
COMIDA – Flight 224 – 29 August 2009 

Area flown: Transects 1-5, complete; Transect 7, partial 
Total hours flown: 4.8 
Total transect hours: 2.6 
Number of bowheads seen: 1 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Ceilings were fair allowing for survey altitudes of ~1000’; occasional 
lower ceilings forced temporary lower altitudes. Sea state conditions were very good ranging 
from Beaufort 2-4. Visibility was fairly good with areas of reduced visibility due to low hanging 
clouds. 
Sightings: Bowhead, gray whales, walrus, bearded seals and unidentified pinnipeds.  One small 
to medium-sized unidentified carcass was seen in a state of advanced decomposition with 
several birds in attendance. 

Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 224 Date: 8/29/2009 

Total bowheads: 1 Start time: 8/29/2009 10:16:39 AM End time: 8/29/2009 3:06:07 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 1 Transect minutes: 157 Transect km:558.4 
Bowheads on transect: 1 Circling minutes: 0 Circling km: 0 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 157 Trans+Circ km: 558.4 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 128 Search km: 461.6 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 290 Total km: 1033.5 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 5 Deadhead km: 13.5 
Total gray whales: 11 Search blocks: 12, 13, 14 
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 13, 14 
Other whale sightings: 0  
Total walrus: 17  
Total bear: 0  
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 
162 71.77 -159.36 13 bowhead 1 no 0 252 slow swim True 

228 71.21 -157.49 13 gray 
whale 4 . 0 -1 . feed True 

231 71.19 -157.43 13 gray 
whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

233 71.18 -157.4 13 gray 
whale 1 . 0 315 slow swim True 

238 71.13 -157.26 13 gray 
whale 1 . 0 225 slow swim True 

390 71.2 -158.23 13 gray 
whale 2 no 0 224 . feed True 

378 71.1 -157.91 13 gray 
whale 1 no 0 253 . feed True 

599 71.29 -156.97 12 gray 
whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed False 

 



 


