
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 1 – 19 July 2013 

Area flown:  Blocks 4 and 6, 5 complete transects 
Total hours flown:  5.2 
Total transect hours:  2.6 
Number of bowheads seen:  74 (6 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Partly cloudy to overcast.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 1-3. Visibility 
ranged from 0 to 10 km, with glare, fog, and low ceilings. Ice cover ranged from 0-40% broken 
floe ice in the area surveyed. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales, unidentified cetaceans, belugas, bearded seals, and small 
unidentified pinnipeds.  Bowhead whales were observed feeding, milling, breaching, tail 
slapping, and swimming.   

Preliminary Summary, Flight 1 Date: 7/19/2013 

Total bowhead whales: 74 Start time: 7/19/2013 2:17:08 PM End time: 7/19/2013 7:27:05 PM 

Bowhead whale sightings: 33 Transect minutes: 157 Transect km:582.7 

Bowhead whales on transect: 33 Circling minutes: 68 Circling km: 187.4 

Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 6 Trans+Circ minutes: 225 Trans+Circ km: 770.1 

Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 1 

Search minutes: 6 Search km: 17.3 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 310 Total km: 1226.8 

Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 79 Deadhead km: 439.4 

Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 9, 4, 6  

Total belugas: 124 Transect blocks: 4, 6  

Other whale sightings: 2   

Total walrus: 0   

Total polar bears: 0   

 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 

108 70.48 -143.18 4 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 321 True 
109 70.49 -143.18 4 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 146 True 

113 70.5 -143.16 4 bowhead whale 4 0 swim 188 False 

116 70.51 -143.18 6 beluga 2 1 swim -1 False 

122 70.47 -143.17 4 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 

124 70.48 -143.18 4 bowhead whale 4 0 swim 145 False 

125 70.5 -143.19 6 bowhead whale 5 0 mill -1 False 
127 70.51 -143.19 6 beluga 1 0 swim 140 False 

138 70.65 -143.25 6 beluga 2 0 swim 82 True 

146 70.76 -143.3 6 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True 

157 70.9 -143.35 6 beluga 1 0 swim 266 True 

158 70.9 -143.35 6 beluga 1 0 swim 296 True 

161 70.95 -143.38 6 beluga 1 0 swim 289 True 
170 71.07 -143.43 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 

177 71.14 -143.45 6 beluga 1 0 swim 141 True 

191 71.15 -143.73 6 beluga 1 0 swim 152 True 

196 71.09 -143.74 6 beluga 2 0 rest -1 True 

206 70.97 -143.76 6 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 

208 70.97 -143.76 6 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 
213 70.89 -143.78 6 unid cetacean 1 0 swim 95 True 

228 70.86 -143.79 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 False 

231 70.84 -143.79 6 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 

233 70.83 -143.79 6 beluga 2 0 rest -1 True 

236 70.8 -143.79 6 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 
237 70.8 -143.79 6 beluga 2 1 rest -1 True 

252 70.62 -143.83 6 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 

255 70.6 -143.85 6 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 

339 70.35 -144.22 4 beluga 1 0 swim 120 True 

341 70.36 -144.22 4 beluga 2 1 swim 121 True 



342 70.38 -144.22 4 beluga 1 0 swim 149 True 

344 70.39 -144.22 4 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 

367 70.66 -144.19 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 

368 70.66 -144.19 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
369 70.67 -144.19 6 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 True 

371 70.68 -144.19 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 

374 70.69 -144.17 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 False 

375 70.69 -144.15 6 beluga 3 0 swim -1 False 

377 70.67 -144.17 6 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 

379 70.66 -144.18 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
380 70.66 -144.19 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 

383 70.66 -144.19 6 bowhead whale 5 1 feed -1 False 

394 70.63 -144.1 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 False 

403 70.69 -144.18 6 beluga 3 1 swim 124 True 

406 70.72 -144.18 6 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 True 

410 70.73 -144.15 6 bowhead whale 6 1 swim -1 False 
413 70.72 -144.18 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 

420 70.73 -144.19 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 False 

423 70.75 -144.18 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 True 

425 70.78 -144.17 6 beluga 1 0 swim 187 True 

426 70.78 -144.17 6 beluga 2 0 swim 95 True 

430 70.81 -144.17 6 bowhead whale 4 0 mill -1 True 
437 70.81 -144.17 6 bowhead whale 2 1 rest -1 False 

450 70.93 -144.16 6 beluga 2 0 rest -1 True 

457 70.99 -144.15 6 beluga 6 1 rest -1 True 

458 71 -144.15 6 beluga 2 0 swim -1 True 

459 71 -144.15 6 beluga 1 0 swim 123 True 
461 71.01 -144.15 6 beluga 3 1 dive -1 True 

462 71.02 -144.15 6 beluga 2 0 swim -1 False 

464 71.03 -144.15 6 bowhead whale 2 1 tail slap -1 True 

512 71.14 -145.22 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 

513 71.14 -145.22 6 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 

515 71.13 -145.22 6 beluga 3 0 mill -1 True 
517 71.11 -145.23 6 beluga 3 1 rest -1 True 

518 71.11 -145.23 6 beluga 1 0 swim 123 True 

521 71.09 -145.23 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 

524 71.07 -145.23 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 360 True 

525 71.06 -145.23 6 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 True 

533 71.06 -145.24 6 beluga 2 0 mill -1 False 
536 71.05 -145.23 6 beluga 45 1 swim -1 True 

541 71.03 -145.31 6 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 False 

551 71 -145.24 6 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True 

587 70.67 -145.31 6 bowhead whale 3 0 feed -1 True 

593 70.68 -145.35 6 bowhead whale 5 1 mill -1 False 

611 70.58 -145.31 6 beluga 7 0 mill -1 True 
708 70.76 -145.68 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 90 True 

711 70.78 -145.67 6 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False 

722 70.81 -145.68 6 bowhead whale 4 0 breach -1 True 

725 70.83 -145.68 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 

741 70.91 -145.68 6 bowhead whale 2 0 unknown -1 True 

746 70.93 -145.67 6 bowhead whale 1 1 unknown -1 False 
758 70.99 -145.68 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 True 

760 70.99 -145.68 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 122 True 

770 70.99 -145.64 6 beluga 1 0 swim -1 False 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Bowhead whale cow and calf in the western Beaufort Sea (event 437), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 1, 19 July 
2013. 



 

Bowhead whale breaching in the western Beaufort Sea (event 722), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 1, 19 July 2013.  
This whale breached five times in succession. 

 

 

Fog, sea ice, and glassy water on ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 1 in the western Beaufort Sea, 19 July 2013.  Photo 

by Vicki Beaver. 


