
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 3 – 21 July 2016 
 
Area flown:  Blocks 3 and 11, 4 complete transects.  Transects extended north of block 11 to 
incorporate survey effort specific to the Eastern Chukchi Sea beluga stock. 
Total hours flown:  4.9   
Total transect hours:  3.3 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  2 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were clear to partly cloudy.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 0-4.  
Visibility ranged from 2 km to unlimited, with low ceilings and glare.  Sea ice ranged from 0 to 87 
percent broken floe ice in the area surveyed.   
Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas (including 15 calves), walruses, and small unidentified 
pinnipeds. 
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 3 Date: 7/21/2016 

Total bowhead whales: 2 Start time: 7/21/2016 3:31:03 PM End time: 7/21/2016 8:23:32 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 2 Transect minutes: 196 Transect km:734.3 
Bowhead whales on transect: 2 Circling minutes: 13 Circling km: 38.2 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 209 Trans+Circ km: 772.5 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 0 Search km: 1.4 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 292 Total km: 1221.6 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 83 Deadhead km: 447.7 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 0, 3  
Total belugas: 209 Transect blocks: 3, 11, 0  
Other whale sightings: 0   
Walruses: Yes   
Total polar bears: 0   
 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
202 71.9 -153.88 11 beluga 6 0 swim -1 True 
203 71.91 -153.88 11 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
204 71.91 -153.88 11 beluga 6 0 swim -1 True 
206 71.91 -153.88 11 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
207 71.92 -153.88 11 beluga 48 3 swim 270 True 
220 72.09 -153.86 0 beluga 3 1 swim -1 True 
223 72.11 -153.86 0 beluga 2 0 swim -1 True 
224 72.11 -153.86 0 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
226 72.12 -153.86 0 beluga 4 0 swim -1 True 
228 72.14 -153.86 0 beluga 6 0 swim 122 True 
229 72.14 -153.86 0 beluga 4 0 swim 122 True 
301 72.11 -153.33 0 beluga 1 0 swim 266 True 
307 72.04 -153.32 0 beluga 2 0 swim 236 True 
315 71.95 -153.29 11 beluga 3 0 swim -1 True 
317 71.93 -153.29 11 beluga 8 0 swim -1 True 
320 71.93 -153.26 11 beluga 2 0 swim -1 False 
323 71.92 -153.27 11 beluga 1 0 swim -1 False 
326 71.92 -153.22 11 beluga 6 0 swim -1 False 
334 71.92 -153.28 11 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
336 71.9 -153.28 11 beluga 2 1 swim -1 True 
337 71.9 -153.28 11 beluga 2 0 swim 266 True 
339 71.88 -153.28 11 beluga 1 0 swim 325 True 
343 71.84 -153.27 11 beluga 1 0 swim 265 True 
344 71.84 -153.27 11 beluga 5 0 swim -1 True 
346 71.83 -153.26 11 beluga 2 0 swim 266 True 
347 71.83 -153.26 11 beluga 4 0 swim 265 True 
348 71.83 -153.26 11 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
349 71.83 -153.26 11 beluga 3 0 swim -1 True 
497 71.4 -152.72 11 beluga 1 0 swim 86 True 
538 71.81 -152.8 11 beluga 2 1 swim 297 True 
540 71.83 -152.8 11 beluga 4 0 swim 266 True 



592 72.29 -152.91 0 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
657 72.25 -152.22 0 bowhead whale 1 0 tail slap -1 True 
698 71.73 -152.21 11 beluga 48 6 swim 299 True 
702 71.72 -152.21 11 beluga 1 0 swim 299 True 
704 71.7 -152.21 11 beluga 4 0 swim 299 True 
705 71.69 -152.2 11 beluga 2 1 swim 299 True 
706 71.69 -152.2 11 beluga 8 0 swim 299 True 
707 71.69 -152.2 11 beluga 12 2 swim 150 True 

 

 





 



 

Belugas sighted at the northern boundary of Block 11 (Event 317), during ASAMM-Beaufort 
Flight 3, 21 July 2016. 

 

 

Bowhead whale sighted north of block 11, in waters >2000 ft deep (Event 592), during   
ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 3, 21 July 2016. 



 

Bowhead whale sighted tail slapping north of block 11, in waters >2000 ft deep (Event 657).  
Fecal cloud is visible in the water near the whale.  ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 3, 21 July 2016. 

 

 

 

Surface active bowhead whale sighted north of block 11 (Event 657).  Fecal cloud is visible in 
the water near the whale.  ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 3, 21 July 2016. 


