
COMIDA – Flight 240 – 12 October 2009 

Area flown: Transects 1 through 6, coastal transect from south of Pt. Lay to Peard Bay 
Total hours flown: 10.2 (two flights) 
Total transect hours: 4.9 
Number of bowheads seen: 6 (2 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Survey conditions were excellent.  Beaufort sea state ranged from 1 to 3; 
higher sea states were encountered near Cape Lisburne precluding effort along the 
southernmost section of the coastal transect. Visibility was excellent with mostly clear to partly 
cloudy skies. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales (including two cow-calf pairs, see attached photo), gray whales, 
belugas, unidentified large whales, walrus, bearded seals, unidentified pinnipeds 

 

Total bowheads: 6 Start time: 10/12/2009 10:03:00 AM End time: 10/12/2009 8:57:22 PM
Bowhead sightings: 2 Transect minutes: 293 Transect km:1015.4 
Bowheads on transect: 2 Circling minutes: 33 Circling km: 84.6 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 2 Trans+Circ minutes: 326 Trans+Circ km: 1100 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
1 Search minutes: 116 Search km: 450.4 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 610 Total km: 2220.4 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 168 Deadhead km: 670 
Total gray whales: 11 Search blocks: 0, 20, 14, 13, 12 
Total belugas: 96 Transect blocks: 20, 0, 14, 13, 17, 12
Other whale sightings: 7  
Total walrus: 2  
Total bear: 0  
 

 



Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 
476 71.04 -158.47 13 gray whale 2 . 0 -1 . feed True 
774 71.14 -158.03 13 gray whale 1 . 0 224 . . True 
781 71.14 -158.04 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed False 

783 71.14 -158.03 13 unknown 
cetacean 2 . 0 -1 . . False 

787 71.11 -157.94 13 gray whale 2 . 0 223 . . True 
789 71.1 -157.9 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 
829 71.19 -157.45 13 gray whale 1 . 0 74 . . True 
538 71.42 -159.77 13 bowhead 2 . 1 252 . . True 

567 71.46 -159.88 13 unknown 
cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . . True 

550 71.43 -159.8 13 bowhead 4 . 1 -1 . . False 
1209 71.2 -157.65 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed False 

1211 71.18 -157.67 13 unknown 
cetacean 3 . 0 -1 . . False 

1218 71.1 -157.78 13 gray whale 2 . 0 -1 . feed False 

1221 71.06 -157.84 13 unknown 
cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . . False 

1081 71.59 -157.2 13 beluga whale 1 . 0 135 . . True 
1068 71.51 -156.98 12 beluga whale 25 . 3 246 . . False 
1069 71.52 -156.98 12 beluga whale 22 . 0 -1 . . False
1073 71.54 -157.03 13 beluga whale 34 . 3 -1 . . True 
1076 71.56 -157.09 13 beluga whale 5 . 0 -1 . . True 
1195 71.39 -157.37 13 beluga whale 1 . 0 265 . . False 
1182 71.55 -157.14 13 beluga whale 8 . 0 264 . . False 

 

 



 



 

Event #538, Cow/Calf Bowhead Pair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


