
BWASP – Flight 15 – 12 September 2011 

Area flown:  Blocks 5 and 7, 5 complete transects; Blocks 3 and 11, 2 complete transects. 
Total hours flown:  7.7 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours:  4.4 
Number of bowheads seen:  1 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were clear to overcast overhead.  Visibility ranged from 5 to 10 
km, and sea state ranged from Beaufort 1 to 5.  The area surveyed was ice free.   
Sightings:  One bowhead whale, belugas, bearded seals, one ringed seal, and small 
unidentified pinnipeds. 
 
Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 15 Date: 9/12/2011 

Total bowheads: 1 Start time: 9/12/2011 9:56:49 AM End time: 9/12/2011 6:31:30 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 1 Transect minutes: 263 Transect km:977.4 
Bowheads on transect: 1 Circling minutes: 7 Circling km: 21.6 
Bowhead Cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 270 Trans+Circ km: 999 
Bowhead Cow-calf Pairs on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 28 Search km: 101.4 

Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 459 Total km: 2062.5 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 161 Deadhead km: 962.1 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 7, 5, 11, 3  
Total belugas: 50 Transect blocks: 5, 0, 7, 3, 11  
Other whale sightings: 0   
Total walrus: 0   
Total bear: 0   
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Repeat Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

135 70.62 -
142.79 7 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . swim True 

136 70.62 -
142.79 7 beluga 2 . 0 83 . swim True 

147 70.75 -
142.78 7 beluga 1 . 0 303 . swim True 

154 70.86 -
142.79 7 beluga 1 . 0 268 . swim True 

181 71.16 -
142.56 7 beluga 2 . 0 210 . swim False 

182 71.16 -
142.54 7 beluga 1 . 0 300 . swim False 

184 71.16 -
142.51 7 beluga 7 . 0 269 . swim False 

252 70.53 -
142.06 7 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

253 70.53 -
142.06 7 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

245 70.57 -
142.06 7 beluga 1 . 0 266 . swim True 

249 70.55 -
142.05 7 beluga 2 . 1 -1 . rest True 

288 70.17 -
142.03 5 bowhead 1 . 0 -1 . dive True 

376 70.49 -141.8 5 beluga 2 . 1 1 . swim True 
377 70.49 -141.8 5 beluga 2 . 1 4 . swim True 

380 70.52 -
141.79 7 beluga 3 . 0 -1 . rest True 

381 70.52 -
141.79 7 beluga 2 . 0 -1 . rest True 

387 70.59 -
141.78 7 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . swim True 



410 70.98 -
141.73 7 beluga 5 . 2 -1 . rest True 

460 70.84 -141.3 7 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

394 70.67 -
141.77 7 beluga 1 . 0 63 . swim True 

670 70.47 -140.8 5 beluga 1 . 0 -1 . rest True 

987 71.86 -
153.93 11 beluga 1 . 0 210 . swim True 

1020 71.91 -
153.26 11 beluga 1 . 0 182 . swim True 

1023 71.89 -
153.26 11 beluga 1 . 0 302 . swim True 

1024 71.89 -
153.26 11 beluga 1 . 0 241 . swim True 

1027 71.85 -
153.27 11 beluga 3 . 0 -1 . rest True 

1028 71.85 -
153.27 11 beluga 4 . 0 -1 . rest True 

1032 71.81 -
153.27 11 beluga 1 . 0 269 . swim True 





 

Just another Beaufort 1 day in the Alaskan Beaufort Sea. 
BWASP Flight 15, 12 September 2011. 


