
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 17 – 17 August 2016 
 
Area flown:  Blocks 1 and 2, 4 complete transects; block 4, 5 complete transects; block 6, 4 
complete transects and 1 partial transect; blocks 9 and 10, 4 partial transects. Transects 
extended into blocks 9 and 10, which were included this year to incorporate survey effort 
specific to the Eastern Chukchi Sea beluga stock. 
Total hours flown:  9.1 (2 flights)   
Total transect hours:  5.5  
Number of bowhead whales seen: 80 (8 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy to overcast.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort  
1-4. Visibility ranged from 0 km to unlimited, with fog, low ceilings, precipitation, and glare.  
There was no sea ice in the area surveyed.   
Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas (including 6 calves), one bearded seal, small unidentified 
pinnipeds, and polar bears.  One polar bear was sighted on a barrier island near Kaktovik, 
Alaska, and individual polar bears were sighted swimming 2, 10, and 30 km from shore. 
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 17 Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 80 Start time: 8/17/2016 10:13:48 AM End time: 8/17/2016 8:28:29 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 45 Transect minutes: 329 Transect km: 1196.1 
Bowhead whales on transect: 63 Circling minutes: 71 Circling km: 186.4 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 8 Trans+Circ minutes: 400 Trans+Circ km: 1382.5 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 6 Search minutes: 29 Search km: 102.6 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 545 Total km: 2030.6 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 116 Deadhead km: 545.5 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 1,4,9,10  
Total belugas: 52 Transect blocks: 1,2,4,6,9,10  
Other whale sightings: 0   
walrus: no   
Total polar bears: 4   

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
117 70.21 -143.12 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 87 True 
118 70.21 -143.12 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
127 70.22 -143.16 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
130 70.2 -143.12 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
135 70.17 -143.12 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 62 True 
157 70.23 -143.63 4 bowhead whale 3 0 swim 296 True 
181 70.55 -143.7 6 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 
190 70.68 -143.73 6 beluga 4 1 swim 265 True 
191 70.68 -143.73 6 beluga 1 0 swim 266 True 
220 71.11 -143.83 6 beluga 1 0 swim 266 True 
222 71.13 -143.84 6 beluga 2 0 swim 265 True 
281 71.19 -144.17 9 beluga 1 0 swim 237 True 
282 71.19 -144.17 9 beluga 1 0 swim 237 True 
283 71.18 -144.17 9 beluga 2 0 swim 237 True 
284 71.18 -144.17 9 beluga 1 0 swim 238 True 
285 71.17 -144.17 9 beluga 1 0 swim 237 True 
286 71.17 -144.17 9 beluga 2 0 swim 237 True 
288 71.16 -144.17 6 beluga 2 0 swim 237 True 
289 71.16 -144.17 6 beluga 1 0 swim 237 True 
290 71.16 -144.17 6 beluga 1 0 swim 237 True 
291 71.14 -144.16 6 beluga 2 0 swim 358 True 
292 71.14 -144.16 6 beluga 7 0 swim 238 True 
398 70.1 -144.91 4 bowhead whale 16 0 feed -1 True 
444 70.35 -144.89 4 bowhead whale 2 1 rest -1 True 
524 71.47 -144.79 9 beluga 1 0 swim 302 True 
525 71.48 -144.79 9 beluga 1 0 swim 302 True 
541 71.46 -145.22 9 beluga 1 0 swim 61 True 
764 70.83 -149.91 1 bowhead whale 1 0 dive 214 True 



768 70.89 -149.9 1 bowhead whale 2 1 mill -1 True 
769 70.89 -149.9 1 bowhead whale 3 0 swim 94 True 
777 70.88 -149.95 1 bowhead whale 2 1 rest -1 False 
780 70.89 -149.94 1 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
792 70.99 -149.88 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 119 True 
800 71.05 -149.86 1 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 178 True 
801 71.05 -149.86 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 178 True 
802 71.06 -149.86 1 bowhead whale 2 1 rest -1 True 
814 71.12 -149.85 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 187 True 
816 71.14 -149.85 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 3 True 
818 71.16 -149.84 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 3 True 
822 71.16 -149.79 1 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
823 71.17 -149.78 2 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
828 71.19 -149.83 2 bowhead whale 2 0 rest -1 True 
829 71.2 -149.83 2 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
830 71.2 -149.84 2 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 18 True 
833 71.19 -149.86 2 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
834 71.19 -149.86 2 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
835 71.19 -149.85 2 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
891 71.72 -149.15 10 beluga 1 0 swim 128 True 
892 71.71 -149.16 10 beluga 1 0 swim 154 True 
893 71.69 -149.16 10 beluga 1 0 swim 154 True 
900 71.61 -149.18 10 beluga 1 0 swim 275 True 
901 71.6 -149.18 10 beluga 8 5 swim 275 True 
902 71.59 -149.19 10 beluga 1 0 swim 276 True 
906 71.54 -149.2 10 beluga 3 0 swim 276 True 
937 71.07 -149.33 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 125 True 
951 70.85 -149.39 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 5 True 
952 70.84 -149.39 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 5 True 
971 70.73 -149.42 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 275 True 
1041 70.92 -148.65 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 331 True 
1049 70.99 -148.65 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 2 True 
1052 71.04 -148.65 2 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 331 True 
1057 71.03 -148.57 2 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
1059 71.03 -148.58 2 bowhead whale 2 1 mill -1 False 
1070 71.16 -148.64 2 bowhead whale 4 0 feed -1 True 
1073 71.17 -148.58 2 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
1081 71.2 -148.64 2 beluga 3 0 swim 271 True 
1155 71.25 -148.36 2 bowhead whale 2 1 swim 91 True 
1177 71.04 -148.37 2 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 151 True 
1181 70.98 -148.37 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 1 True 
1184 70.93 -148.37 1 bowhead whale 3 1 swim 360 True 
1185 70.93 -148.37 1 bowhead whale 2 1 rest -1 True 
1190 70.93 -148.36 1 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False 

 









 

 



 

Bowhead whales feeding near Camden Bay, Alaska (Event 398), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 17, 
17 August 2016. 

 

 
Bowhead whales feeding in echelon formation near Camden Bay, Alaska (Event 398), ASAMM-

Beaufort Flight 17, 17 August 2016. 


