
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 14 – 7 August 2016 
 
Area flown:  Blocks 1, 2, 3, 10, and 11, 2 complete transects; blocks 4 and 6, 4 complete transects; 
block 9, 4 partial transects. Transects extended into blocks 9 and 10, which were included this year to 
incorporate survey effort specific to the Eastern Chukchi Sea beluga stock.  
Total hours flown:  9.0 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours:  5.5 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 113 (3 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy to clear.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2-4.  
Visibility ranged from 0 km to unlimited, with fog and glare.  Sea ice ranged from 0 to 10 percent 
broken floe ice in the area surveyed.   
Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas (including 13 calves), one unidentified cetacean, one bearded 
seal, small unidentified pinnipeds, and one polar bear.  The polar bear was sighted on a barrier island 
approximately 30 km west of Kaktovik, Alaska.  
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 14 Date: 8/7/2016 

Total bowhead whales: 113 Start time: 8/7/2016 9:59:27 AM End time: 8/7/2016 8:03:13 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 59 Transect minutes: 329 Transect km:1211.9 
Bowhead whales on transect: 54 Circling minutes: 86 Circling km: 248.3 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 3 Trans+Circ minutes: 415 Trans+Circ km: 1460.2 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 1 Search minutes: 9 Search km: 22.7 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 541 Total km: 2063.9 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 117 Deadhead km: 581 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 0, 1, 3, 9, 4  

Total belugas: 163 Transect blocks: 1, 2, 10, 0, 3, 11, 
9, 6, 4 

 

Other whale sightings: 1   
Walruses: No   
Total polar bears: 1   

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
48 70.8 -149.43 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 183 True 
58 70.79 -149.24 1 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False 
61 70.79 -149.22 1 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
66 70.78 -149.2 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
69 70.76 -149.2 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 

121 71.33 -149.31 2 beluga 13 0 swim 335 True 
123 71.34 -149.31 10 beluga 1 0 swim 274 True 
124 71.35 -149.3 10 beluga 1 0 swim 244 True 
126 71.36 -149.3 10 beluga 2 0 swim 274 True 
130 71.41 -149.29 10 beluga 1 0 swim 334 True 
131 71.41 -149.29 10 beluga 2 1 swim 274 True 
133 71.43 -149.28 10 beluga 1 0 swim 305 True 
135 71.44 -149.28 10 beluga 2 1 swim 64 True 
144 71.56 -149.26 10 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 
146 71.58 -149.25 10 beluga 1 0 swim 274 True 
147 71.58 -149.25 10 beluga 2 1 swim 243 True 
149 71.59 -149.25 10 beluga 1 0 swim 274 True 
222 71.55 -149.68 10 beluga 4 1 swim 92 True 
223 71.55 -149.68 10 beluga 1 0 swim 272 True 
224 71.55 -149.68 10 beluga 1 0 swim 272 True 
225 71.54 -149.68 10 beluga 1 0 swim 272 True 
227 71.54 -149.68 10 beluga 1 0 swim 272 True 
229 71.52 -149.68 10 beluga 1 0 swim 271 True 
234 71.48 -149.69 10 beluga 1 0 swim 121 True 
243 71.37 -149.7 10 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
250 71.27 -149.7 2 beluga 14 0 swim 32 True 
251 71.27 -149.7 2 beluga 7 0 mill -1 True 
253 71.27 -149.7 2 beluga 1 0 swim 31 True 
254 71.26 -149.7 2 beluga 1 0 swim 32 True 
287 70.78 -149.74 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
288 70.78 -149.74 1 bowhead whale 3 0 rest -1 True 



290 70.78 -149.74 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 271 True 
291 70.77 -149.74 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
292 70.77 -149.74 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 271 True 
298 70.77 -149.68 1 bowhead whale 5 0 swim -1 False 
301 70.77 -149.7 1 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
315 70.64 -149.75 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
317 70.63 -149.75 1 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
318 70.63 -149.75 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 272 True 
320 70.62 -149.75 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 271 True 
321 70.62 -149.75 1 bowhead whale 3 0 feed -1 True 
322 70.61 -149.75 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 272 True 
323 70.61 -149.75 1 bowhead whale 2 0 feed 272 True 
333 70.62 -149.81 1 bowhead whale 13 0 swim -1 False 
377 70.66 -150.41 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 178 True 
378 70.66 -150.41 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 178 True 
381 70.65 -150.38 3 bowhead whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
393 70.79 -150.42 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 299 True 
396 70.79 -150.45 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
402 70.77 -150.5 3 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False 
409 70.82 -150.42 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 96 True 
417 70.84 -150.42 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 264 True 
428 70.92 -150.43 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 178 True 
430 70.93 -150.43 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 358 True 
437 71.04 -150.43 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 299 True 
511 71.96 -150.47 11 beluga 1 0 swim 179 True 
512 71.96 -150.47 11 beluga 3 0 swim 178 True 
514 71.97 -150.47 11 beluga 1 0 swim 178 True 
515 71.97 -150.47 11 beluga 1 0 swim 178 True 
516 71.97 -150.47 11 beluga 1 0 swim 178 True 
520 72 -150.48 11 beluga 1 0 swim 178 True 
602 70.93 -150.69 3 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 92 True 
603 70.93 -150.69 3 bowhead whale 3 0 swim 182 True 
622 70.8 -150.71 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 273 True 
629 70.68 -150.72 3 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 True 
772 70.29 -144.07 4 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
773 70.3 -144.07 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 354 True 
781 70.3 -144.07 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
783 70.3 -144.05 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
811 70.82 -144.22 6 unid cetacean 1 0 unknown -1 True 
832 70.97 -144.26 6 beluga 2 0 swim 355 True 
834 70.99 -144.27 6 beluga 3 0 swim 354 True 
835 70.99 -144.27 6 beluga 1 0 swim 354 True 
836 70.99 -144.27 6 beluga 1 0 swim 354 True 
837 70.99 -144.27 6 beluga 1 0 swim 354 True 
839 71 -144.27 6 beluga 9 0 swim 263 True 
851 71.14 -144.31 6 beluga 6 2 swim 356 True 
852 71.15 -144.31 6 beluga 5 0 swim 355 True 
892 71.11 -144.84 6 beluga 2 0 swim 178 True 
894 71.09 -144.83 6 beluga 1 0 swim 327 True 
895 71.09 -144.83 6 beluga 1 0 swim 267 True 
896 71.09 -144.83 6 beluga 4 2 swim 27 True 
898 71.08 -144.83 6 beluga 1 0 swim 267 True 
899 71.08 -144.83 6 beluga 1 0 swim 267 True 
900 71.07 -144.83 6 beluga 4 1 swim 267 True 
901 71.07 -144.83 6 beluga 1 0 swim 237 True 
902 71.07 -144.83 6 beluga 1 0 swim 208 True 
905 71.05 -144.83 6 beluga 1 0 swim 207 True 
907 71.03 -144.82 6 beluga 2 0 mill -1 True 
908 71.02 -144.82 6 beluga 2 1 swim 237 True 
951 70.41 -144.74 4 bowhead whale 9 0 mill -1 True 
954 70.4 -144.75 4 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False 
958 70.4 -144.73 4 bowhead whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
964 70.39 -144.75 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
1004 70.05 -144.7 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 177 False 
1008 70.05 -144.77 4 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
1009 70.05 -144.78 4 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
1025 70.03 -144.7 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 179 True 
1035 70.03 -144.74 4 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
1036 70.03 -144.76 4 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
1068 70.08 -145.17 4 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 266 True 
1112 70.72 -145.13 6 beluga 4 0 swim 153 True 
1113 70.73 -145.12 6 beluga 6 0 swim 92 True 
1114 70.73 -145.12 6 beluga 5 0 swim 91 True 
1116 70.74 -145.12 6 beluga 5 0 swim 90 True 



1118 70.76 -145.12 6 beluga 4 0 swim 92 True 
1123 70.82 -145.12 6 beluga 1 0 swim 121 True 
1125 70.83 -145.12 6 beluga 6 0 swim 91 True 
1129 70.86 -145.12 6 beluga 1 0 swim 271 True 
1131 70.87 -145.12 6 beluga 2 1 swim 241 True 
1149 71.13 -145.1 6 beluga 1 0 swim 91 True 
1157 71.24 -145.09 9 beluga 1 0 swim 332 True 
1158 71.25 -145.09 9 beluga 1 0 swim 273 True 
1162 71.28 -145.09 9 beluga 1 0 swim 331 True 
1164 71.31 -145.08 9 beluga 1 0 swim 301 True 
1239 70.9 -145.94 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 30 True 
1242 70.89 -145.95 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
1244 70.9 -146.01 2 beluga 5 2 swim 89 False 
1249 70.89 -146.03 2 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
1252 70.89 -145.95 6 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
1277 70.56 -145.94 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 240 True 
1296 70.39 -145.94 4 bowhead whale 1 1 swim -1 True 
1300 70.4 -145.92 4 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
1315 70.39 -145.94 4 bowhead whale 4 0 feed -1 False 
1318 70.37 -145.94 4 bowhead whale 3 0 swim 270 True 

 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Surface-feeding bowhead whale sighted ~30 km north of Flaxman Island, Alaska (western edge of 
block 4; Event 1315), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 14, 7 August 2016. 

 

 
 

Bowhead whale with muddy rostrum sighted ~30 km north of Flaxman Island, Alaska (western edge of 
block 4; Event 1315), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 14, 7 August 2016. 

  



 
 

In the category “too cute to not include”: polar bear sighted on barrier island ~30 km west of Kaktovik, 
Alaska, ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 14, 7 August 2016. 


