
BOWFEST Flight 6 - September 8 2011     TAKE-OFF TIME: 11:33:37  TOUCH-DOWN TIME: 16:21:14  TOTAL FLIGHT TIME: 4.79 hours  SEARCH SCHEME: 4    
 
Weather and Visibility:  We had a two-hour delay on departure because of icing.  Once the 
plane thawed out, we departed around 11:30 and began tracklines in the inner study area 
following the Scheme 4 pattern.  Encounters with snow showers and low clouds throughout the 
study area forced us at times to deviate from the predefined tracklines.  Viewing conditions 
were good to poor (glare and snow showers) with sea states ranging from Beaufort 2 to 6.  No 
bowhead whales were observed.  Marine mammal sightings included belugas, feeding gray 
whales (numerous mud plumes at the surface), a polar bear resting on the barrier islands, a 
polar bear swimming offshore of the islands, and a few unidentified seals. 
 
 

EFFORT SUMMARY 
DISTANCE 
(KM) 

TIME 
(MINS) 

On Effort - Trackline 517.90 163.58 
On Effort - Deadhead 354.79 107.12 
On Effort -  Photo Mode 0.00 0.00 
On Effort -  Circling 11.13 3.30 
Off Effort 42.64 14.00 
Total Search Time  883.82 274.00 

 
 
SIGHTING SUMMARY # SIGHTINGS # ANIMALS 
Bowhead Whale 0 0 
Gray Whale 2 2 
Beluga Whale 22 61 
Polar Bear 2 2 
Bearded Seal 0 0 
Unid Seal 6 7 
Total 32 72 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TIME EFFORT LAT LONG SPECIES GROUP 
SIZE CUE CALVES GROUP 

STATUS FEEDING BEHAVIOR 

11:40:39 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.458 -

156.867 
Beluga 
Whale 3 Body       Milling 

11:40:58 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.466 -

156.859 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Milling 

11:41:01 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.468 -

156.858 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

12:23:00 ON Effort - 
DEADHEAD 71.386 -

156.534 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body   Adult   Travel 

12:40:31 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.689 -

155.798 Unid Seal 1 Body       Milling 

13:11:53 ON Effort - 
DEADHEAD 71.732 -

155.258 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

13:12:09 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.725 -

155.264 
Beluga 
Whale 2 Body       Milling 

13:12:10 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.725 -

155.264 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

13:12:17 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.722 -

155.267 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

13:12:22 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.720 -

155.269 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

13:12:34 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.714 -

155.274 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

13:12:37 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.713 -

155.276 
Beluga 
Whale 2 Body       Milling 

13:12:53 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.706 -

155.283 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Milling 

13:13:00 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.703 -

155.286 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Milling 

13:13:02 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.702 -

155.287 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

13:15:38 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.636 -

155.395 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Milling 

13:15:57 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.627 -

155.407 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Milling 

13:16:07 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.623 -

155.413 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Milling 

13:16:23 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.615 -

155.424 
Beluga 
Whale 16 Body       Travel 

13:19:59 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.522 -

155.556 
Beluga 
Whale 2 Body       Travel 

13:20:54 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.498 -

155.590 
Gray 

Whale 1 Body     Yes-Mud Travel 

13:41:24 ON Effort - 
DEADHEAD 71.548 -

155.320 Unid Seal 1 Body       Resting 

13:44:50 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.629 -

155.153 Unid Seal 1 Body       Travel 

13:53:06 ON Effort - 
DEADHEAD 71.699 -

154.761 Unid Seal 1 Body       Resting 

14:15:26 ON Effort - 
DEADHEAD 71.195 -

155.394 
Polar 
Bear 1 Body       Resting 

14:19:02 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.253 -

155.192 Unid Seal 1 Body       Travel 



 

  

14:20:21 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.288 -

155.141 Vessel 1           

14:35:22 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.680 -

154.566 Unid Seal 2 Body       Milling 

15:00:39 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.201 -

155.021 Vessel 1           

15:01:40 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.173 -

155.060 
Polar 
Bear 1 Body   Adult   Travel 

15:22:09 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.588 -

154.216 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

15:22:18 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.592 -

154.210 
Beluga 
Whale 1 Body       Travel 

15:41:56 ON Effort - 
TRACKLINE 71.381 -

154.265 
Gray 

Whale 1 Body       Travel 

16:07:03 ON Effort - 
DEADHEAD 71.242 -

155.577 
Beluga 
Whale 20 Body       Travel 



Barrow Sea Ice Camera (09:00): 

 

 
 
Barrow Weather Forecast: 
 
PKZ235-090030-POINT FRANKLIN TO CAPE HALKETT-357 AM AKDT THU SEP 8 2011 
.TODAY...W WINDS 10 KT. SEAS 3 FT. FOG. 
.TONIGHT...W WINDS 10 KT. SEAS 3 FT. FOG. 
 
AKZ202-090515-NORTHERN ARCTIC COAST-INCLUDING...BARROW...ALAKTAK...PITT 
POINT...NULAVIK 455 AM AKDT THU SEP 8 2011 
.TODAY...MOSTLY CLOUDY. SCATTERED FLURRIES IN THE MORNING. AREAS OF FOG. HIGHS 40 
TO 45. NORTHWEST WINDS 5 TO 15 MPH.  
.TONIGHT...MOSTLY CLOUDY. AREAS OF FOG. LOWS AROUND 30. SOUTHWEST WINDS 5 TO 15 
MPH. 
 
PABR TAF 
PABR 081138Z 0812/0912  33006KT P6SM VCSH BKN025 
     FM090600 25005KT P6SM SCT025 BKN060= 
METAR PABR 081653Z 21004KT 10SM BKN030 OVC036 01/00 A2998 RMK AO2 
     RAB09E12UPB24E26SNB1557E24 SLP152 P0001 T00110000= 
SPECI PABR 081634Z 19003KT 10SM SCT020 OVC036 01/00 A2998 RMK AO2 
    RAB09E12UPB24E26SNB1557E24 P0001= 
SPECI PABR 081605Z 29009KT 8SM -SN BKN024 OVC038 02/00 A2998 RMK AO2 
    SNB1557 P0000= 
METAR PABR 081553Z 26005KT 10SM SCT027 SCT042 BKN140 02/M01 A2998 RMK 
     AO2 SLP153 PREWX: VCSH T00171011= 
METAR PABR 081453Z 31004KT 10SM FEW036 BKN140 02/M02 A2998 RMK AO2 
     SLP152 PREWX: VCSH T00221022 50001= 
SPECI PABR 081400Z 32004KT 10SM SCT029 BKN140 03/M03 A2998 RMK AO2= 
METAR PABR 081353Z 32005KT 10SM BKN027 BKN140 03/M03 A2998 RMK AO2 
     SLP152 T00281028= 
 
 
 

 

 


