
BWASP - Flight 1 – 19 July 2012 
 
Area flown:  Blocks 4 and 6, easternmost two transects, complete. 
Total hours flown:  3.8 
Transect hours flown:  2.3  
Number of bowheads observed:  5 (1 calf) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy to clear, and sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 to 4.  
Visibility ranged from 5 to 10 km with glare.  Sea ice cover ranged from 0 to 25% broken ice floe.     
Sightings:  Bowhead whales, including one cow-calf pair (photo below), belugas, and one small 
unidentified pinniped.   
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 1 Date: 7/19/2012 

Total bowheads: 5 Start time: 7/19/2012 4:19:14 PM End time: 7/19/2012 8:08:28 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 4 Transect minutes: 136 Transect km:471.5 
Bowheads on transect: 4 Circling minutes: 14 Circling km: 40.6 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 1 Trans+Circ minutes: 150 Trans+Circ km: 512.1 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
1 Search minutes: 9 Search km: 31 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 229 Total km: 918.6 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 70 Deadhead km: 375.5 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 0  
Total belugas: 85 Transect blocks: 0, 6, 4  
Other whale sightings: 0   
Total walrus: 0   
Total polar bear: 0   
 
Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 

direction 
Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 
122 70.8 -144.75 6 beluga 7 no 0 268 . swim True 
124 70.82 -144.75 6 beluga 3 no 0 270 . swim True 
126 70.84 -144.75 6 beluga 3 no 0 270 . swim True 
135 70.95 -144.76 6 beluga 7 no 0 265 . swim True 
143 71.05 -144.78 6 beluga 1 no 0 299 . swim True 
181 70.96 -144.09 6 beluga 1 no 0 269 . swim True 
184 70.94 -144.09 6 beluga 1 no 0 120 . swim True 
200 70.73 -144.08 6 beluga 3 no 0 239 . swim True 
202 70.72 -144.08 6 beluga 7 no 0 268 . swim True 
208 70.66 -144.07 6 beluga 1 no 0 -1 . rest True 
210 70.65 -144.07 6 beluga 1 no 0 300 . swim True 
211 70.64 -144.07 6 beluga 1 no 0 329 . swim True 
266 70.19 -143.71 4 beluga 15 no 0 330 . swim True 
308 70.75 -143.7 6 beluga 2 no 1 89 . swim True 
314 70.81 -143.7 6 beluga 1 no 0 120 . swim True 
315 70.82 -143.7 6 beluga 1 no 0 151 . swim True 
382 70.89 -143.29 6 beluga 2 no 0 300 . swim True 
325 70.94 -143.69 6 beluga 1 no 0 360 . swim True 
327 70.95 -143.69 6 beluga 1 no 0 329 . swim True 
366 71 -143.29 6 bowhead 1 no 0 271 . swim True 
392 70.77 -143.3 6 beluga 1 no 0 1 . swim True 
403 70.66 -143.3 6 bowhead 1 no 0 301 . swim True 
407 70.66 -143.34 6 bowhead 1 no 0 -1 . swim False 
414 70.65 -143.36 6 beluga 2 no 1 -1 . swim False 
422 70.64 -143.3 6 beluga 1 no 0 60 . swim True 
424 70.63 -143.3 6 beluga 15 no 0 32 . swim True 
425 70.62 -143.3 6 beluga 7 no 0 90 . swim True 
427 70.61 -143.3 6 bowhead 2 no 1 -1 . breach True 

 



 



 
 
Bowhead whale cow and calf sighted in Block 6 on 19 July 2012.  The initial sighting was of the cow 
breaching, and subsequent circling confirmed the presence of the calf. 


