
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 236 – 10 September 2016 
 
Area flown:  Transects 2, 4, 6, and 8, complete; search effort in Peard Bay. 
Total hours flown:  5.0 
Total transect hours:  2.6 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  31 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 1-4. 
Visibility was 1 km to unlimited, with precipitation, low ceilings, ice on window, and glare. Sea 
ice ranged from 0 to 85 percent broken floe ice in the area surveyed.   
Sightings:  Bowhead whales (including 1 carcass), gray whales, unidentified cetaceans, 
walruses, bearded seals, unidentified pinnipeds, small unidentified pinnipeds, and 1 polar bear,.  
The polar bear was sighted resting at a kill site on ice approximately 40 km north of Point 
Franklin, Alaska.  The bowhead whale carcass (first sighted floating on 13 July 2016, Flight 206, 
event 390) was sighted on the beach approximately 35 km east of Point Franklin, Alaska.   
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 236 Date: Saturday, September 10, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 31 Start time: 9/10/2016 12:08:39 PM End time: 9/10/2016 5:09:05 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 27 Transect minutes: 158 Transect km: 570.8 
Bowhead whales on transect: 13 Circling minutes: 60 Circling km: 145.5 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 219 Trans+Circ km: 716.3 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 45 Search km: 163.2 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 300 Total km: 1061.5 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 37 Deadhead km: 182 
Total gray whales: 13 Search blocks: 13,14  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 13,14,15  
Other whale sightings: 2   
walrus: yes   
Total polar bears: 1   

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
134 71.82 -159.42 13 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 132 True 
137 71.83 -159.36 13 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
138 71.83 -159.36 13 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
221 71.25 -157.49 13 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
222 71.24 -157.48 13 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
223 71.24 -157.48 13 gray whale 1 0 swim 345 True 
236 71.25 -157.41 13 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
237 71.27 -157.4 13 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
238 71.27 -157.41 13 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
276 70.93 -157.62 13 bowhead whale 1 0 dead -1 False 
294 70.88 -157.82 13 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
400 71.6 -160.23 14 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
408 71.63 -160.36 14 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
414 71.64 -160.38 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 127 True 
421 71.66 -160.49 14 bowhead whale 1 0 tail slap -1 True 
423 71.65 -160.51 14 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
427 71.66 -160.52 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
430 71.67 -160.54 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
440 71.72 -160.68 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 310 True 
442 71.72 -160.71 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
447 71.74 -160.76 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 190 True 
449 71.75 -160.78 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
450 71.75 -160.8 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
451 71.74 -160.78 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
453 71.74 -160.76 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
457 71.75 -160.78 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
522 71.89 -163.02 15 unid cetacean 1 0 dive -1 True 
529 71.9 -162.88 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
533 71.88 -162.99 14 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 



537 71.88 -162.99 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
544 71.84 -162.84 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 219 True 
552 71.82 -162.77 14 unid cetacean 1 0 swim 308 True 
573 71.68 -162.2 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 310 True 
600 71.54 -161.7 14 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 10 True 
626 71.36 -161.03 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 40 True 
649 71.18 -160.39 14 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 

 

 



 



 



 

Polar bear doing what it takes to survive in the Arctic!  Sighted ~40 km north of Pt. Franklin in an 
area of 40% broken floe sea ice.  The original sighting was the kill site; the polar bear was 

discovered during post-flight photo processing. 


