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Newhalen 

People and Place 

Location 

Newhalen is a second-class city of 160 people 
located on the north shore of Iliamna Lake, 320 miles 
southwest of Anchorage across Cook Inlet. The area 
encompasses 6.1 square miles of land and 2.3 square 
miles of water. 

Demographic Profile 

Newhalen is primarily a community of Yupik 
Eskimos and Aleuts. The 2000 U.S. Census reports 
that 85.5% of the community’s 160 residents are 
Alaska Native or American Indian, 8.8% of residents 
are White, and 6.3% are two or more races. A total of 
91.3% of the population recognized themselves as all 
or part Alaska Native or American Indian. The gender 
distribution of the community is even, with 50% men 
and 50% women. The age structure is quite young, 
with a median age of 20.5 years, whereas the national 
age median was 35.3 years. Approximately 48.8% 
of the population is aged 19 or under. This is most 
likely because employment opportunities in Newhalen 
are limited; many residents of working age leave the 
community for jobs in nearby Iliamna or in the Bristol 
Bay area. All residents live in households (none in 
group quarters), and the average household size for the 
community is 4.1 persons. There are 39 households. 

History 

The area of Newhalen has been occupied 
by humans since prehistory. Its population, even 
today, is comprised primarily of Yupik Eskimos and 
Aleuts. The name “Newhalen” is an Anglicization 
of “Noghelingamuit,” meaning “People of the Land 
of Prosperity or Abundance” in Yupik. The natural 
resources in the area are abundant and include salmon, 
trout, moose, rabbit, seal, and caribou. Most residents 
rely primarily on subsistence hunting and fishing for 
their livelihoods. 

Infrastructure 

Current Economy 

Residents of Newhalen rely heavily upon natural 
resources for their economic livelihoods. Fishing is 
particularly important, with community members 
involved in the Bristol Bay commercial fishing industry, 
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and in subsistence fishing in the Lake Iliamna area. 
The area also attracts sport fishermen from around the 
world. In cooperation with the nearby town of Iliamna, 
some Newhalen residents are involved in tourism-
related businesses such as guide services and hotels. 

The average per capita income of Newhalen is 
$9,447, and the average household income is $36,250. 
In 2000, 17.9% of residents were unemployed, but 
employment figures vary according seasonally. 
Approximately 15% of residents live below the poverty 
level, and 42.9% of residents are not in the work force 
(not employed and not seeking work). 

Governance 

Newhalen is a second-class city, incorporated in 
1971, with a strong mayor form of government. It 
is located in the Lake and Peninsula Borough. The 
Newhalen Village Council is an important form of 
local Native governance. The city is a member of the 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation, and the Bristol Bay 
Native Association, a regional non-profit organization. 
Government revenues are obtained through a 2% sales 
tax, a 2% raw fish tax, and a 6% accommodations 
tax, all administered through the Lake and Peninsula 
Borough. The nearest Bureau of Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (BCIS) office is in Anchorage. 
The nearest Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
(ADF&G) office is located in King Salmon. The 
nearest NMFS enforcement office is in Homer. 

Facilities 

The only local road connects Newhalen to the nearby 
village of Iliamna. Two nearby airstrips (one 3,000 foot 
and one 1,500 foot) are shared by the two villages; 
roundtrip airfare to Anchorage is approximately $255 
(Travelocity 2003). The two villages also share most 
facilities, including the Newhalen School, which has 
79 students and seven teachers, and police services 
(VPSO). There is a local city-owned health clinic. The 
INN Electric Cooperative (shared between Iliamna, 
Newhalen, and Nondalton) provides electric power, 
which is generated by a hydroelectric station and a 
diesel generator. Water distribution is provided by the 
city, and sewage services are handled both by the city 
and by individually owned septic tanks. The city also 
operates a health clinic. 

Private facilities in Newhalen include charter air 
services, a grocery store, and a petroleum station. 

Involvement in North Pacific Fisheries 

Commercial Fishing 

Commercial fishing in Newhalen revolves around 
the Bristol Bay salmon fishery. In 2000, a total of 
eight commercial fishing permits were held by eight 
community members. There were 20 registered crew 
members, 4 vessel owners for the salmon fishery, 
and no vessel owners who participated in federally 
managed fisheries. 

Commercial permits in 2000 were as follows: 
six salmon drift gillnet permits for Bristol Bay (four 
fished), and two salmon set gillnet permits for Bristol 
Bay (two fished). 

In 2000, there were no processing plants in 
Newhalen and therefore no registered landings. In 2002, 
the Lake and Peninsula Borough, in which Newhalen 
is located, was granted $29,832 in federal funds to 
compensate for fisheries losses due to the protection 
of Steller sea lion habitat under the Endangered 
Species Act. In 2003, the Lake and Peninsula Borough 
was granted $442,002 in federal disaster funds to 
compensate for falling salmon prices. A portion of 
these sums will likely be used for programs that affect 
Newhalen. 

Sport Fishing 

The sport fishing industry in the Bristol Bay 
Management Area is world-renowned for all five 
species of Pacific Salmon, as well as rainbow trout, 
Arctic grayling, Arctic char, and Dolly Varden. 
Because of Newhalen’s proximity to Lake Iliamna 
and the Newhalen River, its economy benefits from 
sport fishing during the summer months. However, 
most community residents who participate in the sport 
fishing industry do so in cooperation with the nearby 
community of Iliamna. There are no registered sport 
fishing guide services and no recorded sport fishing 
license sales for Newhalen. 

Subsistence Fishing 

Subsistence activities are heavily focused on 
salmon and account for a major part of the local 
economy in Newhalen. The ADF&G’s Division of 
Subsistence, reports that, in 1991, 100% of Newhalen 
households used subsistence resources. One hundred 
percent of residents used both salmon and non-salmon 
fish species for subsistence. Non-salmon fish species 
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used included: herring, smelt, cod, flounder, greenling, 
halibut, burbot, char, grayling, pike, sheefish, sucker, 
and trout). Approximately 61.5% of households used 
marine mammals for subsistence, and 42.3% used 
marine invertebrates. 

The annual per capita harvest of subsistence foods 
for Newhalen in 1991 was 747.2 lbs, and was comprised 
of the following resources: salmon (56.2%), non-
salmon fish (5.0%), land mammals (30.7%), marine 
mammals (1.1%), birds and bird eggs (2.8%), marine 
invertebrates (0.4%), and vegetation (3.8%). 
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