
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 37 – 26 September 2015    
 
Area flown:  Block 3, 5 complete transects; block 11, 6 complete transects.  
Total hours flown:  5.1 
Total transect hours:  3.3 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  10 (1 calf) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were overcast.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 1-3.  Visibility 
varied from 0 to 10 km, with visual impediments including fog, low ceiling, and precipitation.  
Sea ice cover ranged from 0–75% grease/new ice in the area surveyed. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas, and small unidentified pinnipeds. 

Preliminary Summary, Flight 37 Date: 9/26/2015 

Total bowhead whales: 10 Start time: 9/26/2015 1:45:56 PM End time: 9/26/2015 6:53:34 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 8 Transect minutes: 195 Transect km:703.4 
Bowhead whales on transect: 8 Circling minutes: 10 Circling km: 27.7 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 1 Trans+Circ minutes: 205 Trans+Circ km: 731.1 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 1 Search minutes: 18 Search km: 65.3 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 308 Total km: 1234.1 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 85 Deadhead km: 437.7 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 11, 0, 3  
Total belugas: 15 Transect blocks: 3, 11  
Other whale sightings: 0   
Walruses: No   
Total polar bears: 0   
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
107 71.11 -153.59 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 89 True 
116 71.17 -153.58 3 bowhead whale 2 1 rest -1 True 
128 71.2 -153.59 3 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
134 71.29 -153.57 3 beluga 1 0 swim 302 True 
411 71.9 -152.67 11 beluga 2 0 swim 4 True 
413 71.92 -152.66 11 beluga 2 0 swim 5 True 
525 71 -152.47 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 273 True 
526 71 -152.47 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 273 True 
529 70.99 -152.44 3 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
540 70.99 -152.47 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 86 True 
602 70.79 -151.82 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 30 True 
691 71.76 -151.57 11 beluga 1 0 swim 4 True 
693 71.76 -151.57 11 beluga 1 0 swim 4 True 
694 71.77 -151.57 11 beluga 2 0 swim 4 True 
695 71.77 -151.57 11 beluga 1 0 swim 5 True 
743 71.77 -151.32 11 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
752 71.66 -151.33 11 beluga 1 0 swim 302 True 
753 71.65 -151.33 11 beluga 1 0 swim 302 True 
755 71.64 -151.33 11 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 
757 71.62 -151.33 11 beluga 1 0 swim 302 True 

 





 



 

Bowhead whale cow/calf pair sighted in the western Alaskan Beaufort Sea, ~100 km southeast of Barrow 
(Event 116), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 37, 26 September 2015.  The lighter gray calf is to the right of the 

cow’s flukes. 

 

Bowhead whale cow and belly-up rolling calf sighted in the western Alaskan Beaufort Sea, ~100 km 
southeast of Barrow (Event 116), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 37, 26 September 2015.  The flukes of the cow 

can be seen to the left of the calf. 


