
COMIDA – Flight 244 – 6 September 2011 

Area flown:  Block 12, 6 complete transects.  Transects 2, 4, partial.   
Total hours flown:  5.0 hrs 
Total transect hours:  3.3 hrs 
Number of bowheads seen:  6 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy to overcast with low ceilings, precipitation 
(snow), and glare.  Visibility ranged from 0 to10 km.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 to 6.  
There was no ice present within the area surveyed. High seas states prevented completion of 
transects in the Chukchi Sea.     
Sightings: Bowhead whales, gray whales, belugas, bearded seals, unidentified pinnipeds, and 
small unidentified pinnipeds. 
 
Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 244 Date: 09/06/2011 

Total bowheads: 6 Start time: 9/6/2011 9:27:51 AM End time: 9/6/2011 2:24:47 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 5 Transect minutes: 196 Transect km:672.2 
Bowheads on transect: 5 Circling minutes: 5 Circling km: 15.3 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 201 Trans+Circ km: 687.5 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 32 Search km: 100.8 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 297 Total km: 1099.7 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 64 Deadhead km: 311.4 
Total gray whales: 5 Search blocks: 12, 13  
Total belugas: 85 Transect blocks: 12, 13  
Other whale sightings: 0   
Total walrus: 0   
Total bear: 0   
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

34 71.48 -
156.66 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

43 71.57 -
156.64 12 bowhead 1 . 0 122 . swim True 

46 71.59 -
156.64 12 bowhead 2 . 0 -1 . rest True 

49 71.59 -156.6 12 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . swim False 

246 72 -
155.61 12 beluga 6 . 0 -1 . rest False 

247 72 -155.6 12 beluga 1 . 0 102 . swim False 

138 71.61 -
156.26 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

140 71.6 -
156.25 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

141 71.59 -
156.25 12 beluga 1 . 0 169 . swim True 

144 71.56 -
156.23 12 bowhead 1 . 0 356 . swim True 

235 71.89 -
155.61 12 bowhead 1 . 0 329 . swim True 

439 71.94 -154.8 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 
440 71.95 -154.8 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 
441 71.95 -154.8 12 beluga 7 . 0 -1 . rest True 

452 71.99 -
154.71 12 beluga 3 . 0 -1 . rest False 

455 71.99 -
154.64 12 beluga 1 . 0 359 . swim False 

456 71.99 -
154.63 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . dive False 



458 71.99 -
154.61 12 beluga 3 . 0 -1 . rest False 

443 71.96 -154.8 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . dive True 
445 71.98 -154.8 12 beluga 2 . 0 -1 . rest True 

448 71.99 -
154.79 12 beluga 2 . 0 -1 . rest False 

459 71.99 -
154.59 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

461 72 -
154.56 12 beluga 3 . 0 -1 . rest False 

463 72 -
154.51 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

464 72 -
154.48 12 beluga 28 . 3 -1 . rest False 

468 71.99 -
154.44 12 beluga 7 . 0 327 . swim True 

469 71.98 -
154.44 12 beluga 7 . 0 -1 . rest True 

471 71.97 -
154.44 12 beluga 3 . 0 354 . swim True 

474 71.95 -
154.43 12 beluga 1 . 0 351 . swim True 

480 71.9 -
154.42 12 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

644 71.13 -
157.85 13 gray 

whale 2 . 0 -1 . feed True 

648 71.15 -
157.92 13 gray 

whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

649 71.16 -
157.93 13 gray 

whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

650 71.16 -
157.95 13 gray 

whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


