
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 201 – 2 July 2015 

Area flown:  Transects 1, 3, and 7, partial 
Total hours flown:  1.8  
Total transect hours:  0.2 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  0 (no calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were overcast.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 0-3.  Visibility varied from 
0-10 km, with low ceilings and fog.  Low ceilings and fog limited survey effort.  Ice cover ranged from 0-
85% broken floe in the area surveyed.   
Sightings: Gray whales (including 2 calves), belugas,  unidentified cetaceans, walruses, one bearded 
seal, and small unidentified pinnipeds.  

Preliminary Summary, Flight 201 Date: 7/2/2015 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 7/2/2015 2:35:10 PM End time: 7/2/2015 4:23:38 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 14 Transect km:55.5 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 17 Circling km: 7.9 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 31 Trans+Circ km: 63.4 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 22 Search km: 87.5 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 108 Total km: 413.3 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 55 Deadhead km: 262.4 
Total gray whales: 25 Search blocks: 13, 0  
Total belugas: 2 Transect blocks: 13  
Other whale sightings: 4   
Total walrus: 298   
Total polar bears: 0   
 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
161 71.08 -159.43 13 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
166 71.08 -159.45 13 beluga 1 0 swim -1 False 
224 71.02 -158.28 13 unid cetacean 4 0 swim 242 False 
225 71.02 -158.27 13 gray whale 5 0 feed -1 False 
235 71.05 -158.2 13 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
236 71.04 -158.19 13 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
249 71.06 -158.1 13 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
267 71.08 -157.97 13 gray whale 6 1 feed -1 False 
271 71.06 -157.91 13 gray whale 5 1 feed -1 False 
277 71.06 -157.95 13 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 False 

 

Note: Post-flight mapping program did not plot correctly; this report includes a temporary map to show flightlines 
and cetacean sightings. 



 

 

Ready to roll!  The ASAMM 2015 inaugural flight team extraordinaire: 
Stan Churches, Megan Ferguson, Vicki Beaver, Amy Willoughby, and Greg Pfeifer 


