
BWASP – Flight 21 – 28 September 2011 

Area flown:  Blocks 1, 2, and 3, 12 complete transects; Block 11, 4 partial transects. 
Total hours flown:  8.3 
Total transect hours:  5.9 
Number of bowheads seen:  25 (2 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy overhead.  Visibility ranged from 0 to 10 km, 
and sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 to 4.  Low ceilings impeded survey effort in Block 11.  The 
area surveyed was ice free.   
Sightings:  Bowhead whales, belugas, bearded seals, small unidentified marine mammal (either 
a beluga or swimming polar bear that dove soon after sighting), unidentified pinnipeds, small 
unidentified pinnipeds, and polar bears (5 total) near Cross Island. 
 
Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 21 Date: 9/28/2011 

Total bowheads: 25 Start time: 9/28/2011 9:29:01 AM End time: 9/28/2011 7:13:51 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 14 Transect minutes: 355 Transect km:1262.8 
Bowheads on transect: 23 Circling minutes: 15 Circling km: 51.4 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 2 Trans+Circ minutes: 370 Trans+Circ km: 1314.2 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
2 Search minutes: 50 Search km: 161 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 499 Total km: 1904.7 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 79 Deadhead km: 429.5 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 2, 1, 11, 3  
Total belugas: 15 Transect blocks: 1, 2, 11, 3  
Other whale sightings: 1   
Total walrus: 0   
Total bear: 5   
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

46 70.78 -
149.79 1 bowhead 1 . 0 93 . swim True 

49 70.81 -
149.78 1 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . swim True 

109 71.3 -
149.64 2 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . unknown False 

129 71.23 -
149.17 2 beluga 1 . 0 295 . swim True 

130 71.22 -
149.17 2 beluga 1 . 0 295 . swim True 

132 71.22 -
149.17 2 beluga 1 . 0 267 . swim True 

133 71.21 -
149.17 2 beluga 5 . 0 299 . swim True 

175 70.68 -
149.06 1 bowhead 1 . 0 357 . swim True 

176 70.67 -
149.06 1 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . swim True 

177 70.67 -
149.06 1 bowhead 1 . 0 359 . swim True 

178 70.67 -
149.06 1 bowhead 1 . 0 359 . swim True 

213 70.74 -
148.92 1 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

214 70.74 -
148.92 1 bowhead 5 . 0 -1 . rest True 

217 70.76 -
148.91 1 bowhead 2 . 1 -1 . rest True 

221 70.79 -148.9 1 bowhead 2 . 0 -1 . rest True 



259 71.24 -
148.81 2 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

260 71.24 -
148.81 2 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

261 71.24 -
148.81 2 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

262 71.24 -
148.81 2 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

265 71.26 -
148.81 2 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

269 71.29 -
148.81 2 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest False 

437 71.12 -147.7 2 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

534 70.4 -147.4 1 
small unid 

marine 
mammal 

1 . 0 -1 . swim True 

1027 70.83 -
151.32 3 bowhead 1 . 0 275 . swim True 

1136 71.03 -
150.88 3 bowhead 6 . 1 -1 . rest True 

1144 71.03 -
150.84 3 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . swim False 

 

 


