
COMIDA – Flight 217 – 14 July 2011 

Area flown:  Exploratory survey north of Camden Bay, near the last known position of a satellite 
tagged bowhead whale.  Flew a two mile expanding box around position 70°44’N 144°36’W, 
then flew east to 141°30’W, south to 70°30’N, and west to 146°W. 
Total hours flown:  5.5   
Total transect hours:  0.0 
Number of bowheads seen:  18 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were clear to partly cloudy.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 4-6, 
and visibility was 5-10 km.  Ice coverage ranged from 0-1% broken floe; most of the survey area 
was ice free.   
Sightings:  Bowhead whales, belugas, and one unidentified cetacean.  The majority of 
bowheads observed were within the expanding survey box (BWASP Block 6); one bowhead 
was seen on the very northern edge of BWASP Block 5. 
 
Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 217 Date: 7/14/2011 

Total bowheads: 18 Start time: 7/14/2011 9:24:30 AM End time: 7/14/2011 2:54:37 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 15 Transect minutes: 0 Transect km:0 
Bowheads on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 37 Circling km: 120.7 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 37 Trans+Circ km: 120.7 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 168 Search km: 587.9 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 330 Total km: 1518 
Possible repeats: 2 Deadhead minutes: 125 Deadhead km: 809.4 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 2, 6, 7, 5 
Total belugas: 34 Transect blocks: 0 
Other whale sightings: 1  
Total walrus: 0  
Total bear: 0  
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

200 70.73 -
144.58 6 bowhead 2 no 0 -1 . mill False 

218 70.73 -
144.56 6 bowhead 1 . 0 329 . swim False 

239 70.71 -
144.49 6 beluga 1 . 0 104 . swim False 

244 70.77 -
144.43 6 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . swim False 

262 70.76 -
144.32 6 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . swim False 

268 70.77 -
144.37 6 beluga 2 . 1 -1 . swim False 

298 70.79 -144.4 6 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . swim False 

304 70.82 -
144.74 6 bowhead 2 . 0 -1 . rest False 

307 70.82 -
144.81 6 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . other False 

351 70.65 -
144.33 6 bowhead 1 . 0 100 . swim False 

356 70.66 -
144.19 6 beluga 1 . 0 92 . swim False 

366 70.77 -
144.16 6 unknown 

cetacean 1 . 0 63 . dive False 

391 70.85 -
144.35 6 bowhead 2 . 0 -1 . dive False 

400 70.84 -144.3 6 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . swim False 



435 70.8 -
145.03 6 bowhead 1 . 0 303 . swim False 

440 70.76 -
144.99 6 beluga 1 . 0 125 . swim False 

445 70.76 -
144.91 6 bowhead 1 . 0 193 . swim False 

455 70.73 -
144.56 6 beluga 1 . 0 100 . swim False 

456 70.73 -
144.55 6 bowhead 1 unknown 0 280 . swim False 

457 70.73 -
144.54 6 bowhead 1 unknown 0 -1 . mill False 

462 70.73 -
144.39 6 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

476 70.72 -
143.95 6 beluga 3 . 0 -1 . rest False 

481 70.72 -
143.77 6 bowhead 1 . 0 295 . swim False 

482 70.72 -
143.77 6 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

498 70.72 -
143.33 6 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

499 70.72 -
143.33 6 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

501 70.71 -143.3 6 beluga 1 . 0 268 . swim False 

503 70.71 -
143.26 6 beluga 1 . 0 274 . swim False 

504 70.71 -
143.24 6 beluga 1 . 0 4 . swim False 

505 70.71 -
143.24 6 beluga 2 . 0 -1 . rest False 

526 70.7 -
142.51 7 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

552 70.69 -
141.63 7 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

490 70.72 -
143.49 6 bowhead 1 . 0 239 . swim False 

493 70.72 -
143.43 6 beluga 1 . 0 31 . swim False 

495 70.72 -
143.38 6 beluga 1 . 0 91 . swim False 

510 70.71 -143.1 6 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

535 70.7 -
142.29 7 beluga 1 . 0 272 . swim False 

556 70.66 -141.5 7 beluga 1 . 0 305 . swim False 
564 70.59 -141.5 7 beluga 3 . 0 -1 . rest False 

570 70.5 -
141.56 7 beluga 4 . 0 -1 . mill False 

589 70.5 -
141.85 5 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

 



 

 


