
COMIDA – Flight 256 – 28 September 2011 

Area flown:  Block 12, 6 complete transects; COMIDA transects 2, 4, 6 and 8, complete.   
Total hours flown:  9.3 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours:  5.4 
Number of bowheads seen:  2 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy to overcast, with scattered snow showers 
throughout the study area.  Visibility ranged from <1-10 km, and sea state ranged from Beaufort 
2-5.  No sea ice was present in the area surveyed.   
Sightings:  Bowhead whales, gray whales, belugas, walruses and unidentified pinnipeds.  One 
dead unidentified pinniped was observed floating in open water; the carcass was a probable 
walrus (see photo below).  A yellow buoy was observed on shore in Block 12 (see photo below).   
 
Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 256 Date: 9/28/2011 

Total bowheads: 2 Start time: 9/28/2011 9:53:22 AM End time: 9/28/2011 8:20:14 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 2 Transect minutes: 326 Transect km:1136.8 
Bowheads on transect: 2 Circling minutes: 50 Circling km: 150.9 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 376 Trans+Circ km: 1287.7 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 78 Search km: 276.6 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 554 Total km: 2144.8 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 100 Deadhead km: 580.5 
Total gray whales: 5 Search blocks: 12, 13, 14, 15  
Total belugas: 15 Transect blocks: 12, 13, 14, 17, 15  
Other whale sightings: 0   
Total walrus: 41   
Total bear: 0   
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

94 71.36 -
154.41 12 bowhead 1 . 0 61 . swim True 

188 71.99 -154.8 12 beluga 1 . 0 128 . swim True 
192 71.94 -154.8 12 beluga 1 . 0 206 . swim True 

194 71.94 -
154.79 12 beluga 1 . 0 177 . swim True 

337 71.76 -
155.19 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

399 71.61 -
155.64 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

443 71.34 -
156.07 12 beluga 1 no 0 -1 . rest True 

567 71.34 -
156.74 12 beluga 5 . 0 91 . swim True 

569 71.33 -
156.74 12 beluga 1 . 0 89 . swim True 

570 71.33 -
156.74 12 beluga 1 . 0 89 . swim True 

576 71.33 -
156.92 12 beluga 2 . 0 117 . swim False 

761 71.15 -157.9 13 gray 
whale 2 . 0 -1 . feed True 

766 71.18 -
157.99 13 gray 

whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

1089 70.84 -
159.95 13 bowhead 1 . 0 222 . swim True 

1158 71.21 -
161.26 14 gray 

whale 2 . 0 -1 . feed True 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 
Unidentified pinniped (probable walrus) carcass approximately 120 mi northwest of Barrow, AK 
at position 71-57N 160-41W. 
 
 

 
Yellow buoy washed ashore near Admiralty Bay at position 71-11N 155-12W. 
 


