
COMIDA – Flight  208 – 21 July 2010  

Area flown:  Transects 7 and 9, complete; Transects 11, 18, 20, and 22, partial; coastal transect 
from Icy Cape to Barrow  
Total hours flown:  9.4 (2 flights)  
Total transect hours:  5.6 
Number of bowheads seen:  0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Sky conditions ranged from clear to overcast or fog.  Fog precluded 
complete coverage of Transects 11, 18, and 20.  Visibility was mostly 5-10 km, with occasional 
glare and patches of fog.  Sea ice ranged from 0 to 95% broken floe.  Sea state ranged from 
Beaufort 1-7.  Consistently high sea states (Beaufort 7) precluded complete coverage of 
Transect 22. 
Sightings: Gray whales, belugas, walruses, small unidentified pinnipeds, caribou (on beach 
during coastal survey) 

Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 208 Date: 7/21/2010 

Total bowheads: 0 Start time: 7/21/2010 8:13:12 AM End time: 7/21/2010 6:43:20 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 334 Transect km:1160.7 
Bowheads on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 15 Circling km: 47.9 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 349 Trans+Circ km: 1208.6 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 55 Search km: 190.5 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 561 Total km: 2289.2 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 157 Deadhead km: 890.1 

Total gray whales: 9 Search blocks: 17, 20, 18, 19, 0, 13, 
12, 21, 15, 14 

Total belugas: 155 Transect blocks: 20, 18, 19, 21, 17, 
13, 0, 12, 14, 15 

Other whale sightings: 0  
Total walrus: 1665  
Total bear: 0  
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

617 70.88 -
158.66 13 beluga 

whale 5 . 0 -1 . swim False 

611 70.91 -
158.75 13 beluga 

whale 150 . 0 -1 . swim True 

753 70.65 -
160.58 17 gray whale 2 . 0 -1 . feed True 

558 70.75 -
159.79 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . swim True 

594 70.82 -
159.56 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

770 70.78 -
161.04 17 gray whale 1 . 0 222 . swim True 

771 70.78 -
161.05 17 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

1079 71.03 -
158.75 13 gray whale 1 . 0 -1 . feed True 

1081 71.04 -
158.78 13 gray whale 2 . 0 -1 . feed True 

 



 


