
COMIDA – Flight 220 – 20 August 2009 

Area flown: Transects 1 thru 8; Coastal transect in Peard Bay area 
Total hours flown: 8.8 
Total transect hours: 5.9 
Number of bowheads seen: 1 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Very good survey conditions with sea state ranging from Beaufort 1-5.  
Excellent visibility with predominately overcast skies and occasional light rain. No ice. 
Sightings: Bowhead whale, gray whales, unidentified cetaceans (probable gray whales), walrus, 
swimming polar bear, and unidentified pinniped.  One whale carcass was observed along the 
coast between transects 5 and 6. 
 

Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 220 Date: 8/20/2009 

Total bowheads: 1 Start time: 8/20/2009 10:46:03 AM End time: 8/20/2009 8:51:59 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 1 Transect minutes: 352 Transect km:1201.2 
Bowheads on transect: 1 Circling minutes: 50 Circling km: 148.4 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 402 Trans+Circ km: 1349.6 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 117 Search km: 451 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 529 Total km: 1818.2 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 10 Deadhead km: 17.6 
Total gray whales: 37 Search blocks: 12, 13, 14, 15 
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 12, 13, 14, 0, 15 
Other whale sightings: 10  
Total walrus: 824  
Total bear: 1  
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

134 71.94 -
159.97 13 gray whale 1 . 0 43 . swim True 

200 71.62 -
158.86 13 bowhead 1 . 0 316 . swim True 

275 71.16 -
157.33 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . swim True 

297 71.15 -
157.41 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . . False 

299 71.15 -
157.43 13 unknown 

cetacean 2 . 0 -1 . . False 

307 71.15 -
157.33 13 gray whale 3 . 0 -1 . feed True 

762 71.07 -
157.95 13 gray whale 1 . 0 336 . swim False 

765 71.09 -
157.85 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . . False 

791 71.29 -
157.06 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . feed False 

792 71.29 -
157.04 13 gray whale 2 . 0 -1 . feed False 

662 71.28 -
160.88 14 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

715 70.85 -
159.38 13 gray whale 1 . 0 45 . swim True 

750 70.96 -
158.47 13 gray whale 1 . 0 353 . swim False 

778 71.21 -
157.42 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed False 



781 71.25 -
157.36 13 unknown 

cetacean 2 . 0 -1 . . False 

787 71.29 -
157.14 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed False 

789 71.29 -
157.11 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . feed False 

828 71.12 -
157.16 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . . False 

849 71.04 -
157.72 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . . True 

852 71.06 -157.8 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

877 71.09 -
157.81 13 gray whale 3 . 0 -1 . . False 

888 71.1 -
157.91 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

890 71.11 -
157.95 13 gray whale 1 . 0 104 . feed True 

904 71.2 -
158.24 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . . True 

844 71 -
157.59 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . . True 

871 71.07 -
157.82 13 gray whale 3 . 0 -1 . . True 

894 71.14 -
158.03 13 gray whale 2 . 0 -1 . swim True 

901 71.19 -158.2 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 
902 71.19 -158.2 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

1146 71.02 -158.4 13 gray whale 1 . 0 343 . swim True 

1148 71.01 -
158.37 13 gray whale 2 . 0 -1 . . True 

1206 71.26 -
157.37 13 gray whale 6 . 0 -1 . feed False 

            
 



 


