CRUI SE  ANNOUNCEMENT

Charter Vessels F/V Vesteraal en (Cruise 2002-02),
F/I'V Sea Storm and F/V Morning Star (Cruise 2002-01)

AREA AND PERI OD OF OPERATI ON

The fishing vessel F/V Vesteraal en has been chartered for 56 days
and the F/V Sea Storm has been chartered for 70 days to conduct

t he 2002 biennial bottomtrawl survey of the Aleutian |Islands
region. The F/V Morning Star has been chartered for 70 days to
survey the northern side of the eastern Aleutian |Islands and the
upper continental slope of the eastern Bering Sea. A separate
crui se announcenent will outline the operation plans for the

sl ope survey.

After | oadi ng and equi pment setup on May 13 and 14 in Dutch

Har bor, AK, the Vesteraalen will conduct tests of sonic bottom
typi ng equi pnrent and gather catch data until May 26 after which
the Al eutian groundfish survey sanpling will begin in the eastern
Al eutian Islands. Sampling will proceed westward to Stal emate
Bank (long. 170°E), west of Attu Island. The Vesteraal en charter
period will end in Dutch Harbor on July 21.

After | oading and equi pment setup on May 23 and 24 in Dutch

Har bor, the Morning Star will proceed to the vicinity of Seguam
Island to place a tine-lapse canera near Atka mackerel spawning
habitat, and begin survey sanpling operations. Sanpling wil
proceed eastward toward Uni mak Pass (long. 165°W ) al ong the
north side of the islands. On June 4 the Morning Star w ||
commence sanpling operations al ong the upper continental slope of
t he eastern Bering Sea.

After | oadi ng and equi prent setup in Seattle, WA, during the week
of May 26, the Sea Stormw ||l proceed directly to Dutch Harbor
where the scientific party will board. Sea Stormw || neet
Vesteraal en after which both vessels will work quickly westward
to Stal emate Bank and return eastward sanpling the remaining
stations. The Sea Storm charter will end in Dutch Harbor on
August 15.



OBJECTI VES

The maj or survey objective is to continue the data tine series
begun in 1980 to nonitor trends in distribution and abundance of
i nportant groundfish species and to describe and nmeasure vari ous
bi ol ogi cal and environnmental paraneters. Specific objectives of
the 2002 survey incl ude:

1. define the distribution and relative abundance of the
princi pal groundfish and commercially inportant invertebrate
species that inhabit the Al eutian archipel ago;

2. obtain catch and effort data fromwhich to estimte the
abundance of the principal groundfish species;

3. collect data to define selected biological paraneters, i.e.
size, sex, age, growth, |ength-weight relationships, feeding
habits, and spawning condition for selected species;

4. nmoni tor and collect trawl performance information; and

5. conpl ete special collections as requested by other
researchers or research groups.

METHODS AND GEAR

The survey design is a stratified random sanpling schene

consi sting of approximtely 425 stations selected randomy froma
conbi nati on of successful tows conpleted during previous surveys
and sites not previously traw ed. The selected sanpling sites
are allocated to 45 sanpling strata defined by geographi cal

| ocation and depth, ranging fromshallow, near shore depths to
500 meters (m on the continental sl ope.

Whenever possible, the charter vessels will conduct survey
operations in close proximty to each other, with each vessel
attenmpting a 15 mnute traw haul at preassigned stations.
Catches will be sorted, weighed and enunerated by species.

Bi ol ogi cal information (length, age structures, maturity,

i ndi vi dual wei ghts, stomach contents, tissue sanples, etc.) wll
be collected for some preselected species. Collections of rare
fish and invertebrates, and of corals, sponges and other sessile
organisms will be conducted on an opportunistic basis.

St andard survey bottomtrawing will be conducted with four seam
hi gh- openi ng pol yet hyl ene Nor’ eastern trawl s equi pped with rubber



bobbin roller gear. This standard survey trawl has a 27.2 m
headr ope and 36.75 m footrope consisting of a 24.9 m center
section with adjacent 5.9 m"flying wi ng" extensions. Accessory
gear for the Nor’eastern trawl includes 54.9 mtriple dandylines
and 1.8 X 2.7 msteel V-doors wei ghing approxi mately 850 kg each.

| TI NERARY
F/'V Vest eraal en:
May 13 First day of charter - Load and setup in Dutch Harbor
May 15 Begin Leg 1 - Test sonic seafl oor sensing equi pnent
May 27 Begin trawl survey sanpling operations

June 4 End of Leg 1 in Dutch Harbor - Resupply vessel,
exchange personnel, resune survey

June 27 End of Leg 2 in Adak - Resupply vessel, exchange
personnel, resume survey

July 20 Arrive Dutch Harbor

July 21 Unl oad vessel, end of charter

F/'V Morning Star:

May 23 First day of charter - Load and setup in Dutch Harbor

May 25 Begin Leg 1 - Vessel proceeds to Seguam |sland to place
canmera and begin sanpling operations

June 4 End sanmpling in Aleutian area, begin operations on
upper continental slope of the eastern Bering Sea.

F/I'V Sea Storm
May 29 Load and setup in Seattle
May 31 Depart Seattle for Dutch Harbor

June 7 Arrive Dutch Harbor - Board scientific personnel,
begin Leg 1

July 1 End Leg 1 in Adak - Resupply vesse



July 2 Begin Leg 2 - Exchange personnel, resune survey
July 24 End Leg 2 in Adak - Resupply vesse

July 25 Begin Leg 3 - Exchange personnel, resune survey
August 14 Arrive Dutch Harbor

August 15 Unl oad vessel, end of charter



SCI ENTI FI C STAFF AND AFFI LI ATI ONS
ALEUTI AN | SLANDS BI ENNI AL TRAW. SURVEY, 2002

VESTERAALEN - LEG 1

DATES: May 13 - June 4
PORTS: Dutch Harbor - Dutch Harbor

FPC M chael Martin AFSC
Bill Flerx AFSC
Mei - sun Yang AFSC
Nate Raring AFSC
Robi n Harrison AFSC
Steve Syral a* AFSC
George CGronin ** AFSC

VESTERAALEN - LEG 2

DATES: June 5 - June 27

PORTS: Dutch Harbor - Adak

FPC Bill Flerx AFSC
Russ Nel son AFSC
Chri s Rooper AFSC
Chris Gbursky AFSC
Rob Kat ona AFSC
Roger d ark AFSC

VESTERAALEN - LEG 3

DATES: June 28 - July 21

PORTS: Adak - Dutch Harbor

FPC Nat e Raring AFSC
Al i sa Abookire AFSC
Jim Stark AFSC
Nancy Rober son AFSC
Roger d ark AFSC
Jerry Berger AFSC

Abbr evi ati ons

AFSC - Al aska Fi sheries Science Center

ACAD - California Acadeny of Science

OCRM - NOAA/ Ccean and Coastal Resource
Managenent

SMT - Smthsonian Institute

FPC - Field Party Chief

TBN - To be naned

* On board for survey only
** On board for gear tests only

DATES:
PORTS:

FPC

DATES:
PORTS:

FPC

DATES:
PORTS:

FPC

DATES:
PORTS:

FPC

SEA STORM - LEG 1

June 7 - July 1
Dut ch Harbor - Adak

Liz Chilton

Eri c Brown

Kat heri ne Pearson
Paul Spencer

TBN

TBN

SEA STORM - LEG 2

July 2 - July 24
Adak - Adak

Mark W1 ki ns
Jay Or
Al berto Li ndner

Bob van Syoc
Ashl ey Forbes

TBN
SEA STORM - LEG 3

July 25 - August 15
Adak - Dutch Harbor

Bob Lauth

Robi n Harrison
Paul von Szal ay

Mei - Sun Yang
Chris Rilling
April Devitt

MORNI NG STAR - LEG 1

May 23 - June 4

Dut ch Harbor - Dutch Harbor

Jerry Hof f

Bob Lauth

Jay Or

Duane Stevenson
John Short

TBN

AFSC
AFSC

AFSC
AFSC

AFSC
AFSC

AFSC
AFSC
SMT

ACAD
AFSC
AFSC

AFSC

AFSC
AFSC
AFSC

ACAD

AFSC
AFSC
AFSC

AFSC
AFSC



