
BOWFEST – Flight 8 – September 17 2010  
 

TAKE-OFF TIME: 11:11:57 

TOUCH-DOWN TIME: 16:24:29 

TOTAL FLIGHT TIME:  5.2 Hours 

SEARCH SCHEME:  4 

 

Weather and Visibility: With forecasts for high ceilings, we decided to start scheme 4.  

A fog bank prevented us from surveying the northern reaches of the inner study area; 

otherwise, viewing conditions were generally good with remarkably low sea states 

(Beaufort 1-3).  We were able to complete almost all the tracklines in the inner study 

area.   

 

 

EFFORT SUMMARY DISTANCE (KM) TIME (MINS)

On Effort - Trackline 519.05 163.72

On Effort - Deadhead 252.11 79.28

On Effort -  Photo Mode 65.05 22.45

On Effort -  Circling - -

Off Effort 182.06 47.08

Total Search Time 836.21 265.45  
 

 

SIGHTING SUMMARY # SIGHTINGS # ANIMALS

Bowhead Whale 42 126(183*)

Gray Whale 2 5

Polar Bear 1 1

Ringed Seal 1 1

Unid Seal 29 44

Totals 75 177(234*)  
 

 

* There were 42 individual sightings (26 groups) of bowhead whales sighted for a total of 126 

animals.  However, after breaking trackline to circle and photograph the whales, we estimated a 

minimum of 183 bowheads, bringing the total number of bowheads from 126 to 183 animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Time EFFORT LAT LONG SPECIES 
GROUP 

SIZE 
CUE CALVES 

GROUP 
STATUS 

FEEDING BEHAVIOR 

11:42:12 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.500 -156.828 Unid Seal 1 Body         

11:44:07 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.450 -156.887 Unid Seal 1 Body         

11:44:23 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.443 -156.895 Unid Seal 1 Body         

11:45:18 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.420 -156.928 Unid Seal 1 Body         

11:47:11 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.370 -156.995 Unid Seal 1 Body         

11:50:39 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.275 -157.031 Unid Seal 1 Body         

11:50:42 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.273 -157.032 
Gray 

Whale 
4 Body 0 Adult Yes-Mud   

12:33:40 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.394 -156.227 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult     

12:33:42 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.395 -156.225 
Bowhead 

Whale 
2 Body 0 Adult Yes-Mud   

12:34:55 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.429 -156.180 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Blow 0 Adult Probable   

12:35:59 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.456 -156.138 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

12:36:53 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.479 -156.103 Unid Seal 1 Body         

12:42:23 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.578 -155.850 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

12:46:06 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.519 -155.810 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult   Diving 

12:46:58 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.495 -155.841 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Blow 0 Adult Unknown Travel 

12:48:28 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.454 -155.895 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Splash 0 Adult Unknown Travel 

12:49:27 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.428 -155.931 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult   Travel 

12:49:51 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.417 -155.945 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 

Large 
Adult 

    

12:50:09 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.409 -155.956 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult     

12:50:13 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.408 -155.958 
Bowhead 

Whale 
2 Body 0 Adult     

12:50:47 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.392 -155.978 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult     

12:51:43 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.368 -156.012 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

12:52:47 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.340 -156.054 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult Probable   

12:53:54 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.317 -156.013 Polar Bear 1 Body         



12:54:30 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.304 -155.971 
Bowhead 

Whale 
4 Body 0 Adult Yes-Mud   

13:07:10 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.477 -155.619 
Bowhead 

Whale 
3 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

13:18:02 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.488 -155.350 
Bowhead 

Whale 
3 Body 0 Adult Yes-Mud   

13:18:44 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.469 -155.378 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult Unknown Travel 

13:21:56 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.382 -155.504 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

13:36:07 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.396 -155.243 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

13:39:53 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.492 -155.101 
Bowhead 

Whale 
2 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

13:40:42 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.514 -155.068 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

13:46:18 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.539 -154.784 
Bowhead 

Whale 
2 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

13:48:18 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.491 -154.861 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Resting 

13:48:50 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.477 -154.880 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Resting 

13:56:29 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.274 -155.166 
Bowhead 

Whale 
3 Body 0 Adult Probable Diving 

14:01:14 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.172 -155.144 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Travel 

14:02:22 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.176 -155.059 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult Probable   

14:08:47 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.346 -154.815 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult   Travel 

14:08:55 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.349 -154.810 
Bowhead 

Whale 
5 Body 0 Adult Probable Milling 

14:17:18 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.570 -154.479 Unid Seal 1 Splash         

14:26:34 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.417 -154.470 Unid Seal 1 Splash         

14:29:00 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.356 -154.550 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Resting 

14:30:05 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.327 -154.588 
Bowhead 

Whale 
14 Body 0 Adult Yes-Mud Milling 

14:30:47 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.309 -154.614 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult Unknown Travel 

14:36:01 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.173 -154.818 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Resting 

14:37:01 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.146 -154.853 
Bowhead 

Whale 
45 Body 0 Adult     

14:37:18 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.138 -154.863 
Bowhead 

Whale 
2 Body 0 Adult No Resting 

14:38:01 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.120 -154.889 
Bowhead 

Whale 
5 Body 0 Adult 

Yes-Mud & 
Open Mouth 

  

14:52:42 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.261 -154.441 
Bowhead 

Whale 
2 Body 0 Adult Unknown Travel 



 

 

14:54:46 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.317 -154.362 
Bowhead 

Whale 
5 Body 0 Adult No Resting 

14:56:20 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.359 -154.298 
Ringed 

Seal 
1 Body         

14:57:33 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.391 -154.251 Unid Seal 1 Body         

14:58:07 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.407 -154.229 Unid Seal 2 Body         

14:58:36 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.420 -154.211 Unid Seal 2 Splash         

14:58:38 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.421 -154.210 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:00:23 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.469 -154.138 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:07:57 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.442 -153.956 Unid Seal 9 Body         

15:10:23 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.378 -154.018 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:11:46 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.341 -154.073 Unid Seal 1 Splash         

15:14:47 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.262 -154.190 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Resting 

15:15:22 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.247 -154.214 
Bowhead 

Whale 
1 Body 0 Adult No Resting 

15:31:02 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

70.870 -154.519 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:41:51 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.149 -154.105 Unid Seal 2 Body         

15:43:40 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.197 -154.033 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:44:23 
ON EFFORT - 
TRACKLINE 

71.215 -154.007 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:44:49 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.222 -153.980 Unid Seal 5 Body         

15:45:25 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.209 -153.964 Unid Seal 1           

15:45:30 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.207 -153.963 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:45:46 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.199 -153.961 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:46:20 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.183 -153.956 Unid Seal 1 Splash         

15:46:37 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.175 -153.953 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:48:36 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.118 -153.973 Unid Seal 1 Body         

15:49:43 
ON EFFORT - 
DEADHEAD 

71.086 -153.990 Unid Seal 1 Body         

16:23:13 
OFF EFFORT 
- DEADHEAD 

71.277 -156.832 
Gray 

Whale 
1 Body   Adult     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


