
 

 

ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 234 – 5 September 2016 
 
Area flown:  Transects 3 and 5, partial; transect 7, complete. 
Total hours flown:  3.7 
Total transect hours:  1.6  
Number of bowhead whales seen:  3 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2-6. 
Visibility was 0 to 10 km, with precipitation, low ceilings, ice on window, and glare. Sea ice 
ranged from 0 to 90 percent broken floe ice in the area surveyed. High sea states prevented 
complete coverage of transects surveyed. 
Sightings:  Bowhead whales, 1 gray whale, walruses, bearded seals, 1 unidentified pinniped, 
small unidentified pinnipeds, and polar bears. Two individual polar bears were sighted on ice in 
an area of 90 percent broken floe ice approximately 120 km northwest of Barrow, Alaska.  The 
third polar bear was sighted on ice in an area with 20 percent broken floe ice approximately 140 
km northwest of Barrow, Alaska.  The gray whale in Peard Bay has been seen there during 
several previous 2016 ASAMM surveys.  
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 234 Date: Monday, September 05, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 3 Start time: 9/5/2016 1:11:00 PM End time: 9/5/2016 4:53:53 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 3 Transect minutes: 93 Transect km: 342.3 
Bowhead whales on transect: 3 Circling minutes: 11 Circling km: 18.4 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 104 Trans+Circ km: 360.7 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 

Search minutes: 62 Search km: 211.7 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 222 Total km: 842.1 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 56 Deadhead km: 269.7 
Total gray whales: 1 Search blocks: 13,14 
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 13,14 
Other whale sightings: 0  
walrus: yes  
Total polar bears: 3  

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
116 71.82 -158.59 13 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
322 71.77 -161.73 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 214 True 
333 71.72 -161.52 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 310 True 
438 70.84 -158.98 13 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 

 



 

 

 

 

Gray whale sighted feeding inside Peard Bay, Alaska (event 438), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 234, 
5 September 2016. 


