states will cooperate very closely so that the
promotion of conservation and effective management of fisheries
resources can be fully ensured and fishing can be reopened In the Central
Bering sea in the near future.

I look forward to fully participating in the discussion in the spirit of
cooperation, and to obtaining meaningful results over the next few days.

Thank you.
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By: Mr. V. Izmailov
Head of Delegation
November 6 , 1997

Mr. Chairman , Ladies and Gentlemen:

It has become a tradition to hofd Annual Conferences' of the Parties to the
Convention on Conservation and Management of Pollock Resources in the
Central Bering Sea in Autumn.

At present, the stock of Pollock in the Convention Area are deep in their lows.The results of studies made by Russian vessels this year confirm this
conclusion , again.

Throughout two days, scientists of our countries discussed the results of
scientific research, analyzed the current situation , and are going to present
their assessment of the status of Pollock resources in the Convention Area.

We have to discuss, and make our decision on the establishment of allowable
harvest level for Pollock for 1998. The future of our fishermen, as well as
conservation and recovery of pollock stocks in the Convention Area depend onthis decision. 
It seems reasonable to use the time that Nature allotted to us for the
development of an effective mechanism for fishery management, for seWng up a
system of control and interaction of the enforcement bodies and of course, for
continuation of research in the Convention Area which would make it possible to
determine the factors affecting the stocks of Pollock and other species.

We do hope that through their jo,int effort our nations will undoubtedly profit in
the future. 

May I express my gratitude to the U.S. Party for the invitation to take part in the
Second Conference in SeaWe , and for the provision of conditions needed for our
work.

Thank You.
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UNITED STATES

By: Mr. Steven Pennoyer
National Marine Fisheries Service

Mr. Chairman , distinguished delegates, on behalf of the United States , I
welcome you to Seattle for the Second Annual Conference. We are here
to fulfill one primary purpose, and that purpose is to work cooperatively to
ensure the recovery of the Pollock stocks in the Central Bering Sea and
their long-term sustainability. A significant amount of time has passed
since the process of negotiation and implementation of various provisions
of the Convention unfortunately, we have not observed any signs of
recovery of these stocks. We remain concerned that there remain more
questions than answers about the potential cause(s) of the Pollock stock
decline and, more importantly, the measures necessary to ensure their
sustainability.

This situation is further complicated by dramatic marine events unfolding
in various areas of the Bering Sea and North Pacific Ocean. The EI Nino
normally manifesting itself during winter months , unfolded along the west
coast of North America this past summer. This represents the earliest
Inception of this marine event in recorded history. In the Eastern Bering
Sea, the Alaska salmon fishery in Bristol Bay and other parts of Alaska
suffered from extreme declines in salmon returns causing tremendous
hardship to many communities. Other Jiving marine resources , such asmarine mammals and birds are experiencing similar stress anddecreases.

All parties have a vested interest to work cooperatively to ensure the goal
. of furthering our understanding of the marine ecosystem as it relates 

Pollock and their ecologically-related species. It is our view that 
proceed cautiously in our approach to develop measures to safeguard the
Pollock stocks. As you are all aware , the United States, has not fished the
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valuable Pollock roe fishery in the Bogoslof Island area. This decision is asignificant sacrifice to further the provisions of the Convention.

We recognize the scientific 
efforts made so far by all parties. However

increased cooperation is necessary. We are pleased to note the parties
have agreed to convene a Pollock symposium next summer in the Russian'
Federation. It will provide a needed forum to discuss Pollock distribution
migration and other biological factors.

The S & T workgroups have made progress on certain issues regardingobservers , compliance and monitoring, as well as scientific exchanges. Itis our hope additional progress will be made to develop management
measures which would contribute to the rational exploitation of Pollock inthe central Bering Sea when the stocks recover.

Thank you . Mr. Chairman and may I introduce the United Statesdelegation.
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B. Vice-ChairpersonC. Rapporteur
Adoption of the Agenda
Report of the Scientific and Technical Committee

- Action Items:A. The review of scientific data and conservation measures of the Coastal
States related to Pollock fishing in the Bering Sea.
The establishment of a plan of work for the Scientific and Technical
Committee.
The adoption of appropriate conservation and management measures
based upon the advice of the Scientific and Technical (S& T) Committee.
The review of trial fishing during 1996-1997
The establishment of the allowable harvest level
The establishment of the individual national quotas,
The establishment of terms and conditions for trial fishing in 1998
The reception of reports relating to measures taken to investigate
and penalize violations of the convention
The consideration of matters related to the conservation and
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Third Annual ConferenceA. TIme and LocationB. Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson
Other Business
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The Trial Fisher~es Report of Chinese Trawlers
in the Centra: Bering Sea in 1997

According tc t~= ~~derstanding reached at the Fi~st~nual Conferenc c~ ~~e Conservation and Management of
the Pollock Reso~rc=s :n the Central Bering Sea held in
Moscow in Novembe~ :396, two Chinese trawlers conductedtrial fishing ope::-ar.:.on in June and August 1997respectively. Two sci~ntific observers from Shangha~
Fisheries Universi~v ~ere , on board the two vessels
undertaken scie~ti:ic investigations, including the
record of the fishi~~ :~g in details, collecting pollock
samples for biolc9i=~1 ~easurements as ' well as monitoring
any by-catch.

Before the ~~:~~ :ishing started, the Bureau ofFisheries, Minis~~y =: ~gricul ture of China informed theother Nations ~ar~~ :0 the Convention the detailed
information related :0 :he trail fishing vessels chrough
diplomatic channels.

During the ~~i~l ::.shing in the Central Bering Sea,the two trawlers used their fish finders with maximumgain setting to searc~ for fish ~hile sailing. The
searching region was at the northern part of Central
Bering Sea and G~ly a :ew echo signs were found within
the days of seaz:-=h:':1g. Midwater trawls were placed in
wacer once the ec~c siq~s were found. However , the yield
per haul were ve=y :ow. For instance, one of these twovessels placed t~e ~et :n water at the point of 57"48' 
177: 02' E, towed fer ~ and half hours to 57:48' N, 177"30' 
only caught 40 pcll~ck Nith the size ranging from 45 to
60 em. The weathe~ c~nd:.tions during this tow were cloudy
with southeast wi~d of :orce 4, the wave force was 2. Foranother example, ~ne to.

.., 

started at 58C30' N, 179"28' W and
ended at 57= 35 179:46' W with the towing duration of hours, the eater: was :Jnly 25 pollock with the length
ranging from 50 t~ 60 c~. No other species were caught inthese two tows. In lar.er trial tows, the catches werevery low wi th on:y several to 60 pollock in each haul.
The length of pellcck ::aught during the fishing trial
ranged from 45 tc 60 cm, with a mean length of about 52.
cm. The sex eomp=si ~io:: of the pollock in the hauls was
about 42. 8% fema:es ane 57. % males.



The repor= f~om the two trial fishing vesselsindicated the ~~l ~ck resources in northern par~ of theCentral Bering Sea is still in a low situation in Juneand August. Ho~eve~, ~he trail fishing area covered by
these two vesse s was only at the northern par~ of theCentral Bering Sea, ~~e condition of pollock ~esources~eflected by ~~e two vessels may not represent thecomplete pictu=e 

of pollock resources in the entireCentral Bering 3ea. More efforts are required to have abetter. understCL.""1ding af the pollock resources in thearea.
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MEASURES ADOPTED PURSUANT TO THE CONVENTION ON THE
CONSERV A nON AND MANAGEMENT OF POLLOCK

RESOURCES I~ THE CENTRAL BERING SEA

TRIAL FISHING FOR POLLOCK IN 1998

Final 6 November 1997

I. Taking into account the repon of the Scientific and Technical Committee on the status
of pollock resources in the Aleutian Basin, the Second Annual Conference decided, as
follows:

1. To establish the 1998 Allowable Harvest Level (AHL) at zero; and

2. To authorize mal fishing in the Convention Area.

2. The Annual Conferer:ce establishes for 1998 the following tenns and conditions for
such operations:

No more than tv.-o vessels from each Party to the Convention at any time may
conduct trial fishing for pollock in the Convention Area. Infonnation on the vessels that
will engage in the trial fishing will be provided to all Parties at least one month prior to
commencement of trial Eshing. Such infonnation will includ~ vessel name, vessel type
vessel' s international radio call sign (IRCS), vessel' s satellite transmitter number, and the
area and time of the trial fishing. Parties conducting trial fishing will notify the other
Parties regarding the schedule of such trial fishing with sufficient notice to facilitate the
embarkation and disemb2Ikation of observers. Vessels engaged in trial fishing will have
Scientific Observers of the flag-State on board and will accept at least one Scientific
Observers of other Parties to the Convention in accordance with arrangements to be made
between the flag-State of the vessel and the other Parties. All provisions of the
Convention and all meastIres adopted by the Annual Conferences regarding boardings
and inspections, vessel monitoring systems, entry and transshipment notifications, safe
boarding ladder standards.. and shipboard logs and records will govern such trial fishing.
Prior to the Third Annual Conference, Parties conducting trial fishing will submit to the
other Parties a report of the trial fishing which provides the type of catch and distribution
data as specified in the Ce:nttal Bering Sea Observer Program Manual.
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THE SECOXD ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON THE

CONSER\'A TIO~ AND MANAGEMENT OF
POLLOCK RESOURCES IN THE CENTRAL BERING SEA

~ovember 5- , 1997
Seattle, Washington, USA

JOl.VT PRESS RELEASE

Representatives from the six Parties to the Convention for the Conservation and Management of
Pollock Resources in the Central Bering Sea met in Seattle , Washington, USA , and continuedtheir cooperativ~ efforts to conserve and manage pollock stocks in the Convention Area.

The Second Annual Conference held under terms of the Convention took place November 5-
1997. It was chaired bv Mr. Richard 

Lauber of the United States. The six countries who are
members of the Convention ~ the Peopie s Republic of China, Japan , the Republic of Korea, theRepublic of Poland, the Russian Federation, and the United States of America -- agreed on
conservation and management measures and reviewed scientific information on the status of
pollock stocks. The Scientific and Technical Committee agreed on a plan of work, includingintersessional meetings , for 1998.

Based on the report of the Scientific and Technical Committee, the Parties agreed that data was
insufficient to detennine the biomass of the pollock stocks. The Parties agreed that, despite nocommercial fishing in the Central Bering Sea for the past five years, the pollock stocks have not
increased. After a thorough discussion by the Parties, the Annual Conference agreed by
consensus to set the Allowable Harvest Level for the commercial fishery for pollock in the
Central Bering Sea during 1998 at zero. Unqer terms of the Convention, trial fishing by vessels
of the Parties to the Convention \\-ill be 

permitted in 1998 , under terms and conditions that were
established by t~e Annual Conference.

The Parties adopted a Central Bering ~ea Observer Program. All fishing vessels will carry
observers when fishing is reswned in the Convention Area. Management measures will be
further developed by coITespondence through diplomatic channels for discussion at the next
Annual Conference.

There was also considerable discussion on accepting requests for observer status by non-PartyStates and other International ~ni7.~tions. Interim measures for such requests were agreed.
The Parties will continue their ,vork on transparency issues through a working group onprocedures. 

'\ "

Japan invited the Parties to convene the Third Annual Conference in October or November
1998 , in Tokyo. The Republic of Korea extended a preliminary invitation to host the Fourth
Annual Conference in 1999.
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By: Kyoichi Kawaguchi
Head of Delegation
November 6 , 1997

At the close of the Second Annual Conference , I would first like to express our sinceregratitude to Mr. Lauber, as Chairperson of the Annual Conference , and Dr. Marasco asChairperson of the Scientific and Technical Committee for their effective leadership conducting our business at these meetings. Also , thank and express our respect toMr. Niemeier and Lt. Commander Quigley as our Rapporteurs for their difficult task ofputting together the records of the meetings in such a short time. And I would like tothank the Government of the United States of America and those people involved in therunning of the Conference for their hard work.

We have just concluded the Second Annual Conference held since the Conventionwent into effect. We have made progress in puWng in place various rules necessaryto implement the Convention. However, the most important aspect of the Convention
, Ibelieve , is for the Allowable Harvest Level to be set and commerical fishery to beresumed as earty as possible. We cannot say "the Convention has truly achieved itsobjective until such day arrives. The objective of the Convention should not be to set

up a sanctuary for Pollock in the Central Bering Sea. We intend to work together withthe other parties so that through deepening of mutual understanding and cooperation
among the parties , we may be able to reopen fishery in the Convention area one day.

A magnificant platter on the table , which is empty of food , can serve no purpose; wehumans cannot surrive by simply looking at beautiful plates.

The Third Annual Conference next year is now decided to be held in Japan. Hosting Party and as Chairpef'Son , my country and I intend to put our utmost effects incarrying out our duties. 
In closing, I would like to wish aU of you good health, and look forward to seeing you allagain, next year.

Thank you.
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

By: Mr. Yong 500 Lee
Head of the Delegation
November 5 , 1997

Thank you , Mr. Chairman.

On behalf of Korean Delegation would like to express my sinceregratitude to you for your leadership which enabled this meeting toconclude with the fruitful results.

I am confident that the results of the Second Annual Conference willcontribute to the conservation and rational management of fish stocks inthe Convention area.

I also would like to express thanks to the member states for theacceptance of the Korea s offer to host the 4th Annual Conference in1999. Korea will make every possible effort for preparation of themeeting.

Once again, I would like to thank the Government of the United States 
forhosting this Conference and it's hospitality.

Thank you.
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By: Mr. V. Izmailov
Head of Delegation
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Thank you Mr. Chairman;

The Russian Delegation would like to note that the discussions that havetaken place in the course of the Conference show that the Parties of the
Convention exercise precautionary approach to the utilization of marineliving resources.

Although, the allowable level of Pollock harvest in the Convention area for1998 remains zero our Delegations have agreed to fish for Pollock only the basis of scientific data.

It should be pointed out that our Conference has envisaged ways toresolve the problem of rehabilitation of Pollock stocks.

We also lay hopes on the results of the scientific symposium which isscheduled for summer next year, to be held in Russia. It will allow us tofind right methods for the implementation of the objectives of theConvention.

May I thank Chairman of the Conference for his skillful leadership of ourwork. 
We are thankful to the United States party for hospitality, and for goodworking conditions for our Conference. I would like to thank the Japanese
Delegation for the invitation to the 3rd Conference of Parties to theConvention.




