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Ekwok 

People and Place 

Location 

Ekwok is situated inland on the Nushagak River 
and is in the Dillingham Census Area. It is located 43 
miles northeast of Dillingham and 285 miles southwest 
of Anchorage. It is comprised of 16 square miles of 
land and 1.4 square miles of water. 

Demographic Profile 

In 2000 there were a total of 130 residents in 
Ekwok. The population leaned heavily towards 
males, who made up 53.1% versus 46.9% females. 
The population of Ekwok has fluctuated substantially 
since 1930, the first year a population was officially 
recorded by the U.S. Census; at the time the community 
included 40 people. In recent years, the community has 
fluctuated between about 77 and 130 people. In 2000 
about 91.5% of the residents were American Indian 
and Alaska Native, 6.2% White, and 2.3% were of 
two or more races. When race alone or in combination 
with one or more other races is taken into account, 
about 93.8% of the population was American Indian 
and Alaska Native. No one in the community was 
Hispanic. The median age was 31.5 years, significantly 
younger than the U.S. national median of 35.3 years. 
In 2000 there were 56 total housing units in Ekwok, 
although 14 were vacant, five due to seasonal use. No 
one in the community lived in group quarters. Of the 
population age 25 years and over, about 64.7% had 
graduated from high school or higher, and 5.9% had 
obtained a bachelor’s degree or higher. About 27.5% 
of the population age 25 and over had completed less 
than 9th grade. 

History 

Yup’ik and Athabascan people settled in the region 
more than 6,000 years ago (inAlaska.com). Ekwok 
is the oldest continuously occupied Yup’ik Eskimo 
village on the Nushagak River; its name means “end 
of the bluff.” During the 1800s the village was used as 
a fish camp in the spring and summer and as a berry 
picking base in the fall. By 1923 the settlement of 
Ekwok was the largest along the river. A Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) school was constructed in the 
village in 1930. Until the post office opened in 1941, 
mail was delivered to Ekwok by dog sled. There was 
a severe flood in the early 1960s and at that time the 
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village was relocated to its current location, which is on 
higher ground. In 1974 the city became incorporated. 

Infrastructure 

Current Economy 

The residents of Ekwok are all very dependent 
upon subsistence harvesting. Many members of 
the community also tend summer gardens, which 
are popular because families stay in the village to 
subsistence fish. A few members of the community 
trap. A large number of residents are not involved 
in the labor force. Of those age 16 and over in 2000, 
44.4% were employed, 11.1% were unemployed, 
and 44.4% were not in the labor force. Of those who 
were employed, 74% were classified as government 
workers. About 39.3% were involved in occupations 
which were educational, or related to health and social 
services. In 2000, 7 commercial fishing permits 
were issued to residents of Ekwok and 13 community 
residents were licensed crew members. The Native 
village corporation, Ekwok Natives Ltd., owns a 
fishing lodge which is located two miles downriver. 
Near the community is the site of a gravel mine. The 
median per capita income was $11,079 in 2000 and the 
median household income was $16,250. About 32.1% 
of the population lived below the poverty level. 

Governance 

Ekwok is a second-class city which was 
incorporated in 1974. The City has a mayor form of 
government which includes the mayor, a seven-person 
city council, a three-person advisory school board, and 
a few municipal employees, including a public safety 
officer. Ekwok is not part of any organized borough 
and there are no taxes administered by the city. The 
Native village corporation is the Ekwok Natives Ltd. 
Ekwok Natives Limited owns a fishing lodge which 
is located about two miles away from the community. 
Ekwok belongs to the Bristol Bay Native Corporation, 
a Native regional corporation, and the Bristol Bay 
Native Association, a non-profit organization. The 
Community Development Quota (CDQ) group to 
which Ekwok belongs is the Bristol Bay Economic 
Development Corporation (BBEDC). The closest 
office of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
(ADF&G) is located in Dillingham. A National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) field office is located in 
Bethel, an office is located in Homer, and a main 

office is located in Anchorage. The nearest Bureau of 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (BCIS) office is 
located in Anchorage.    

Facilities 

Ekwok is most accessible by air travel. A State-
owned 2,720 foot gravel runway is present in Ekwok and 
floatplanes land on the Nushagak River. Both regular 
and charter flights are available to the community 
from Dillingham. The approximate cost to travel by air 
roundtrip to Anchorage from Ekwok is $444. During 
the months which are ice-free, the Coastal Marine 
Transport barge service brings cargo to the community 
from Dillingham. The community does not have any 
docking facilities; however, there is a barge off-loading 
area. Locals use skiffs, ATVs, and snowmachines 
to travel to other villages. Accommodations are 
available in the community at either the Ekwok Lodge 
or Maalug’s Lodge. There is one school, William 
“Sonny” Nelson School, which teaches K-8th grade. 
In 2000 the school had a total of 26 students and 3 
teachers. The Ekwok Health Clinic There is newly 
constructed, owned by the City, and operated by the 
Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation (BBAHC). There 
are no police services in the community; however, one 
of the municipal employees for the city is a Village 
Public Safety Officer (VPSO). The electric utility is 
Ekwok Electric, which is operated by the city. Refuse 
collection is not available and is up to the individuals. 
The city operates the landfill. The majority of residents 
rely on individual wells for water. There are 20 HUD 
homes which each have individual wells and a piped 
septic system. Sixteen additional homes are linked by 
a piped sewage system which the city operates, but 
the remaining residences all are dependent upon either 
septic systems or a flush/haul system. 

Involvement in North Pacific Fisheries 

Commercial Fishing 

A total of seven commercial fishing permits were 
issued to residents of Ekwok in 2000, but only four 
were fished. A total of 13 members of the community 
were licensed crew members in 2000. Two residents 
vessel owners participated in the salmon fishery; no 
residents vessel owners participated in the federal 
fisheries. 

Two permits were issued to residents for herring 
roe, including one gillnet in Security Cove (not fished) 
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and one gillnet in Bristol Bay (not fished). Five permits 
were issued for the commercial fishing of salmon all 
using drift gillnets in Bristol Bay (four fished).  

No vessels delivered landings of any kind to 
the community of Ekwok because no processor was 
present in the community. 

The CDQ group in which Ekwok is included, 
the Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation 
(BBEDC), was recently granted $75,026 by the 
Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference as part of the 
Steller Sea Lion Mitigation Program “in recognition 
of the negative economic impacts of federal measures 
to protect the Steller sea lion” with money which had 
been allocated by the U.S. government (Southwest 
Alaska Municipal Conference 2003). 

Sport Fishing 

Sport fishing is a visitor attraction for Ekwok. In 
2000 there were a total of 45 sport fishing licenses sold 
in the community, and of those only eight were sold 
to Alaska state residents. There were two businesses 
in the community in 2002 according to the ADF&G 
which were listed as freshwater guide businesses 

and full service guide businesses. Accommodations 
for visiting sport fishers were available at Maalug’s 
Lodge. 

Subsistence Fishing 

According to the ADF&G’s Division of 
Subsistence, in 1987 100% of all households in Ekwok 
used some type of subsistence resources: 89.7% 
salmon, 75.9% non-salmon fish (herring, herring roe, 
smelt, flounder, blackfish, burbot, char, grayling, pike, 
sucker, trout, and whitefish), 41.4% marine mammals, 
and 0% marine invertebrates. The per capita harvest 
of all subsistence resources was 796.57 lbs in 1987. 
Of that per capita harvest, 52.27% was salmon, 8.61% 
was non-salmon fish, 0% was marine mammals, 0% 
was marine invertebrates, 0.46% was birds and eggs, 
31.29% was land mammals, and 2.38% was vegetation. 
Also according to ADF&G, 12 household permits were 
issued for subsistence salmon to residents of Ekwok in 
the year 1999 for an estimated harvest of 1,870 total 
salmon. Residents of Ekwok are not eligible to apply 
for halibut subsistence certificates.  
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