
COMIDA – Flight 218 – 18 August 2009 

Area flown: Block 12, opportunistic survey along the 20 meter isobath to search for bowhead 
aggregations observed during North Slope Borough boat survey (11 August), for purposes of 
photo-identification.  
Total hours flown: 2.4 
Total transect hours: 0 
Number of bowheads seen: 0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Ceilings were above 1000’, however, a strong westerly wind rendered 
sea state conditions extremely poor (Beaufort 5-7); there was no ice.  Visibility was fair to good.  
Sightings: Gray whales and unidentified large whales (probable gray whales) 

Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 218 Date: 8/18/2009 

Total bowheads: 0 Start time: 8/18/2009 9:30:03 AM End time: 8/18/2009 11:54:07 AM 
Bowhead sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 0 Transect km:0 
Bowheads on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 25 Circling km: 71.3 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 25 Trans+Circ km: 71.3 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 114 Search km: 395.1 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 144 Total km: 468.3 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 5 Deadhead km: 1.9 
Total gray whales: 2 Search blocks: 12, 0, 11 
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 0 
Other whale sightings: 3  
Total walrus: 0  
Total bear: 0  
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

38 71.49 -
155.94 12 unknown 

cetacean 2 . 0 -1 . feeding False 

276 71.51 -
156.14 12 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 -1 . feeding False 

300 71.51 -
156.09 12 gray whale 2 . 0 -1 . feeding False 

 



 


