
COMIDA – Flight 263 – 6 October 2011 

Area flown:  Transects 15 and 17, partial; coastal transect from Point Lay to Barrow.  
Total hours flown:  3.3 
Total transect hours:  2.1 
Number of bowheads seen:  0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were overcast to partly cloudy, with snow showers scattered 
throughout the study area.  Visibility ranged from <1-10 km.  Sea state ranged from  
Beaufort 2-4, and there was 1-5% grease/new sea ice near shore.  Extensive low clouds 
prevented completion of transects 15 and 17.     
Sightings: One beluga, walruses and unidentified pinnipeds.  Approximately 1,000 walruses 
were hauled out 5 nmi northeast of Point Lay, slightly north of the haulout location observed on 
30 September (see photos below).   
 
 
 
Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 263 Date: 10/6/2011 

Total bowheads: 0 Start time: 10/6/2011 12:08:02 PM End time: 10/6/2011 3:23:26 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 123 Transect km:461.7 
Bowheads on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 7 Circling km: 23.8 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 130 Trans+Circ km: 485.5 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 0 Search km: 1.3 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 195 Total km: 884.1 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 65 Deadhead km: 397.3 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 18, 17, 12  
Total belugas: 1 Transect blocks: 20, 18, 17, 13, 12, 0  
Other whale sightings: 0   
Total walrus: 1318   
Total bear: 0   
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480 71.28 -
156.89 12 beluga 1 . 0 258 . swim True 

 



 
 
 
 



 

Walruses hauled out approximately 5 nmi northeast of Point Lay, Alaska.  Group size was estimated at 1,000 
animals.  The aircraft was surveying 1 nmi offshore at 1,511 ft altitude and no reaction was observed.  Roughly 300 
walruses were in open water near the haulout. 

 



 

Site of walrus haulout observed on 30 September 2011, approximately 5 nmi northeast of Point Lay, Alaska; no 
walruses were seen at this location.  The current haulout is slightly northeast of this location. 


