A ChecKklist of Alaskan Crabs
Bradley G. Stevens

Alaska has long been known for it’s crab fisheries. King crab is perhaps the most famous and
valiabk of these, pound for pound, although snow crab has produced both the greatest hndings and
the greatest revenue inrecent years. However, there are many more crab species n Ahskan waters,
some of which support incidental or small fsheries, and others that will never support commercial
fshing due to their size or scarcty. On the occasion of ths symposium, “Crab 2001", devoted to the
study of crabs, and occurning in Alaska, it seemed appropriate to consider exactly what constitutes an
“Alaskan crab”.

The folowing checklist was assembled from a revew of literature on ntertidal and subtidal
marine species in Alaskan waters, loosely defined as anything within 200 n.mi. of the Alaskan coastline
(and islands). Species on the list are those that have been documented to occur in Alaskan waters, in a
published reference. The exceptions are six species collected from Patton Seamount, and not
previously reported from Alaskan waters, but which probably ako occur on seamounts and the
continental slope closer to shore. Amongthem, the gant large-clawed spider crab (Macroregonia
macrochira) has not previously been observed north of 49 N. htitude, but was found on Patton
Seamount n the Gulfof Alska at 54.5 N. latitude., and probably ranges across the entire North
Pacific sea floor below 1000 m.

The list is ordered alphabetrally by family, then by Genus and species. The present list contains
11 families and 80 species of crabs that have been dentifed in Alaskan waters. Amongthese, 28
species are hermit crabs (Family Paguridae), 18 are stone crabs (Family Lithodidae, nclidngking
crabs), 14 are spider crabs (Family Majidae, incliding snow and Tanrer crab), and 6 are pea crabs
(Family Pinnotheridae). Perhaps more will be discovered in the near future. Latin names denoted with
* are tentative identifications. All common names are those accepted and publshed by the AFS [,
1989 #509], except for those species lacking common names (denoted with **), where a name was
created by the source. Many ofthe common names, especally for hermit crabs, were codifed by
Kessler and subsequertly accepted by AFS. # denotes a mame commonly used by staff at our
laboratory.

I encourage others to examine, revse, and add species to this list as they are identifed, and |
thank al those who have done so already.

Bradky G. Stevers, Natioml Marine Fsheries Service, Kodiak Fisheries Research Center
301 Research Ct.,, Kodiak, Alaska, 99615. bradley.gstevens@noaa.gov ph. (907) 481-1726
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Family

Atekcycldae
Atekcycldae
Cancridae
Cancridae
Cancridae
Cancridae
Chrostylidae
Galatheidae
Galatheidae
Grapsidae
Grapsidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
Lithodidae
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Lithodidae
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Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Majidae

Genus species

Erimacrus isenbeckii
Telmessus cheiragonus
Cancer gracilis

Cancer magister

Cancer oregonensis
Cancer productus
Chirostylus perarm atus*
Munidopsis albatrossae*
Munida quadrispina
Hemigrapsus nudus
Hemigrapsus oregonensis
Acantholithodes hispidus
Cryptolithodes sitchensis
Cryptolithodes typicus
Dermaturus mandti
Hapalogaster grebnitzkii
Hapalogaster mertensii
Lithodes aequispina
Lithodes couesi
Lopholithodes foraminatus
Lopholithodes mandti
Oedignathus inermis
Paralithodes camtschaticus
Paralithodes platypus
Paralomis multispina
Paralomis v erillii
Phyllolithodes papillosus
Placetron wosnessenski
Rhinolithodes wosnessensk i
Chionoecetes angulatus
Chionoecetes bairdi
Chionoecetes opilio
Chionoecetes tanneri
Chorilia longipes

Hyas coarctatus

Hyas lyratus
Macroregonia macrochira
Mimulus foliatus
Oregonia bifurca

Common name

har crab

helmet crab

graceful cancer crab
Dungeness crab
pygmy cancer crab
red rock crab

Pacifc red pmchbug**
Albbatross squat lobster®*
pinch bug* *

purpk shore crab
yelow shore crab
fizzy crab**

unbrella crab

butterfly crab

wrinkked crab**

soft crab**

hary crab

golden king crab
scarlet king crab
brownbox crab**
box crab**

paxilose crab**

red king crab

blue king crab

spiny Paralomis™*
Veril’s Paralomis**
fhtspine triange crab
scaled crab
rhmnoceros crab
triangle Tamner crab
Tamner crab

snow crab

grooved Tamner crab
longhorn decorator crab
Arctc lyre (toad) crab
Pacific Lyre crab
long clawed spider crab**
foliate kelp crab
splitnose crab**

Source
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Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Majidae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
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Paguridae
Paguridae
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Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Paguridae
Pimotheridae
Pimotheridae
Pimotheridae
Pimotheridae
Pimotheridae
Pimotheridae
Porcellandae
Porcellanidae
Xanthdae

Oregonia gracilis
Pugettia gracilis
Pugettia producta
Scyra acutifrons

Discorsopagurus schmitti

Elassochirus cavimanus
Elasso chirus gilli
Elassochirus tenuimanus

Labidochirus splendescens

Pagurus aleuticus
Pagurus armatus
Pagurus beringanus
Pagurus brandti
Pagurus capillatus
Pagurus caurinus
Pagurus confragosus
Pagurus cornutus
Pagurus dalli
Pagurus granosimanus
Pagurus hemp hilli
Pagurus hirsutiusculus
Pagurus kennerleyi
Pagurus mertensii
Pagurus ochotensis
Pagurus rathbuni
Pagurus samuelis
Pagurus setosus
Pagurus stevensae
Pagurus tanneri
Pagurus townsendi
Pagurus trigonocheirus
Pagurus undosus
Fabia subquadrata
Pinnixia faba
Pinnixia littoralis
Pinnixia occidentalis
Pinnixia schmitti
Pinnixia tubicula
Pachycheles rudis
Petrolisthes eriomerus

Lophopanopeus bellus bellus

graceful decorator crab
graceful kelp crab
Northem kelp crab
sharpnose crab
tubeworm hermit crab
purpk hemit crab
Pacifc red hermit crab
wide hand hermit crab
splendid hermit crab
Aleutian hermit crab
armed hermit crab
Bering hermit

sponge hemit crab
“Dirty Harry#
greenmark hemit crab
knobbyhand hermit crab
hornyhand hermit crab
whiteknee hemmit crab
grainyhand hermi
maroon hermit crab
hary hermit crab
bluespine hermit crab

Alaskan hermit crab
longfinger hermit crab
bluehand hermit
setose hermit crab
Stevens' hermit crab
longhand hemit crab

fuzzy hermit crab
Pribibf hermit crab
grooved musselcrab
mantle pea crab

gaper pea crab
Westernpea crab
Schmitt pea crab
tube-dwelling pea crab
thckclaw porcehin crab
fhttop crab

blackclaw crestleg crab
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