
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 228 – 25 August 2016 
 
Area flown:  Block 12, 6 complete transects. 
Total hours flown: 4.8 
Total transect hours:  2.2 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  97 (2 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2-3. Visibility 
ranged from 5 km to unlimited, with glare. No sea ice was observed in the area surveyed.  
Sightings:  Bowhead whales, gray whales (including 1 calf), 1 walrus (carcass), unidentified 
pinnipeds, and small unidentified pinnipeds. 
 

Preliminary Summary, Flight 228 Date: Thursday, August 25, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 97 Start time: 8/25/2016 2:31:33 PM End time: 8/25/2016 7:21:26 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 56 Transect minutes: 132 Transect km: 491.8 
Bowhead whales on transect: 51 Circling minutes: 122 Circling km: 362 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 2 Trans+Circ minutes: 254 Trans+Circ km: 853.8 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on transect: 1 Search minutes: 5 Search km: 18.3 
Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 289 Total km: 1015.5 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 31 Deadhead km: 143.4 
Total gray whales: 10 Search blocks: 12  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 12  
Other whale sightings: 0   
walrus: yes   
Total polar bears: 0   

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
76 71.67 -156.29 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
87 71.59 -156.26 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 172 True 
93 71.58 -156.27 12 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False 
94 71.57 -156.24 12 bowhead whale 4 0 feed -1 False 

105 71.58 -156.22 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
110 71.57 -156.27 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
112 71.57 -156.26 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
124 71.5 -156.22 12 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
127 71.5 -156.17 12 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
128 71.49 -156.17 12 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
136 71.52 -156.14 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
147 71.48 -156.18 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
152 71.49 -156.21 12 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
153 71.49 -156.21 12 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 True 
156 71.5 -156.24 12 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
163 71.49 -156.25 12 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
171 71.49 -156.28 12 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
172 71.49 -156.3 12 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
177 71.49 -156.27 12 gray whale 3 1 feed -1 False 
182 71.47 -156.2 12 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 True 
183 71.46 -156.2 12 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
184 71.46 -156.2 12 bowhead whale 19 0 feed -1 True 
191 71.46 -156.22 12 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
210 71.37 -156.16 12 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 True 
225 71.34 -155.9 12 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
226 71.34 -155.9 12 bowhead whale 3 0 feed -1 True 
235 71.35 -155.87 12 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False 
237 71.33 -155.87 12 bowhead whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
239 71.34 -155.83 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
241 71.32 -155.82 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
242 71.32 -155.82 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
243 71.32 -155.83 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
246 71.32 -155.82 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
249 71.34 -155.87 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 



Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
254 71.4 -155.88 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 188 True 
258 71.4 -155.8 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
261 71.4 -155.75 12 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
267 71.44 -155.85 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 182 True 
268 71.45 -155.85 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
274 71.45 -155.8 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
275 71.45 -155.82 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
276 71.44 -155.79 12 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False 
278 71.45 -155.79 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
283 71.44 -155.87 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
284 71.44 -155.89 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
288 71.46 -155.91 12 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
295 71.47 -155.84 12 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 True 
300 71.49 -155.86 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
301 71.49 -155.88 12 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
307 71.49 -155.95 12 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False 
311 71.49 -155.84 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 190 True 
319 71.56 -155.81 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 278 True 
335 71.67 -155.76 12 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
398 71.63 -155.11 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 239 True 
481 71.62 -154.86 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 185 True 
486 71.62 -154.82 12 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 False 
493 71.62 -154.74 12 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
497 71.64 -154.85 12 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
499 71.62 -154.83 12 bowhead whale 3 1 mill -1 False 
504 71.64 -154.85 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
508 71.66 -154.84 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 216 True 
565 71.75 -154.39 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 211 True 
571 71.72 -154.39 12 bowhead whale 2 1 rest -1 True 
582 71.68 -154.39 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 269 True 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

Bowhead whale cow-calf pair sighted ~ 80 km northeast of Barrow, Alaska (event 499), 
ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 228, 25 August 2016. 

 

Part of a larger group of nineteen bowhead whales feeding ~ 30 km northeast of Barrow, Alaska 
(event 184), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 228, 25 August 2016.  The whale towards the top of the 

photo has its mouth open, with baleen visible inside. 


