
COMIDA – Flight 231 – 19 September 2009 

Area flown: Transects 20 & 17, 7 & 4, partial coastal transect and partial carcass search 
Total hours flown: 8.9 
Total transect hours: 4.8 
Number of bowheads seen: 18 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Ceilings were fair allowing for survey altitudes of 1000’-1200’.  Sea state 
conditions were good ranging from Beaufort 2-5. Visibility was fairly good with areas of reduced 
visibility due to low hanging clouds and snow squalls. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales, gray whales, unidentified cetaceans, walrus, polar bears, bearded 
seals and unidentified pinnipeds.  One unidentified cetacean carcass on the beach with 
moderate decomposition.  One unidentified cetacean offshore in a state of advanced 
decomposition.  Four walrus carcasses and a couple of unidentified pinniped carcasses on the 
beach. 

Comment:  Feeding bowhead whales were observed southwest of Barrow (see photograph 
below). 

 
Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 231 Date: 9/19/2009

Total bowheads: 18 Start time: 9/19/2009 9:30:12 AM End time: 9/19/2009 8:22:01 PM
Bowhead sightings: 7 Transect minutes: 287 Transect km:977.9 
Bowheads on transect: 6 Circling minutes: 45 Circling km: 135.7 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 332 Trans+Circ km: 1113.6 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 148 Search km: 602.4 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 532 Total km: 1984.7 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 51 Deadhead km: 268.7 

Total gray whales: 3 Search blocks: 0, 13, 17, 20, 19, 16, 
12, 14

Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 20, 19, 16, 18, 17, 
13, 14, 12

Other whale sightings: 4 (2 dead)  
Total walrus: 88 (4 dead)  
Total bear: 2  
 

 



Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

194 69.46 -
163.15 0 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . dead False 

555 70.84 -
166.77 19 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . dead True 

1240 71.2 -
157.49 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

1245 71.22 -157.5 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . . False 

1272 71.18 -
157.34 13 bowhead 12 . 0 -1 . feed False 

1256 71.17 -
157.38 13 gray whale 1 . 0 132 . swim True 

1258 71.16 -
157.35 13 bowhead 1 . 0 312 medium swim True 

1310 71.15 -
157.33 13 bowhead 1 . 0 35 . swim True 

1312 71.14 -
157.28 13 bowhead 1 . 0 336 . swim True 

1314 71.13 -
157.24 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 16 . . True 

1330 71.17 -
157.08 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . . True 

1331 71.18 -
157.07 13 bowhead 1 . 0 30 . . True 

1315 71.13 -
157.23 13 bowhead 1 . 0 286 . swim True 

1316 71.12 -
157.21 13 bowhead 1 . 0 16 . swim True 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 Feeding bowhead whales off Barrow. 


