ASAMM-Beaufort — Flight 18 — 20 August 2016

Area flown: Block 3, 4 complete transects; block 11, 2 complete and 2 partial transects.
Transects extended north of 72N, which were included this year to incorporate survey effort
specific to the Eastern Chukchi Sea beluga stock.

Total hours flown: 4.9
Total transect hours: 2.4

Number of bowhead whales seen: 136 (3 calves)
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort
2-4. Visibility ranged from <1 to 10 km, with fog, low ceilings, precipitation, and glare. Sea ice
ranged from O to 7 percent broken floe in the area surveyed.
Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas (including 1 calf), and small unidentified pinnipeds.

Preliminary Summary, Flight 18 Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2016

Total bowhead whales: 136

Start time: 8/20/2016 2:10:53 PM

End time: 8/20/2016 7:07:47 PM

Bowhead whale sightings: 82

Transect minutes: 144

Transect km: 528.3

Bowhead whales on transect: 37

Circling minutes: 64

Circling km: 173.7

Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 3

Trans+Circ minutes: 208

Trans+Circ km: 702

Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on
transect: 0

Search minutes: 1

Search km: 3.1

Bowhead whale repeats: 0

Total minutes: 296

Total km: 1155

Possible repeats: 0

Deadhead minutes: 88

Deadhead km: 449.9

Total gray whales: 0

Search blocks: 3,11

Total belugas: 4

Transect blocks: 3,11

Other whale sightings: 0

walrus: no

Total polar bears: 0

Cetacean Sightings:

Event Lat Long Block Species Total | Calves | Behavior | Swim Direction | On Effort
101 71.08 | -153.98 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 1 True
102 71.09 | -153.98 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 1 True
109 71.13 | -153.98 3 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 4 True
114 71.13 -154 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
153 71.49 | -153.94 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 271 True
154 71.49 | -153.94 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 271 True
155 71.49 | -153.94 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 271 True
156 71.49 | -153.94 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 272 True
159 71.49 | -153.86 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False
160 71.49 | -153.83 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
161 71.49 | -153.81 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
168 71.48 | -153.92 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
175 71.53 | -153.94 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 270 True
178 71.55 | -153.94 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
179 71.56 | -153.96 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
180 71.56 | -153.97 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
181 71.56 | -153.98 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
182 71.55 | -153.99 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
183 71.55 | -153.98 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
184 71.55 | -153.96 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
187 71.54 | -153.98 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False
191 71.58 | -153.93 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 309 True
209 71.79 | -153.92 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 2 True
215 71.87 | -153.91 11 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True
216 71.87 | -153.91 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True
219 71.87 | -153.97 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
220 71.87 | -153.97 11 bowhead whale 6 1 mill -1 False
221 71.87 | -153.98 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False
225 71.87 | -153.98 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
227 71.87 | -153.97 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
231 71.86 | -153.96 11 bowhead whale 3 0 swim -1 False




291 72.47 | -153.45 0 beluga 1 0 swim 323 True
293 72.46 | -153.45 0 beluga 1 0 swim 296 True
361 71.55 | -153.23 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 356 True
363 71.55 | -153.25 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
367 71.54 | -153.32 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False
368 71.54 | -153.34 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
369 71.54 | -153.34 11 bowhead whale 3 0 swim -1 False
372 71.54 | -153.35 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
375 71.55 | -153.34 11 bowhead whale 8 0 mill -1 False
384 71.52 | -153.21 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 349 True
386 71.51 | -153.2 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False
387 71.51 | -153.19 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
392 71.51 | -153.19 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False
402 71.5 | -153.24 11 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
405 71.49 | -153.27 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
412 71.47 | -153.21 11 beluga 2 1 swim 28 True
416 71.41 | -153.2 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 326 True
417 71.41 | -153.2 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 True
418 71.41 | -153.2 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True
422 71.43 | -153.16 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
423 71.43 | -153.17 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
425 71.41 | -153.16 11 bowhead whale 1 1 swim -1 False
428 71.39 | -153.19 11 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False
435 71.34 | -153.18 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 116 True
486 71.02 | -152.67 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 356 True
492 71.04 | -152.68 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 346 True
495 71.04 | -152.65 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
516 71.29 | -152.73 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 236 True
519 71.34 | -152.74 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 58 True
532 715 | -152.77 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True
533 71.51 | -152.77 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 356 True
534 71.51 | -152.77 11 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 True
540 71.49 | -152.73 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
541 71.49 | -152.71 11 bowhead whale 4 1 mill -1 False
542 71.48 | -152.68 11 bowhead whale 4 0 swim -1 False
543 71.48 | -152.65 11 bowhead whale 3 0 swim -1 False
544 71.48 | -152.63 11 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False
545 71.48 | -152.63 11 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False
546 71.48 | -152.62 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
547 71.49 | -152.61 11 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
548 71.49 | -152.6 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
549 71.49 | -152.6 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
550 71.5 | -152.61 11 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
552 71.48 | -152.64 11 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False
554 71.49 | -152.69 11 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
556 71.48 | -152.72 11 bowhead whale 5 0 mill -1 False
614 71.27 | -152.15 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 91 True
615 71.26 | -152.15 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 1 True
619 71.26 | -152.13 3 bowhead whale 7 0 swim -1 False
620 71.26 | -152.14 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
622 71.24 | -152.15 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 269 True
642 70.99 | -152.16 3 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 True
643 70.98 | -152.16 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 2 True
652 70.93 | -152.16 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 92 True
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Can you spot the calf in this image of five bowhead whales at the water’s surface? (Hint —it's
light gray.) Five of six bowhead whales sighted together in Barrow Canyon (Event 220),
ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 18, 20 August 2016.



Bowhead whale with possible entanglement scars on its fluke (Event 231, final group size n=3),
Barrow Canyon, ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 18, 20 August 2016.

Leah Crowe |

NOAANMFS/AFSC/MML

NMFS Parmit No. 14245-4

Funded by BOEM (1A Confract No. M16PG00013)

A group of five bowhead whales sighted milling at the water’s surface. The whale in the lower
right of the image is sloughing skin. Body contact was also observed during this sighting ~70
km northwest of Cape Halkett (event 556), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 18, 20 August 2016.



