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I NfRODUCT ION

Repre:;entat i ve fr'om :3 i X count.r i 

(~~~ 

11'.188t i nG: in Moscow took 
unpreceduted step forward in developing and fostering cooperation
between coastal states and fishing nations In man~Jing living
Irari ne resources in the central Ber i ng: Sea.

The first r!1eetin~.f of a new international fi:'=:herv organization,
c!E:aling With pollock resources in the central Berig' S~~a, took place
November 13-'15 1996. The six countrie:3 that are parties to the
COf"IVent i on 

' ~- - ~'~;' "... ~ ' -

I ~~'::I~-::II .L .c' Pollo

- -

llr

""'- .'

dIe !1:.J':"-1' L, I! Lu KI IVIGllo.l;:;fjlil, , JL, v1 c... " e:::.

() 

(A:7:~

in the Central Bering Sea rnet to 3gTee on conservation and
manag-ernent measures and to establ ish procedures through whi ch they
will conduct the business of the Convention,

Representati ve from China, JaparJ, the Republ ie of Korea,
Poland, the Russian federation a'1d the United States reviewed
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and agreed that. there. were insifufficient data
to est. i mate stock abundance of the stocks. After thorough
discuss i on the part. i es agreed by consensus that there woul d be 
fi shery in the Central Ber i ng Sea agai n in 1 997.

The part. i c i pants cant i nu6ej to d i seu:;s frl0asures by wh i ch 
fi :3hery in the area would be managed once stock~3 of pollock are

fishery. They formed a Scientifi c and
and they adopted a number of conservat i on 2.
anticipating a fishery in the future. Thi3

suffiCj ant to support
Techn i cal Comrni ttee 
management measures.
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Agenda
The First Annual Conference of States - signatories

to the Convent i on on Conservat i on and Management of'
Pollock Resources in the Central Bering Sea

(Moscow

,. 

tJovember 13-15 ,. 1996)

Opening of the Conference

Opening staten~nts and introduction of delegations

El ect."i ens:

Chairman- and Vice-Chairman;
ApPointnBnt of rapporteur

Adopt i on of Agenda
Deve loprnent and adopt i on of the Rules of Procedure
Establishnent. of the SCientific and Technical Committee:

ii.
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election of its, Chairman.
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resources in the Convention Area for 1997 as based

advice of the Scientific a'1d Technical Gommi ttee.
Review. of the reports by Parties on measures taken

to invest i gate nfr i ngements of the Convent i en.
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I II.
REPORT OF

THE F I RSf AtnroAL COtJFERENCE OF THE PART I ES

TO THE CONVEtITION ON THE CONSERVATION

MID MANAGEMENT OF POLLOCK RESOURCES

IN THE CENTRAL BERING SEA

Plenary Session on November 13. 1996

1. Opening of trle Conference.

Dr. V. K. Zi lano'l. Deputy Chairman of the Fisheries Gommi ttee of
the RussIan Federation welcon~d on behalf of the Governn~nt or the

, Russian Federation the delegates from the Countries-Parties to the

Convention on the Conservation and Wanagement of Pollock Resources

in the Central Bering Sea i. e. China japan, the Republ ic 
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welcoming address is ' attached).
He then proposed a plan

Conference. 
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ot worr(, wh i ch was adopted by the

2. Opening, staterr.ents and introduction of the Delegations.
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staternent (attached) and introduced members of the Delegation.

The head of the Republ i c of Korea De l"e gat i on', -, - tv1r~ ' Hate Hai ng' '
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De legat. ion.

The head of the Chinese Delegation Mr. Ruifeng FENG made
:3taternent and introejuceej members of the De leg'at ion.

The head of' the Japanese Delegation, Wu. K. Kawaguchi rnade

statement. (attached; and introduced member:=~ of the Deleg'ation.
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Election Chairman and Vice-Chalnn....Qf1 and
~orteur.
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.The USA Delegation proposed that Ru:3sia, a:~ the host Country,
chai r the Conference. The Republ i of Korea C11 i nese , Japanese and
Pol ish Delegations seconded the USA propo:;al. Dr. V. K. Zi lanov was
thus elected the Grlai rman or the Conference. He eft. the post 

t1-Ie head of the Russian Delegation to Mr. V. G. Fedorenko.
The Japanese Delegat ion proposed Mr. R. B. Lauber (USA) to be the

Vice-Chairman. This proposal was seconded by the Russian Delegation

and Wu. R. B. Lauber was thus elected the Vi ce-Chai rIR-qr) of the
Gonfe re nee.
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rapporteur , USA, Korea and japan seconded the nomination and he was
thus appo i nted to serve as the rapporteur.

Adopt i on of the Agenda.
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OJ. the Part i 
prior to ,the Conference. At the first Plenary meeting the Russian
Delegation proposed a revised draft Which took into account the
resul ts of the Seattle meetings last October and that under. Agenda
i tern 6 for the establ ishIrent of the , Scient. ific and Tecru'1ical
COm.'1H t tee pray i dect ' under th i proposal, the Sc i ent if i and
Technical Co~mi ttee would cover ~3nY of the original Agenda i tens.
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C'; 111.--.... ,U,:)o.-Il proposal was supported by the USA Delegation. The
Japanese Delegation questioned the absence of some Agenda items in
the new draft , e. 

g. "

trai n i ng of observers , suggest i ng they should
not be in the Agenda of the' "S&T Committee. ' The Russian - DeI e-gat-i" on 
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The Polish Delegation expressed it:; concern over the unu:3ual.
spec i r i c curcunstances re lat i ng to Agenda i tern 6 , since usual 1 y the
Conference :3hould cons ider the Report of the 5&T Commi ttee, the
meet ing or- whiCh should have taken place prior to the Conference.-
The Chai rman agreed that the s tuat i on was, indeed, unusual but
indicated that unofficial looetings of the informal S&T Commi ttee
had. in effectt taken place at Seattle.

It was agreed to adopt the Agenda wi th the above remarks 3J'1d

reservations being taken into account (attached).

Development and adoption of the Rules of Procedure.

The Chai rman remi nded the De legates, that at the Seat tIe
meet i ng draft. Rules of Procedure for the Conference and for the 5&T
Commi ttee have been prepared 3J'1d met. no Objection.

The Polish Delegation requested additional time to reflect on,
F+-,....11 .:u 1....:;..

The Korean

+-.

LIe egav lon proposed to add to Rule 6 for the 5&T
election of Vice-Chairman of the
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.L II'::' proposal was secontjed the US Delegation a~d

adopted by the Plenary.

. The Japanese ~)d Pol ish Delegations stated that the second
sentence or Rule 2 ror the Conferen~e should be de leted in line
with the understanding, reached at the Seattle lne'eting. The Russian
Delegation proposed to change the world "hosting" at the end , of the

third line of the Rule to "expected to host". But the japa'l6se
Delegation objected on the grounds that this

not overcome the difficulty.
..r,.......""~ nVI '-' would
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the text. of Article 5 ~ para 3, of the Convention.
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sGccnded by the Russ ian arilj U::; De legat. ions,
The Pol ish Delegation proposed to clarify the Gleet ion

procedure by adding at the beginlng that election:; take place at.
the end of the Conference. The Russian Delegation expressed concern

about possible mi::;un:.lerstanding in the future about reasons for
using certain parts or- the Convention for the Rules while net using
the ot.~-ier:3.

Thu 
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1 I 1,-, t:". K, adopted the Rules for the Annual Conference wi 
the Japanese mocjitication or Rule 2 and the Korean of"
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pray i s ions of the Convent ion.

Tile Russian Delegation nominated Dr. 8. N. KateDey to the Cttee.
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The CtJai rnL-::m noted that i tern of the Ager'lLia is of ma ~or
importance under the Convention and brought at-tent ion to t~-
Suggested Agenda of the SOlI Cttee by Russian and US Par'ties ~ whii:h
hopefully, would faCilitate the Cttee in the provisIon -of lts
advice to the Conference. He indicated the proposed :3eparation of

ac,ks between the Sc ience WG and the Enforcement vlG wi thi n the 5&T
Cttee.

The Pol ish Delegation again referred to i ts preV1GUS
observation on the unusual circurrBtances of the S&T Cttee meeting
thiS year and proposed for the S&T Cttee to meet in the afternoon
today and in the morning session tomorrow Noveloc~r 14, so as to
report to the Plenary at. its afternoon meet i ng at 3. 00 p. 

The Japanese Delegation again requested clarification of
functions of the S&T Cttee regarding the enforcement matters
stating that such trotters should be handled by a separate body
which could be an informal WG, operating independently from the S&T

Cttee~ whose term of reference were indicated in the Convention.

The Chairman explained ,that the Science WG and the Enforcement
WG ' would
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( art. i c Ie g , para 5).
The Russian Delegation indicated that both' approaches, i. 

two separate WGs or a single S&T Cttee were acceptable to them to

fac i I i tate the sub j ect.
The Japanese Delegation reserved its interpretation of Article
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would be two separate WGs or whether they would operate wt1i thi n the
fra' newor"k of the S&T ett.ee.
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aU:3p i C8:=: of the S& Ct. tee.
The Russian Delegation clarified that under the Convention the

Annual Conference '/fa:.:; the sale and the anI v formal body ent i t led 
rrake Ijecisions on recommendations prepared for it. by supplementary
work i ng bod i es. Pray i s ions of the Convent ion i nd i cate that the S&T
Cttee deals with management which in itself include enforcement
moni taring 3J'Id control. Therefore, operation of both WGs under the
auspices of the S&T Cttee does not contradict to the Convention.

The Chairman indicated that only the Pienffi' was in the
position to empower the S&-T Cttee to deal With certain matters and
proposed to reconvene the Plenary in the afternoon of November t 4-

suspending tr~ final decision on the subject under discussion for
the time being.

Plenary session on November 14, 1996

The Plenar'v was reconvened at 4. 00 

p. ~ 

on November 14, 1996.
The Chairmal) '" T
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work could be final i-zed by the evening. Prel imi nary reports of tho
Sc H~nce Group and , the Enforcement Group have been cons"i dered 3t'ld

- modified by the Commi tttee. After modified reports are printed and
distributed for consiejeration by the members of the - S&T Cttee , the

Cri3ir will be in a positi"On to report to the Plenary.
The Chairman of the Conference proposed to the Delegates that

the 5&T Ctt.ee should fi nish its work and report to the Plenar'v at
9. ;30 a. n1. on November 15 , 1996 and this ' was agreed upon.

He then reporte(j to 
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10.
resources in the Convent i on Area for t 997 as based on. the ad\' ice 
the SCientific and Technical Commi ttee.

The Chai rman of the Conference gave the, floor to the Chai rman
of the Scientific and Technical Cormnittee, Dr. R. Marasco. Dr.
R. ~Aara3co presented the Report, indicating that the Commi ttee
agreed to initially discuss Agenda iteITG 7-9 in the context of 

recomrnendation on an allowable harvest level (AHL) for the Central
Bering Sea for the 1997 fishing year. Upon completion of the above
discussion the Commi ttee entertained a broader del iberation of the
issues under each of these Agenda i telTS and of those stemmi ng fromthe report of the Sc i ence Group meet i ng and the report of the
Moni tor i ng, Control, and Surve i lla~ce Experts Group Meet ing. These
reports are attached to the Report of the tv1eeting of the Scientific
ar)fj Technical Con111ittee (1:3-14 November 1995, ~bscow) whiCh
turn , is annexed to the Report of the First Annual Conference.

The US De legat ion inqu ired about the S&-T Ct tee, est i Irate of thG
Aleutian Basin pollock bioffi..qss. Dr. ' R. Marasco repl led that. there
were insufficient ejata est i mate the. biomass. c"',~' ,..... t- ,
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The US De legat. ion noted that. the AHL for t 996 was zero 'and
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The Chinese Dele~at.ion agree(1 that the Conference could

establ i :;h tile AHL for "199'/ at zero. However the De legat i on hopet1
that the concern:=:. expressed by the Japanese Delegation could be
tal

~ y, """"

our. c: 1 1 I I ... C1Iv -' I'
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The POli~:h Delegation expreSs8(j different interpretation of
the biomass abunejance an(j possible AHL from the USA Delegation.
Taking into account. the Polish fishing industry position the Polish

Delegation shared the GOnCerDe expressed by the Japa'1ese Delegation.
However, in order to reach the consensus at the Conference the
Polish Delegation would not object to the zero AHL for 1997.

The Korean Delegation shared the Japanese Delegation opinion
and be 1 i eyed that. Llecause of the economi c s i tuat i on a low AHL
should be considered. The Chairrran inquired whether the Korean
Delegation shared the emerging general consensus anej the Delegation
rapl ied posi ti vely.

- The Chairman sunurarized that the AHL for 1977 is set zero
by consensus, on the basis or available scientific data.
Simult2~aously he drew attention to the necessity to improve the
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the Japanese , Chinese, Korean a'1d Polish Delegations.
The Russia~ Delegation presented a joint RUSSi~l-USA proposal

on trial fishing for pollock in 1997:

Measures adopted pursuant to the Convent i on on the
- Conservation and Management, or Pollock Resources in the

Central Bering Sea

Trial Fishing for Pollock in 1997

1730 14 tlover..ber- 1995--
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- 9 - 12.
any time may conduct trial fishing for pollock in the Convention
Area. Information on the vessels that will engage in the trial
fish i ng W 111 be pray ded to all States concerned before tr 
fishing begins. Parties cunducting trial fishing shall notify the
other Par'ties regarding the schedule or :3uch trial fishing with
sufficient notice to faciliatate the inport embarkation and
disembarkation or observers. Such vessels will have Scientific
Observers of' the flag-State on board ar)(j wi 11 accept SCientific
Observers of other Part i as to the Convent ion in accordance wi th
arrangements to be ~ade between them All provisions of the
Convent i on and all rr-.aasures adopted at th i s Annual Conference
regard i ng board i ng a~d inspect ions, vasse 1 mon i tor i ng systems,
entry and transshipIl".ant notifications, safe boarding ladder
standards~ and shipboard logs and records shall govern such trial
fi shi ng

The Japanese De legat ion , i nd i cated that , the proposal is
acceptable in principal but rrade modification to the line in the
second paragraph containing reference to the "and the continuing
decline in its biolrass since in 1995 the biorrass was not 
decl i ne, propos i ng to de l~te those words.

The RUSSia'1 Delegation responded that it would be proper to
delete the reference to the "continuing but to retain the
reference to the "decline in its biorr.as :3ince this corresponded

~ ~ ~ ~
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The Japanese Delegation indicated that , its earlier agreement
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on the (jeclining biomass. The Polish Delegation supporte,j thiS
op i n i on i nd i cat i ng that. the S&T Cttee Report contai ned 
inejication of' the ,jecl ining biornass, it. :3imply stated that. ,jata
were insuf'ficient,
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eng:age,j in tr i a1 f i zh i ng in 1 rj9'7.

13.

The US Delegation indicated that under the provisions of
Article )(. para Ll trial fishing should be conducted in accordance
wi th research plans Which had to be reviewed a..d approved by the
Annual Conference. Since this was not done thiS year , the presence
of observers became of v tal importance.

The Pol ish Delegation indicated that the measures adopted for
trial fishing would be obserwed by Pol ish vessels. But as a matter
of principle the Delegation insisted that the Report of the
Conference shoulc1 contain its opinion , that. measures elaboratecj for
conurercial fishing vessels were not. applicable to vessels
conduct. i ng trial fi shi rIg. The De legat ion furthermore stated that
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to the 5&T Cttee in ."Titiog. Brieflv,
pollock or- the Aleutia'i E?asin stock wi thin
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the Russ i an EEZ were
compat i ble wi th those adopted for the Central Bering Sea

Ttie Chairrr.a.n summarized that no infringements were recorded in
"1996 , and that both USA and Russ i a were intend i ng to cant i nue the
suspen:=:ion of the fisherv for the stock in 1997.

9. Review of matters relating to conservation and maJ'1agement of
the 1 i ving resources other than pollock the Convention Area

The Russ i an De 1 egat. i on remi nded the De 1 egates that Ru,- -; aj~J.
planned convene sympos i urn on this matter M..qg ad an 1997 ,
where it. would n-ore appropr i ate d i ' us. this rratter
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thoroughl 

- -1 .L . Second Annual Conference Time and Place.

The US Delegation offered to "host the Second Annual Conference

in November 997 in the USA, the exact dates and venue to be
offered through diplomatic channels. The Conference gratefully
accepted the offer.

Election of Chairm:ill and Vice- ~hairmcm

The Russian Delegation proposed, in accordance wi th the Rules
of Procedure , that the Chat rperson of the Conference should be from
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R. 8. Lauber. The motion was seconded by the Korean Delegation 3.t'1d

Dr. Lauber was e le.cted th~ Chai rman of the Second Annual Conference.
Rega.rc!inrt the Vice-Chairman the Cha i rrnan +- i-- ,Li le
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host the Tli i rei Annual Conference.
ThE'. Chairman then proposed, that since japan planned,

tentatively, to host the Thirej Annual Conre-renee Mr. K. Kawaguchi
be elect8(j the Vice-Chainnan. Tlie Conference adopted thiS proposal.
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with Article 1\1
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0.1 '::1. Ov planned to publ ish all conservat ion andmanagement mea.:;ures in force in the Convent i on Area.
The Chairman

199" . pI us other
nd i Gated that the mal or rrea:.ure was the AHL for

me-3sures include(j the Report. the 3&T
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The US Delegation raised the matter of the participation by
NGOs. Expressing its concern over this unresolved issue, theDelegation informeej that it would circulate a note on the subject
matter prior to trI8 Seconej Annual Conference.

12. Closing staten~nts,

The US Delegation made a closing state~nt (attached), and
invited the Parties to the Second Annual Conference in the USA in
1997.

The Japanese Delegation joined the US Delegation in the
expressions of' gratitude. It expressed its disappointment in thefailure" by trle Conference to adopt some~ AHL' for , 1-977-
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and expressed
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Before adjOUrning the Conference the Chai tman read out draft

Press- release. After some discussion, the Conference approved the
Press- release (attached) and authorized the Chairman to release it
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.1. , Ad j ournIne nt..

The First Annual Conference was ad j ourned
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November "15, 1965.
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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF
THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL COMMIITEE

13- 14 November 1996
Moscow Russia

Parties to the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Pollock Resources in the
Central Bering Sea (the Convention) established the Scientific and Technical (S&T) Committee
on 13 November 1996. Dr. Richard Marasco (United States) and Dr. Kiyoshi Wakabayashi
(Japan) were elected Chair and Co-chair respectively.

1. Opening Remarks

--..., ' - "".,.,

In his opening comments the Chair reiterated the charge given to the S&T Committee by the

"..

Conference Chainn~ i. e..~ to. (1.). review- and update. the. status. of pol1ock resources in the central
Bering Sea and (2) develop recommendations for addressing the conservation and management of
those pollock resources. The parties were given an opportunity to present opening statements
and introduce their delegations. A list of participants is provided at Attachment 1. :

2. Appointment of Rapporteur

Mr. Paul Niemeier (United States) was appointed rapporteur for the meeting,

3. Adoption of the Agenda

Participants adopted the agenda shown in Attachment 2. The Chair proposed~ and the
participants agreed~ to initially discuss agenda items 7-9 in the context of a recommendation on an
allowable harvest level (AHL) for the central Bering Sea for the 1997 fishing year. Participants
also agreed that upon completion of the above discussion, they would entertain a hroader
deliberation of the issues under each of these agenda items.

4. Report from Science Group

Dr. Loh-Lee Low (United States) presented to the S&T Committee the report of the Science
Group Meeting held on 9- 11 October 1996~ in Seattle (Attachment 3). Dr. Low briefly
summarized the major issues discussed at the meeting: the updating of catch 'and effort statistics
for Bering Sea pollock resources~ results of trial fishing in the central Bering S~ results of 1996
research cruises~ a review and update of the status of Aleutian Basin pollock stoc~ Parties
cooperative research plans for 1996- 1997 ~ and the status of the observer training program.

Regarding the issue of cooperative research plans for 1996- 1997, the representative from Korea
noted that Korea would probably employ the RIV PUSAN 85 for an echo integration-trawl
survey in the Aleutian Basin, including the Bogoslof Island area, in 1997.
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The Committee adopted the report.

5. Report from Enforcement, Monitoring, and Control Group

Captain J. Vincent O'Shea (United States) presented the report of the Monitoring, Control, and
Surveillance Experts Group Meeting held on 9- 11 October 1996, in Seattle (Attachment 4).
Captain O'Shea summarized the work accomplished by this group since its first meeting in
February 1995. To date, the parties have provisionally adopted the following documents:
Boarding and Inspection Manual, Entryffranshipment Notification Procedures, Minimum
Standards and Specifications for Shipboard Vessel Monitoring System Equipment, and Safe
Boarding Ladder Standards. Delegations also approved at the Experts Meeting in October 1996
the following documents: Appropriate Government Authorities to Receive Entry and
Transhipment Notifications, Boarding Checklist, Report ofInspectio~ Inspection Questionnaire
and Minimum Standards and Specifications for Shipboard Logs and Records. Regarding
Shipboard Logs and Records, all parties should submit their flag-State s logs to facilitate Observer
training prior to the scheduled training session. In additio~ the Duties of an Article XI Observer

" "" will be , included ,in the Gentral, Bering. Sea- Observer Program.., (This, recommendation was
subsequently withdrawn in agenda item S. ) Poland reserved the position that a List of
Master/Observer Cooperation be developed at a future date.

Delegations approved the document "Circumstances Related to Interference with an Observer
with the provision that the United States provide a revised proposal for consideration by the'
parties at the First Annual Conference. The United States provided such a revised proposal.

The major outstanding issue is that of a management system for the central Bering Sea. The
United States and Japan have submitted proposals for consideration by the parties,

Captain O'Shea urged that the S&T Committee recommend to the parties at the First Annual
Conference that the monitoring, control, and surveillance measures developed to date be formally
adopted and that the Group meet in the near future to resolve remaining issues.

The Committee adopted the report.

6. Report from Procedures Group

Mr. Jonathan Pollard (United States) reported that the last meeting of the Rules of Procedure
Experts' Group was in November 1995 at the Meeting of the States Signatories to the
Convention. The Group developed Rules of Procedure for the Annual Conference and the S&T
Committee, which were provisionally adopted at that meeting and formally adopted by the parties
at this First Annual Conference. Mr. Pollard reported that the remaining issue to be resolved is
the participation by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the Annual Conferences and
meetings of the S&T Committee.

The Committee adopted the report.
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7. Discussion of Issues from Science Group

a. Detennination of Allowable Harvest Level (ARL)

The Science Group engaged in a lengthy discussion, but could not arrive at a consensus with 
respect to an annual harvest specification. The Chair summarized the discussions, stating that the
United States and Russia supported the conclusions that the AHL should be zero. Among the
other parties, Japan, Korea, and Poland disagreed with this conclusion. China proposed a
compromise (Attachment 5), which was supported in principle by Poland, Russia, and the United
States. Unfortunately, the Group was still unable to reach a consensus.

b. Work Plan for 1997

i. Data Exchanges

The U.S. representative stated that there is currently in place a process for data submission and

. ",-- - 

that-the-UnitedStates is,the repository for such data.

, ,

Herecommended- that this process
continue. All parties agreed.

----- 

--- J..hJL_Trial.Fishing Plans,

Contingent on the AHL being zero for 1997, Poland, China, Japan, and Korea expressed their
intention to conduct trial fishing in the central Bering Sea. The S&T Committee supports these
requests.

iii. Cooperative Research Plans

The United States reported that it had received plans from several parties (the United States
Japan, Korea, and Russia). None of the parties involved reported changes in the plans presented
at the Experts Meeting in Seattle. China, Poland and Korea expressed interest in placing
scientists on the U. S. R/V MIUER FREEMAN.

The United States emphasized the importance of gaining access for the R/V MILLER FREEMAN
to continue its survey tracks into the Navarin Basin area, in order to fully assess the distribution of
pollock stock resources.

iv. Observer Training Program

The United States offered to host an observer training program on March 24- , 1997, in Seattle.
All parties expressed an interest in participating, and the United States agreed to contact parties
by fax in the immediate future. Detailed information on each participant will be requested, and
this information should be provided by I December 1996.
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v. Sy..-.posium

The Russian delegation reported that infonnation on the Symposium on the Status and Dynamics
of Pollock Stocks and Other Living Marine Resources in the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea
would be provided by fax to all parties in mid-December. The current plan is to hold this
symposium in Magadan in July or August 1997.

c. Other Issues

Poland noted that, according to the Rules of Procedure for the S&T Committee, the Committee
shall prepare a preliminary agenda for the next annual meeting. A working group was formed to
prepare the agenda (shown at Attachment 6). The agenda was approved by the Committee.

Korea proposed that the Science Group meet sixty days in advance of the Annual Conference, in
order to provide time for the parties to prepare a report for the Annual Conference. Some parties
noted that, if this meeting is held too early, data from research cruises may not be available.

The S&T Committee fonned two groups under its auspices, the Science Group and the
Enforcement Group, to carry on the work of the groups previously known as the Science Experts
Group and the Monitoring, Control and Surveillance Experts Group, respectively. Japan
maintains its reservation on the interpretation of the nature of the functions to be carried out by
the S&T Committee.

8. Discussion of Issues from Working Group on Enforcement,
Monitoring and Control

a. The Enforcement Group reviewed the issue of trial fishing for Pollock in 1997 if the AHL is
, zero, and discussed the difficulty in submitting a research plan for trial fishing in 1997. Some of
the parties expressed a desire to conduct trial fishing operations in 1997 without having a research
plan ready at the Annual Conference.- Some of the parties expressed the necessity that, consistent
with Article X, paragraph 4 of the Convention, there are terms and conditions, including
monitoring and compliance, which should be applied if trial fishing for pollock in 1997 is
authorized at the Annual Conference. These terms and conditions could be developed by the
Annual Conference or the Conference could task this working group with their development.

. b. In view of the discussion of the S&T Committee earlier today, the Enforcement Group
withdrew its recommendation of adopting the document "Duties of an Article XI Observer.

c. The Enforcement Group briefly discussed the Central Bering Sea Observer Program and
recommends that the S&T Committee report on the status of the draft of that program. It was
suggested that a working group composed of members of the Science and Enforcement Groups
be formed to resolve this issue.
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d. The Enforcement Group also recommends that it hold an intersessional meeting in Seattle
Washington, USA, during February or March 1997 to continue its work on other issues.

e. Agenda items 8. d. were deferred to a later meeting due to time constraints.

9. Discussion of Issues from Procedures Group

a. Participation of NGOs

The issue ofNGO participation was deferred to the Annual Conference for discussion.

b. Other Issues

There were no other issues.

10. Other Matters and Recommendations

10.a. Meeting Schedules for the Science Group and the Enforcement Group for
1997...Time and Place

Poland offered to host the Science Group meeting in August 1997, tentatively at the' Sea Fisheries
Institute in Gdynia. The date and location of the meeting will be confirmed once the Polish
delegation has returned to Poland.

-"""-'."""----

The- UnitedStates'will' host an-intersessionalmeeting of the Enforcement Group in Seattle
Washington, during February or March 1997, to allow the Group to continue its work on other
important issues.

10.b. Other Matters

The S&T Committee discussed the role of Article XI observers. It concurred on the need for
validated catch data, which is critical to the assessment and management of Central Bering Sea
pollock resources. The Committee failed to resolve the matter.

11. Report to the Annual Conference

The S&T Committee formally adopted the Reports of the Science Group, Enforcement Group,
and Procedures Group. The Committee recommends that Parties at the Annual Conference
approve these three reports.

12. Closing Comments

There were no closing comments.
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Attachment 1

PARTICIPANTS IN THE MEETING OF
THE SCIENTJl4' C AND TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

13- 14 November 1996
Moscow, Russia

JAPAN

Ms. Eiko AOKI
Regional Coordinator, Fisheries Division
Econonllc Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

, - Dr: Kiyoshi W AKABA ASm
Director, North Pacific Resources Division
National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries Fisheries Agency
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Mr. Akira NIW A
Assistant Director, International Affairs Division
Oceanic Fisheries Department, Fisheries Agency

n,-. --

- ---

Ministry' of-Agricuitore;' Forestry and Fisheries

Mr. Hiroyasu ADACm
Marine Resources Division
Research Department, Fisheries Agency
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Mr. Akinari MAEJIMA
International Affairs Division
Oceanic Fisheries Department, Fisheries Agency
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Mr. Kuniyuki MORIW AKE
Far Seas Fisheries Division
Oceanic Fisheries Department, Fisheries Agency
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Mr. Noiaki TAKAGI
Executive Secretary
Japan Deep Sea Trawlers Association
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Mr. Nbuyuki Y ANAGA W 
Executive Secretary
Kushiro Trawl Fisheries Cooperative Association

Interpreters

Ms. Mieko KONDO

Mr. Toyu Y AZAKI

PEOPLE' S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. Ming LI
Deputy 'Chief, Deep Sea Fishery Division
Fishery Department, Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. Ying Qi ZHOU
Professor, Shanghai Fisheries University

Mr. Jianhong MENG
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

POLAND

Mr. Ireneusz WOJCIK
Head of Delegation
Sea Fisheries Institute, Gdynia

Mr. Andrzej KIEDRZYN
Expert
Ministry of Transport

Mr. Stanislaw Kasperek
Advisor
GRYF" Fishing Company

Me. Jerzy JANUSZ
Sea Fisheries Institute, Gdynia

Mr. Waldemar PYTEL
Counsellor
EmbassyofP01and
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Mr. Rak Raing CHO
Read of Delegation
First Secretary of Korean Embassy in Moscow

Mr. Young-Hoon CHUNG
Deputy Director
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

Mr. Won Seok YANG
Senior Fisheries Scientist
National Fisheries Research and Development Agency

Mr. Chang Hwan SInN
Advisor
Assistant Director, Korean Deep-Sea Fisheries Association

RUSSIA

Mr. Vladimir FEDORENKO
Deputy Head of Delegation
Representative of Gosconuybolovstvo

in the United States

Dr. Boris KOTENEV
Deputy Director of VNIRO

Dr. Tatyana SPIV AKOV A
Chief of Division
Committee on Fisheries

Mr. Irakly MINT ASHVILI
Marine Forces

Mr. Andrey T ARASOV
Marine Forces

Mr. Genrich BOROVKOV
Department of International Cooperation
Committee on Fisheries



Mr. Vladimir BURKANOV
Director of Kamchatrybvod

Mr. Serguei PLAKHOTIN
Kamchatrybvod

Mr. Michael GRENADER
Glavrybvod

Mr. Alexander OCHANOV
Chief of Division
Department of Fishery Resources and

Development of Fisheries

Dr. Oleg GRITSENKO
Chief of Laboratory of VNIRO

Dr. Vladimir BABAIAN
Chief of Laboratory of VNIRO

Dr. Victor KUZNETSOV
Senior Research Worker
VNIR 0

UNITED STATES

Dr. James W. BALSIGER
Head of Delegation
Director, Alaska Fisheries Science Center
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
U. S. Department of Commerce
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Science and Technical Committee Meeting
13-14 November 1996

Moscow, Russia

Suggested Agenda
by Russian and U.S. Parties

Revised 1415 13 November 1996

I. Opening Remarks
2. Appointment of Rapporteur
3. Adoption of Agenda

4. Report from Science Group
5. Report from Enforcement , Monitoring, and Control Group
6. Report from Procedures Group

7. Discussion of Issues from Science Group 
a. Determination of Allowable Harvest Level (AHL)
b. Work Plan for 1997

i. Data Exchanges
ii. Trial Fishing Plans
iii. Cooperative Research Plans
iv. Observer Training Program
v. Symposium

c. Other Issues

8. Discussion of Issues from Working Group on
Enforcement , Monitoring, and Control
a. Circumstances Rehited to Interference with an Observer 
b. Vessel OperatorlMaster Responsibilities
c. Observer Responsibilities
d. Management Issues-
e. Other Issues

- - - - ,

9. Discussion of Issues from Procedures Group
a. Participation of NGOs
b. Other Issues --

, ,...., ,..--- , . --.. --

10. Other Matters and Recommendations
a. Meeting Schedules for the Science Group and Enforcement

Group for I 997.......Time and Place
b. Other Matters

II. Report to the Annual Conference

12. Closing Comments

--" .. -. , , - --

Attachment 2
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Attachment 3

EXPERTS MEETING OF THE PARTIES SIGNA TORIES TO THE
CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF

POLLOCK RESOURCES IN THE CENTRAL BERING SEA

Report of the Science Group Meeting
October 9- , 1996

Regional Center, Building 9, Rooms A and B
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

7600 Sand Point Way Northeast
Seattle, Washington

The group elected Loh-Lee Low (USA) as chainnan of the meeting, and Taina Honkalehto
(USA) was appointed as rapporteur.

Attached to this report are (1) the revised agenda of the meeting, (2) a list of participants and (3)
a list of reports distributed at the meeting.

1 Update catch and effort statistics

The Science Group reviewed the summary table of Alaska pollock catch by area. A request was 
made for any corrections to be submitted and discussion was tabled until later in the meeting
when a new table with the most current information would be compiled and presented. The
individuals responsible for each member nation s data are: T. Qisheng, China; K. Wakabayashi
Japan; L. J. Uk, RO. ; V. Pashchenko, Russia; 1. Janusz, Poland; W. Karp, US. Data should be
transferred to V. Wespestad, US.

A revised table including data from 198I~1996' AhlsKa poIlocl( catcli' by-aiei-WithdetaiIed ,- 

-- -, . ---

Aleutian Basin catch by sub-area was prepared (Attachment 1).

2 present results on trial fishing

Poland presented their results on trial fishing in international waters of the Bering Sea in 1995
(Attac~ent 2). Two vessels were involved between October 18 and November 12, 1995.
The results were discussed. Trial fishing by one vessel in 1.996 was completed recently; no results
are available.

3 Review results of 1996 research cruises

The US presented results from the echo integration-trawl survey of pollock in the southeastern
Aleutian Basin near BogoslofIsland during February - March 1996 (Attachment 3). One set of
transects was made through the area during the time period anticipated to be just prior to peak
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spawning. The biomass estimate was lower than that from 1995; 95% confidence intervals
surrounding estimates ftom the two years nearly overlapped. Population at length data were
presented, but age information will not be available until later in the year. 

Questions were raised
about the large fluctuation in estimated mean biomass for the area between 1994 and 1996.

The group discussed potential causes of the variability in the Bogoslofbiomass estimates over the
last three years (0.49, 1.10 and 0.68 million metric tons for 1994, 1995, and 1996, respectively
ttom U.S. surveys). It was suggested that acoustic sampling variation (i.e. confidence interval of
the biomass estimate) and/or potential trawl sampling bias could account for a significant portion
of the changes. The contribution ttom biological sources of variability is unknown. Potential
biological sources of variability include, among others, variable recruitment of year classes of
pollock from the shelf: different rates of return of spawners to the Bogoslof area, and interannual
increase or decrease in Aleutian Basin pollock mortality.

Japan presented cruise results of winter 1996 
Bering Sea pollock survey (Kaiyo morn)

(Attachment 4). Intership calibration with the Miller Freeman showed that when some leading
ship problems were accounted for, acoustic data were comparable between the two vessels. The
cruise was conducted in two legs with time periods bracketing the time of the U. S. survey, and
included the Bogoslof area ' and the eastern Aleutian Basin. Biomass estimates for Legs 1 and 2were.391 and .439 million metric tons, respectively.

The Republic of Korea presented a report of the 1996 echo integration and midwater trawl survey
for Bering Sea walleye pollock by the 

R/V Pusan 85 (Attachments 5 and 6). Three areas were
surveyed between May 13 and 31 , 1996; a) Bogoslofarea b) Aleutian Basin west of the Bogoslof
area to the Donut Hole and c) the Donut Hole.

4 Review and update status of the Aleutian Basin stock

A. Update of relative and absolute abundance estimates of pollock in the Aleutian Basin.

Based on all available' info-rmatio~- mcludiiig' a series 6fAIeutiin Basin siirveys, a' senes.of--" '_u. 

- -. ---

Bogoslof surveys, and recent CPUE information from the Donut Hole area, biomass of pollock in
the eastern and central Aleutian Basin is fairly low (Table 1). In the western Aleutian Basin,
information on pollock biomass is sparse. The group agreed that more information should be
obtained about pollock abundance in the western Aleutian Basin.

B. Biomass in the area identified in Annex 1(b).

Four estimates of the abundance of pollock in the Annex I(b) area in 1996 were presented (Table
2). These direct estimates were made ttom data collected during echo integration-trawl surveys
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in 1996 in the BogoslofIsland area by the Republic of Korea, the United States and Japan.
Documents presented by the delegations with details on results and methodology are attached to
this report.

Table 1. Aleutian Basin pollock biomass estimates (see Figure 1)

-----

insufficient infonnation to estimate biomass
Bogoslofsurvey series (Japant, U.

~ -

low abundance
Aleutian Basin series (Korea , Japan

) -

low abundance
(eastern and central part of the Aleutian Basin)

Donut Hole CPUE (poland4 - low abundance

Table 2. Annex 1 (b) Area pollock biomass estimates

----- --------- ----------

Estimate No Dates NRilim Description

. '

-- 1..:-

, - .. --

Feb. 13~25 ; 1996 

.. ,.., 

Japan' 'u 

--- ----

Leg 1 , pre-spawning 

- .

-- 2-- Feb. 25-Mar 8, 1996 U.S. near-spawning- 3-- Mar. 6- 12, 1996 Japan Leg 2, spawning:- 4-- May 13- , 1996 O. K. after spawning

Estimate
391 000 t
582 000 t
439 000 t

, 790 ~

5 Cooperative Research plans

Japan presented a cruise plan for midwater trawl survey on pelagic pollock in the International
waters of the Bering Sea , 1996 (Attachment 7). Planned survey dates are Nov. 1- , 1996.

Acoustic infonnation using a non-quantitative echo sounder will be used to indicate fish presence
not to estimate biomass.

1 Cruise 
results of the winter 1996 Bering Sea pollock survey (Kaiyo maru).

2 Walleye pollock 
(Theragra chalcogramma) abundance in the southeastern Aleutian

Basin near Bogoslof island during February-March, 1996.

3 Report of the 1996 echo integration and midwater trawl survey for the Bering Sea
wall eye po II ock, by. the RlVPusan 8-51 ;' and- a -table. entitl ed, ~'Estimated. biomass- by year, ofwaUeye 

- - -- -. . 

pollock during the echo integration trawl survey R/V Pusan 85 in the Bering Sea

4 Report on Polish fishing trial operations on pollock in the international waters of the
Bering Sea in 1995.

Estimates may not include entire Annex (b) area.

6 Biomass estimate using narrow beam transducer data.



", , ::;:::~;;~~~:~;::'

\~~:::~;;~iii;;:

, - - ,:::.

;Y;'

:::.... ~--...._,..,... .. ,.. ---.. , ' ' ' ' ' ..,, "

"nn , ""',n

-.. ,'.. ....., ..,...." "-------_", '"""",, ,,,,,,, """"""""'" ' """""""-

""""""'n.._.."",

~,- -"-" -"'

~:.J;""'-,

.""' ~."

'__..n_

:'__ :;;;';";

3i~;:';8';';.i.,~:'"

Japan also outlined the research plan of the Kaiyo mOTU cruise in 1997. Tentative dates are May
20 - Jul5 (Attachment 8). It will be the 3rd survey on larval and juvenile walleye pollock in the
Bering Sea.

, .. ---..-, ....

The US outlined its research plans for 1997 (Attachment 9). They include: 1) a spawning

.. . ..

pollock-survey in the s()utheastem,Aleutian-Basin, between.Feb. 28- March. , 1997 (Miller
Freeman), 2) A summer echo integration-trawl survey of pollock on the eastern Bering Sea
shelf. Tentative dates are July 15-Sept.15 (Miller Freeman), 3) a Bering Sea shelf bottom trawl
sur:vey (2 charter vessels), 4) an Aleutian Islands bottom trawl survey (2 charter vessels) and
5) various FOCI/ Southeastern Bering Sea Carrying Capacity program cruises. The most recent
information about this cruise and about the Miller Freeman schedule can be obtained trom web

-- ...

.sites, (see,Attachment 9).

---....--., 

The Republic of Korea indicated it would probably employ ~he R/V Pusan 851 for an echo
integration -trawl survey in the Aleutian Basin in 1997. A survey plan will be forwarded to
members of the Science Group as plans become finalized. 
Russia is planning 2 surveys in 1997. The first will be an ichthyoplankton and echo integration-
trawl survey of the Aleutian chain and the BogoslofIsland area in Feb. - March 1997, coinciding

n- ._, -,-. with the, U. S. 1997 Miller Freeman Bogoslofsurvey. The second is a July-September 1997 echo
integration-trawl survey to estimate distribution and abundance of pollock and other pelagic
species in the Russian zone and in the Donut Hole. In both surveys, the P!"of. Kaganovskiy will
be used, and intership calibration with the U. S. RIV Miller Freeman will be scheduled and
attempted.

Poland is planning to conduct trial fishing in the Donut Hole area in 1997. Timing and vessel
used would be similar to 1996. Schedule details will be provided at a later date..,

6 Observer training program

The US provided.a.dGcument.(Attachment lO).withbackground mateD~1 for the Ob~eDleL.
Program training for individuals ITom participating nations who will be responsible for training
fisheries observers in each nation in the event of a Donut Hole fishery. Preferred dates for the
course to be held in Seattle are March 24- , 1997. Alternate dates are December 9- , 1996.
The U.S. is willing to assist in the cost of bringing participants to the program. Specifically,
airfare and per. diem, expenses-may. be- provided.on.requesL_n- ---- n_- -

--- -- 

--- -- n u

, - ---

The U.S. requests that participants wishing to send 1 or 2 trainees should please respond by the
November 1996 meeting in Moscow to facilitate planning.




