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Ekuk  

People and Place 

Location 

Ekuk is situated on the east coast of Nushagak Bay 
and spreads out for approximately two miles along a 
slender gravel spit which extends from Ekuk Bluffs 
in a hook shape. The community is about 17 miles 
south of Dillingham and makes up 4.7 square miles of 
land but has no water area under its jurisdiction. It is 
located in the Dillingham Census Area. 

Demographic Profile* 

In 2000 there were two inhabitants of Ekuk, one 
male and one female. They both were White with a 
median age of 75 years. The two residents present at 
the time of the 2000 Census were the only year round 
residents and most likely the cannery watchman and the 
watchman’s spouse. The population of the community 
has undergone changes over recent decades. The 1960 
U.S. Census reported 40 inhabitants, 51 inhabitants in 
1970, and 7 residents by the 1980. In 1990 the population 
was three, which reduced to the two reported by the 
2000 Census. According to the most recent figures by 
a State Demographer, in 2002 there were five residents 
of Ekuk. In 2000 there were 73 total housing units in 
Ekuk and of those only one was occupied. The other 
72 were vacant due to seasonal use. Both residents of 
Ekuk lived in households in 2000. The Wards Cove 
Packing Co. had been in operation in Ekuk, but closed 
in 2002. During the operation of Wards Cove Packing, 
a work force resided in Ekuk seasonally, including 200 
workers at its peak. The current population of Ekuk 
is made up of seasonal subsistence users, seasonal 
commercial set netters, and possibly those operating 
the buying station for Yardarm Knot Fisheries during 
the salmon season. 

History 

The name Ekuk means “the last village down,” 
which reflects that the village is the community 
farthest south on the Nushagak Bay. Russian accounts 
first document the village in 1824 and 1828 as Village 
Ekouk and Seleniye Ikuk. Ekuk is believed to have been 
a major Eskimo village at one time in history. After 
1818 the Russians employed the Natives of the area 
as guides as they navigated their boats up Nushagak 
Bay to the Aleksandrovsk trading post. Many residents 
of the community moved to the Moravian Mission 
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* Ekuk was not considered to be a “Place” level geography by
the 2000 U.S. Census; however it was considered an Alaska 
Native village statistical area (ANVSA). The 2000 Census data 
used in this section was located for Ekuk in the Census geo-
graphic category of “Reservation or Statistical Entity.” 
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at Carmel prior to the opening of the North Alaska 
Salmon Company cannery in Ekuk in 1903. Many 
residents were also drawn away from the village by the 
opening of additional canneries on both sides of the 
bay between 1888 and 1889. The Wards Cove Packing 
cannery was built in the 1940’s in Ekuk. A school was 
present in the community during 1958 to 1974. In 
2002 Wards Cove Packing closed down the operation 
of their salmon processing facilities including the 
Ekuk plant because of the drop in salmon prices and 
the decreased participation by fishers in the fishery. 
Yardarm Knot Fisheries recently purchased the Ekuk 
cannery and made it into a buying station for the Ekuk 
salmon set netters. 

Infrastructure 

Current Economy* 

In 2000 it appears that all employment for the 
permanent residents was supplied by the cannery. 
All employed residents were classified as having held 
service occupations. In 2000 the per capita income 
was $25,000 and the median household income was 
$51,250. None of the residents lived below the poverty 
level. Ekuk is currently a subsistence-use site, with 
many families having set net sites. Yardarm Knot 
operates a salmon buying station at the old Wards 
Cove cannery for the commercial set netters who most 
likely come from the nearby communities of Clark’s 
Point, South Naknek, and Manokotak which all have 
members who hold set net permits for the Bristol Bay 
area. 

Governance 

Ekuk is unincorporated and is not part of any 
organized borough; therefore there are no city or 
borough employees in the village. The Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) recognized Traditional Council 
for the community is the Ekuk Village Council whose 
President is also a Board Representative for the Bristol 
Bay Economic Development Corporation, which is 
the Community Development Quota (CDQ) group 
in which the village is included. The Native village 
corporation is Choggiung, Ltd. which owns most of the 
land and the airstrip in Ekuk. Choggiung, Ltd. is the 
merged Native corporation of Dillingham, Ekuk, and 
Portage Creek. The Native regional corporation is the 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation and the regional non-
profit for the area is the Bristol Bay Native Association. 

The closest office of the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game (ADF&G) to the community is located 
in Dillingham. A National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) field office is located in Bethel and a main 
office is located in Anchorage. The nearest Bureau of 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (BCIS) office is 
located in Anchorage. 

Facilities 

Ekuk can be reached by air and by sea; however, 
air travel is the most common means of transportation 
to the village. The airstrip is a 1,200 foot sand and 
gravel owned by Choggiung, Ltd. The approximate 
cost according to Anchorage from Ekuk is $319 
according to Travelocity and Expedia (price given 
for date as close to September 1, 2003 as possible). 
Flights are available from Dillingham in the summer 
months including both scheduled and charter flights. 
A small dock is located on the south side of the village 
and other private docks are present. The site of the old 
cannery and current buying station has a boat haul-
out and two docks. The community of Clark’s Point 
which is located two miles north can be reached 
during the winter months by snow-machine. There 
are no accommodations for tourists in the village 
and no school is present in Ekuk. There is no health 
care facility in Ekuk, but a clinic is located in Clark’s 
Point. There are also no police services in the village. 
Individuals run their own generators, collect their own 
refuse, and take care of their sewer and water needs. 
No central facilities are available as the area is, for the 
most part, only seasonally used. Funds were requested 
to drill a community well.    

Involvement in North Pacific Fisheries 

Commercial Fishing 

No one in the village of Ekuk held commercial 
fishing permits in 2000 and there were no resident 
crew members. The only two permanent residents at 
that time were employed as caretakers of the cannery 
which was still in operation during that year. During 

* Ekuk was not considered to be a “Place” level geography
by the year 2000 U.S. Census; however it was considered an
Alaska Native village statistical area (ANVSA). The 2000 Cen-
sus data used in this section was located for Ekuk in the Census 
geographic category of “Reservation or Statistical Entity.” 
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2000, the Wards Cove Packing plant was still in 
operation and had 200 seasonal employees at its peak. 
The plant processed salmon and had a total of 122 
vessels which delivered landings in 2000. In accordance 
with confidentiality regulations, landings data for the 
community are unavailable, most likely because only 
one processor was present in the community. 

In 2002 the Wards Cove plant closed and recently 
the plant was purchased by Yardarm Knot Fisheries, 
which is a Seattle-based company. Yardarm Knot 
Fisheries is currently not processing at the plant, but 
has turned the facility into a buying station for the 
Ekuk salmon set netters. The fish are tendered to the 
company’s Red Salmon Plant in Naknek. The set netters 
most likely come from neighboring communities such 
as Clark’s Point and reside in their own temporary 
camps during the salmon season. 

The CDQ group in which Ekuk is included, the 
Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation 
(BBEDC), was recently granted $75,026 by the 
Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference as part of the 

Steller Sea Lion Mitigation Program “in recognition 
of the negative economic impacts of federal measures 
to protect the Steller sea lion” with money which had 
been allocated by the U.S. government (Southwest 
Alaska Municipal Conference 2003). 

Sport Fishing 

There is no evidence of sport fishing in Ekuk and 
facilities do not currently exist to attract tourists to 
this industry as there is no hotel in the community or 
businesses related to sport fishing. No sport fishing 
licenses were sold in the community in 2000 and no 
sport fishing businesses were listed for the community 
by the ADF&G for 2002. 

Subsistence Fishing 

No data were available regarding subsistence 
harvesting in Ekuk, although the village is the site 
of subsistence set net salmon harvesting. Permanent 
residents are also eligible to apply for a permit to 
harvest Nushagak Peninsula caribou. 
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